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Militants show how Senators urge media 
to beat proclamation to defy gov't control 


By Blanche S. Rivera By Philip C. Тибета, TJ Burgonio, 

MANAT ADEE YES- - Luige A. del Puerto and Leila Salaverria 
terday offered “creative Ç: PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO CAME UN- 
ways” of openly eli ; der tre in the Senate yesterday for allogediy at- 
President MocopagaAr- tempting to muzzle the media as a prelude to an 
тооз Proclamation No. assault on basto civil berto 

1017 placing the country ews Sen Joker Arroyo urged the meda to oppose ad- 
under a state ofemergeney. Luc > NEWS 1 miistalonefors to control the pres, "ety he gov- 


We surdved 1081 5 эттеп continue pulsing Po told reporters. 
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GMA cracks down sr: 


of emergency 


е 
By бї C. Cabacungan Jr 
CABINET OFFICIALS ARE SPLIT ON THE 
9 lifting of Proclamation No. 1017, with these 


Party-list solon nabbed; 4 others in House custody aza 

and Luige A. del Puerto 2 = such time that we are sure that the threats 
Masi or un der: 
efist lawmakers ee 
strode into the halls of ЖУ ч gency declaration. 

Congress yesterday and day, Ms Arroyo spoke of a “tactical alliance" 
declared that it was an $ "i eng between right-wing and communist forces to 
en | ee 
dent Macapagal-Ar- So officers from elite security units in the 
connection with their alleged in- AMID threats of government arrest, miltant party-list Representatives (from left) Satur Ocampo, Rafael Mariano, Lisa Maza and “We're asking, "What else is there?” But 
‘volvement in a plot to overthrow Teodoro Casiño raise their fists upon arrival at the House of Representatives yesterday. ns CABINET/AI3 
e Tera 

esmas Mark b 1 le lifted 
"t4 Markets upbeat nat] emergency rule ес soon 
House leader would have custody By Dork C раа = 
investigation of the charges of re- 
around whenpery-lstRepresen- PETITIONS FILED IN SC 


ао Groups question Proclamation No. 1017 
lucky He was at the Philippine and Philip С. Tubeza temporary restraining order. (See Roque, Joel Butuyan, Roger praia 
Airlines ticketing office in Davao related story on Page А2.) Rayel, Gary Mallari, Romel -€ 
Cy when polic agents grabbed THE LEGALITY OF PRESIDENT One group led by Randy Bagares and Christopher Bo- segnes 
and handcuffed him after he re-  Macapagal-Arroyo's proclama- David, a University of the Philip- lastig. Law Gr nt 
sisted arrest. tion of a state of emergency was pines professor, said PP 1017 The other petition was lodged iw Groups Inc., 
De Venecia said the lawmakers challenged in the Supreme Court and its implementing guide- by 17 law groups unde je Alter- files in the 
would be "under detention and yesterday as a “subterfuge to lines, General Order Мо. 5, mé ive Law Groups Inc. (Algi). ‘Supreme Court a 
custody of the House sergeant at avoid the constitutional require- placed the country under a “de In her capacity as Commander petition 
arms and PNP security force here ments for the imposition of mar- facto state of martial law with- in Chief of the Armed Forces, Ms challenging the 
in the House. So they will be un- tial law." ош complying with the mandat- Arroyo was named one of the re- legality of 
der detention. No one is above Two groups, made up mostlyof ed constitutional requirements spondents Presidential 
the law.” ‘educators and lawyers, filed sep- yntrave mofthecon- The other respondents were Proctamation No, 
A sixth congressman, Crispin arate petitions assailing Presiden- n > Executive Secretary Eduardo Er- 1017. 


»5 Jl Military still restive, says Biazon 


By T] Burgonio chief of staffknows that. Noteven the officials, She said there was no time 
and Christine O. Avendaño President knows that ... the extent for any celebration. 

and the depth of this kind. les boiling Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 

WHILE IT ENDED PEACEFULLY, THE inside. said the government was "over the 

Жош standoff at Marine head- Biazon, a Marine who once served hump." But he acknowledged that the 

user in Fort Bonifacio on Sunday аз APP chief of staff, was among the authorities remained vigilant 

did not quash the restiveness in the first to rush to the Marine headquar- — Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye sald 

military Sen. Rodolfo Biazon said ters on Sunday to pacify the restive the Palace was thankful the standoff 

yesterday. troops and prevent a confrontation was “peacefully resolved" and that the. 

"1 dont know if the sentiments with their comrades, President was commending the 

have been placated. A lot will depend А day after the standoff, President Marines “for acting with a sense of pro; 

оп how these who were identified аз Macapagal-Arroyo appeared on na- fessionalism and for refusing to be used 
faising the possibility of withdrawal tional television, thanking authorities for partisan politics" 

il be weated,” Biazon for thelr handling of the problem and Тһе military yesterday received ато 

warning destabilizrs that she would minder from the US government to te- 

‘stemmed from the not allow her economic reforms to go main “professional and nonpolitcal.” 

protest staged by a group of Marines to waste. “The United States reiterates йв сай 

Майа the reli oftheir comman- Despite heavy eye bags, Ms Arroyo that the government of the Philippines, 

и. Maj Gen. Renato Miranda. wasina good mood and did not dwell the Armed Forces and the Filipino peo 

MARINE Col. Ariel Querubin, who was allegedly linked to coup plotters, protests the relief of Biazon sald nobody knew the ех. much onthe recent crisis mt a round: ple respect fall the rule of law, protect 

his commander, Maj. Gen. Renato Miranda, at a press conference in Fort Bonifacio tent of the restiveness. “Not even the table discussion with some Cabinet MILITARY AS 


Spurred by Ms Arroyo's procla: 
mation of a state of national 
emergency on Friday, police also 
placed under house arrest Chief 
Supt. Marcelino Franco, the 
sacked chief of the Special Action 
Force, and put three other police 
officers under “restrictive cus- 
хобу! 


„ economic advisers and lift Arroyo declared a state ofnation- crashed into the 52 level on Friday that the military brass resolved 
and Elizabeth L. Sanchez emergency rule. Al emergency to quell an alleged when Ms Arroyo issued her contro- the six-hour standoff Sunday ber 
"The benchmark 30-company coup plot and civil unrest. Versial Proclamation No. 1017, tween disgruntled Marines and 
PHILIPPINE SHARES ROSE AND Philippine Stock Exchange Index Ar the Philippine Dealing Sys Іп a televised round-table dis- government forces in Fort Bonifa- 
fhe peso strengthened yesterday rose 19.43 points, or 0.9 percent, tem, the peso finished at 5196 cussion with three Cabinet oft cio 
the peso strengthen denen lo 2,089.30, its highest level for against theUS dollar Thelocalcur- cials, Ms Arroyo ацша еі». PCI Securities president 
that President Macapagal-Arroyo the session. The blue chip index Vorable reaction of the financial Francisco Liboro said investors 
would heed the recommendation fell 1.1 percent on Friday afterMs buti markets to the swift decisive way NARKETSIAIS 
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Puno takes post; plans Erap visit 


By Norman Bordadora 


ANTIPOLO REP RONALDO PUNO FORMALLY 
assumed his post as secretary of interior and local 
government yesterday, apparently induced to do 
so by President Macapagal-Arroyo's proclamation 


tum seditious,” Puno said. 
Adressing the DILG and PNP 
officials, Puno said the PNP was 
“central to the implementation” 
of general orders issued in con- 
nection with the proclamation of 
а state of emergency "And I 
share in that responsibility” he 


place responsibility where it be- 
longs" 

"We appeal to everybody to be 
calm, not to get too excited about 
something that they don't entire- 
ly understand,” he said. 

Puno said the situation re- 
mained abnormal and the state of 


ofa state of national emergency. 


“In the next few days, we 
‘would be involved in stabilizing 
and cleaning-up efforts,” Puno 
told DILG executives and offi 
cials of the Philippine National 
Police in a meeting at Camp 
Crame hours after taking his 
oath before Ms Arroyo in Mala- 
cañang. "The period of emergen- 
су continues. There are still rea- 
sons to keep vigilance at a high 
level." 

Up until yesterday, Puno had 
refused to assume his new posi- 
tion, saying he did not want to re- 
linquish his seat in the House of 
Representatives before the Com- 
mission on Elections had con- 
firmed his appointment to the 
Cabinet. Puno said he tendered 
his resignation from the House ef- 
fective last Friday. 

Puno told reporters he planned 
to visit former President Joseph 
Estrada, whom he had served as 
interior secretary prior to his 


Ms Arroyo. 
“1 intend 


planned t 


sition" and 


2001 ouster, to broker a better 
understanding between the ad- 
ministration the deposed leader, 
who has been implicated in an al- 
leged right-leftist plot to topple 


mer President Estrada to see 
what his situation is as well as 


bers of the opposition so that 
while we engage in debate, it will 
be less injurious.” 


Better understanding 
Puno said he intended to bring 
together his “friends in the oppo- 


administration to come to a bet- 
ter understanding of each other's 
positions regarding issues of na- 
tional importance. 

“They are really my friends. 
Perhaps, can tell them, Let's not 


added. 


Safety of republic 


our republic." 
to pay a visit to for- 


other matters,” 
adding that he 
sach out to mem- 
weekend, including 


Fort Bonifacio. 


his colleagues in the said. 


called fo 
reprisal, 


“With the crisis over the past 
week, the DILG takes a different 
role," Puno said, "There is now an 
added element of the safery of 


He credited the DILG and its 

iched agencies ~ the 
PNP the Bureau of Fire Protection 
and the Bureau of Jail Manage- 
ment and Penology — for main- 
taining peace and order over the 


standoff involving the Marines in 


"The stock market went up. If 
it had not been for the action of 
the DILG, the result would have 
been radically different,” Puno 


Meeting with reporters briefly 
after the swearing-in ceremony, 
Puno said that while the times 
understanding and 
the wake of things 
that are happening, we should 


emergency would continue. He 
said more arrests would probably 
be made and more charges filed. 
(See stories on Page A1) 

He said the duration of the 
state of emergency would depend 
“on how the situation develops.” 


Beon guard 

Puno said that civil liberties 
would be respected but warned 
Citizens, including the media, to 
be on guard against "potentially 
seditious ans” 

“Expression is not necessarily 
seditious, Puno said. 

As for the raid on the Daily 
Tribune, Puno said he had been 
informed that the newspaper 
may have committed seditious 
acts through is published ar 
des 

Asked if charges would be led 
against the Tribune's editors, 
Puno зай: “You take it fom 
there. 00 may have committed 
acts that have been interpreted to 
be seditious” 


Sunday's 


Estrada back in Tanay after eye surgery 


By Nelson E Flores 


FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA 
flew by helicopter back to detention at his rest 
house in Tanay Rizal, yesterday, two days af- 
ter undergoing surgery to remove two cysts in 
his left eye. 

Unlike his stay at the San Juan Medical 
Center, where an irate Estrada resisted a po- 
lice attempt to move him back to Tanay as the 
authorities thwarted an alleged coup attempt 
in the wee hours of Friday, the ousted leader's 
return to Tanay was uneventful, Sandigan- 
bayan Sheriff Ed Urieta said, 

Urieta said the 68-year-old Estrada was re- 
turned to his sprawling rest house shortly be 


fore 4 p.m. aboard a helicopter owned by the 
family of his son-in-law Beaver Lopez. From 
the hospital, Estrada was brought by his po- 
lice escorts to the Crisanta Tower on Ortigas 
Avenue where the helicopter was waiting. 

‘Ophthalmologist Dr. Amadeo Veloso of the 
Asian Eye Institute pronounced Estrada fit to 
be released from the hospital after an exami- 
nation yesterday morning. 

"So far, his condition is very good," Hocson 
said. “Although there is still a slight swelling 
in his left eye, that is due to the recent opera- 
tion, The discharge was Dr. Veloso's call. Не 
said President Estrada can go back to Tanay.” 

Hocson said Estrada may have had the 
cysts foras long as eight years. 


Surgeons discovered the cysts two weeks 
ago when Estrada underwent treatment at 
the hospital for an eye infection and re- 
moval of excess skin from his drooping eye- 
lids. The doctors, however, decided not to 
remove the cysts at the time because of the 
infection. 

But four days ago, Estrada complained of 
pain in his eyes, and the Sandiganbayan, 
which is trying the former President on 
charges of plunder and perjury, granted him 
another medical furlough. 

ion was originally scheduled for 

ight but the eye surgeon decided to 

treat the infection first before operating on 
Estrada on Saturday night. 


EMERGENCY! President Macapagal-Arroyo and (from left) 
Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz, Finance Secretary Gary Teves, 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita and Energy Secretary 
Raphael Lotila share a light moment on their way to a round- 
table discussion with other members of the Cabinet in 
Ко 


Tribune seeks high 
court’s intervention 


By Armand N. Nocum 


THE DAILY TRIBUNE YESTER- 
day asked the Supreme Court 
to nullify Presidential Procla- 
mation 1017 which. 


and cavalier aci 

“It is respectfully prayed that 
Proclamation 1017 be declared 
unconstitutional on its face or 
as applied to petitioners in the 
specific context of this case. 


Meantime, before the matter is 
heard on notice, that a prelimi- 
mary injunction issued direci- 
ing that respondents not to take. 
over petitioners publication, 
nor require them to have a liai- 
son, nor presume to review 
what they will publish and, af- 
ter hearing, making the prohi- 
bition permanent," the petition. 
said. 

Olivares said that since a law 
could not abridge the freedom of 
the press, it should follow that a 
proclamation of state of emer- 
gency could not abridge such 
freedom. 

She also observed that the rea- 
son for which PP 1017 was issued 
seemed to have dissipated. 

'he administration, assum- 
ing it is the State, crows how. 
well it is doing economically 
There is therefore absolutely 
no emergency as contemplated 
in the Constitution on national 
economy and patrimony. There 
is no bread line, or gasoline 
queue, or the like, that would 
remotely justify closing or con- 
trolling any newspaper. This is 
censorship at its worst,” Oli- 
vares said. 


country under a state of na- 
tional emergency. 

In a 14-page petition, Ninez 
Cacho-Olivares, Tribune publish- 
ег and editor in chief, through 
lawyer Rene Saguisag, asked the 
court to declare the proclamation 
unconstitutional. (See story оп 
Page Al) 

On Friday, а police team raided 
the newspapers offices in Manila. 
Also raided were the offices of the 
tabloids Abante and Abante 
Tonite in an apparent crackdown 
by the administration on critical 
media. 

Olivares also asked the high 
court to direct Philippine Nation- 
al Police Director General Arturo 
Lomibao and Executive Secretary 
Eduardo Ermita to return to the 
‘Tribune whatever the raiding po- 
licemen may have taken from the 
Paper. 

In addition, Olivares asked 
that the PNP team guarding 
the Tribune premises be 
pulled out, saying the police- 
men adversely affected busi- 

The Tribune also wants the 
PNP to "pay damages in a proper 
case by reason of their wrongful 


US state dept. official 
arriving for 3-day visit 


AMBASSADOR CHRISTOPHER 
R. Hill, US Assistant Secretary of 
State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, arrives in Manila today on 
a three-day official visit, his first 
to the country since assuming his 
current post in 2005. 

The US Embassy said that 
apart from meeting with offi- 
cials of the Department of For- 


PDI columnist was 59 


SOLEDAD "CHIC" PORTICH, WHO WAS BLIND BUT 
who used to write a column for the Philippine Daily In 
quirer called "Out of Sight,” died on Feb. 26 in her home- 
town Cagayan de Oro City after suffering cardiac arrest. 
She was 59. 

Fortich was a founder and officer of the Philippine 
Blind Union and was active in helping the visually im- 
paired, 

Her remains lie at the Greenhills Memorial Homes in 
Cagayan de Oro and will be laid to rest on Wednesday at 
the Greenhills Memorial Park, 


Classes 


resume 
today 


CLASSES ARE TO 
resume today in both 
public and private 
schools and at all lev- 
els in the National 
Capital Region, the 
Department of Edu- 
cation announced 
yesterday. 
DepEd_Officer-in- 
Charge Fe Hidalgo 
said classes, suspend: 
ed after President 
Macapagal-Arroyo 
proclaimed a state of 
national emergency 
last Friday, were to 
have resumed yester- 


Pursuant to Bar Matter 850, non-compliance with 
the Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) 
requirement shall be a cause for listing a lawyer as 
а delinquent member of the Integrated Bar of the 
Philfppines (IBP) and consequently, he shall not be 
permitted to practice law. 
Notices of non-compliance for the first compliance 
period of the MCLE are now being sent out by the 
MCLE committee. 
The deadline for the second compliance period of 
the MCLE is fast approaching. 
Logis Forum, Jnc., an accredited MCLE provider, 
Shall conduct a full 36-unit MCLE course in 
MAKATI CITY on March 18, 25 and April 1 and 8, 
2006. 
Credits earned can be credited to either the first or 
second compliance period. 
Avoid being listed as a delinquent member of the IBP and consequently, not permitted to 

day but she decided 


practice law! 
REGISTER NOW! 
hold back for one. 


Registration Form (Please Check v^) 1 more day in light of 
Sundays standoff at 
Fort Bonifacio. 

‘Schools closed als 
in certain areas in Bu- 
lacan and clases 
there will also resume 

today, Hidalgo said. 
Hidalgo advised 
parents and students 
to consult DepEds 
DText Program by 
typing their inquiries. 
оп their cell phones 
and sending the mes- 
sages including their. 
names, regions and 
provinces to 2622. 
They can also call the 
DepEd at 636-1663. 
Alcuin Papa 


Wt 


run 36-unit MCLE course 
[E] Half-dayis MCLE seminar (a.m. sessions 


Credit Units/Subject Per Bar Matter 850 


2/international Law 

Legal Writing and Oral Advocacy 

Slüpsatos т Substantive and Procedural Laws 

and Jurisprudence: SRC and Corporate Governance 
Dira and Pre-Trial Sls 

MCLE Prescribed Subjects: Technology and the Law 
2/Legal Ethics 

2rUpdates їп Substantive and Procedural Laws 

‘nd Jurisprudenco: Constitutional Law 

iAternativo Disputa Resolution 

lAttornativo Dispute Resolution 

2/тпа and Pro-tñal Ski 

ZIMELE Praecribod Subjects: New Rul 

‘and Jurieprudonco In Family Law 

legal Etnies 

Update In Substantive and Procedural 


:00-12:15; p.m. sessions: 1:00-6:15) 


Lecturer 


H.L. Roque, Jr. 
SEC Director Justine F. 


Justice Edilberto G. Sandoval 
Any. ivan John E. Uy 

Justice Jose L. Sabio Jr. 

ГІ Mar. 25 p.m. Prof. Harry H.L. Roque, Jr. 
eign Affairs and other govern- 
ment agencies, Hill will attend 
meetings of the Asean Regional 
Forum Inter-Sessional Support 
Group on Confidence-Building 
Measures and Preventive Diplo- 
macy. 

Hill assumed his responsibil 
ties as assistant secretary of state. 
in April 2005. He has served as 
ambassador to South Korea, 
Poland and Macedonia. He serves 
as the head of the US delegation 
to the six-party talks on the North 
Korean nuclear issue, and is the 
US state departments most se- 
niorofficial on East Asian and Pa- 
cific affairs. 

Earlier in his foreign service 
career, Hill served tours in Bel- 
grade, Warsaw, Seoul and 
Tirana, and was on the Depart- 
ment of State's policy planning 
staff and in its Operation Cen- 
ter, 


t $t 


Custodio O. Pariade 
O Apr. 01 a.m. 


ГІ Apr. 01 p.m. 


Justice Hilarion L. Aquino 
Justice Hilarion L. Aquino 
Laws ond Jurisprudence: Notanal Law 

MCLE Proseribed Subjects: 

Forenoic Evidence: DNA and Ite Analysis 
Элада! Ethics 

Žiogai Writing and Oral Advocacy 

3lupdates in Substantive and Procedural Laws 
‘and Jurisprudence: Criminal Law 


ГІ Apr. ов a.m. Dra. Raquel Dol Rosario-Fortun 


U) Apr. 08 p.m. 


Name of Participant: 


Our Venue, Is conveniently loc 
Don Chino Roces Avenue (formerly Pasong Тато Avenue 
: mosis (o.mJp.m. 


Makati city 
lacks & lunch), free-flowing coffeo/tes, seminar 


Makati City 
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Landslide rescue focuses on orphans 


By Volt Contreras, Nikko Dizon 


А NEW RESCUE MISSION IS TAKING 
shape in St. Bemard, Souther Leyte, ste 
cof a horrendous mudslide that engulfed 
Barangay Guinsaugon on Fe. 17. 

Rescuers called off the search for 
survivors on Saturday but have turned 
toa different kind of rescue: To protect 
from human traffickers the approxi- 
mately 200 children who survived the 
disaster, of whom about 40 were con- 
firmed fo have lost both parents 

The United Nations Children’s 
Fund (Unicef) yesterday said it had 
briefed all volunteers, social workers 
and local government officials en- 
gaged in the relief operations to be on 
guard against syndicates reported to 
be targeting the children. 

Long before the disaster, Southern 
Leyte had been a "known hot spot" 
for trafficking of children and illegal 
recruitment, often for prostitution, 
pornography, forced labor, marriage 
and illegal adoption, the Unicef office, 
in Manila said. 


children needed to be adopted. 


ment organizatio 


ate vicinity ofthe landslide. 


asa precautionary measure, it said. 


Unicef said it received information 
that unidentified persons had ap- 
peared near Guinsaugon asking ifar 


It also said that a local nongovern- 

Visayan Forum, 
had confirmed 25 cases of trafficking 
of children and adults in the immedi- 


Officials were documenting "unac- 
companied children” from Guinsaugon 


help in the search and rescue efforts. 

‘Taiwan had also pledged to con- 
tribute $100,000 for relief efforts, It 
also sent 840 kilograms of medical 
emergency kits that could be used by 
‘some 10,000 people for atleast three 
months, 

At the Clark Special Economic 
Zone, US Marine Capt. Burrell 
Parmer said yesterday the humanitar- 
lan mission of the United States mili- 
tary in St. Bernard cost the American 


Also yesterday, a Taiwanese official 
‘who took part in the multinational n 
rescue effort said members of the is- 
land's rescue team expressed interest 
in providing long-term assistance for 
up to 23 orphans from St. Bernard. 
The offer, however, had still to be 
discussed between the municipal 
government and the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office in Manila, Teco 
political officer Benjamin Hong said. 
The Taiwanese rescuers, set to re- 
turn home yesterday were among the 
first volunteers from the international 
community to arrive in the country to 


still not near the losses that Barangay 
Guinsaugon had sustained in the 
calamity. 

Officials said 139 bodies have been 
recovered from the mudslide and 973 
people were missing and feared dead. 
‘The Red Cross reported there were 
about 6,700 evacuees from four 
Southem Leyte towns, including 
those who had been moved out be- 
fore Guinsaugon was engulfed. With 
а report from Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 


P 


THE 32-MAN search and rescue team from Taiwan lands at Vilamor Air Base yesterday on ts 
way home after spending eight days in Guinsaugon, Southern Leyte, helping to search for 
survivors of the landslide. 
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Loren: I don’t care 
to be vice president 


By Leila B. Salaverria But Legarda said she would 

continue with her electoral 
protest before the Supreme Court 
sitting as the Presidential Elec- 
toral Tribunal so that the people 
would learn the truth about the 
2004 election. 

“Tm doing this for the search 
for truth. This is my legacy to the 
Filipinos,” she said. 

Legarda and her lawyers, Sixto 
Brillantes and Rufus Rodriguez, 
also denied yesterday the report- 
ed claim of Romulo Macalintal, 
Ms Arroyo's and De Castros 
Jawyer, that no cheating had oc- 

ed in Cebu and that his 
clients had won the election fair 
and square. 

Brillantes said documents in 
their possession showed the elec- 
tion returns in the custody of the. 
House of Representatives were 
fraudulent. 

He said the serial numbers of 
the ERs at the House were 
ferent from the copies of the ER 
that were submitted to the Com 
mission on Elections, ће Na 
tional Citizens’ Movement for 
Free Elections (Namfrel) and 
the Koalisyon ng Nagkakaisang 
Pilipino. 

Rodriguez said the ballots 
from Cebu were fake because 
these did not have any water- 
marks when scanned under ul- 
traviolet light. 

The ERs and ballots from se 
lected provinces are being exam- 
ined in light of Legarda's protest. 


FORMER SEN. LOREN LEGARDA 
said yesterday she did not care if 
she did not get to sitas Vice Presi 
dent as long as she could prove 
that cheating attended the 2004 
election. 

Legarda, whose electoral 
protest against Vice President 
Noli de Castro is being heard, 

she did not want to belong 
to the current administration 
anyway. 

"Is not important anymore 
that I sit as Vice President be- 
cause I do not want to be part of 
an illegitimate and corrupt gov- 
ernment,” she said at the Kapihan 
sa Manila forum, adding that she 
knew she had won against De 
Castro. 

Legarda made the statement 
when asked if she was worried 
her electoral protest would only 
be resolved in 2010, when the 
terms of both De Castro and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo will 
end. 

The President has been ac- 
cused of cheating in the 2004 
polls, a charge she has continual- 
ly denied. 

The allegation, brought about 
by the release of wiretapped con- 
versations between herself and 
an unnamed election official be- 
lieved to be Virgilio Garcillano, 
sparked street protests and an 
impeachment attempt in 
Congress. 


Let's Talk About Moving to Canada; Canadian Professional qs 


One Professional to Another 


Lets face it. Business isn't bad but its not gelling easier! On top of the additional taxes there's the stress. There's the environment. 
There's he uncertainty and perhaps most important, there's the on-going security concem for you and your family. 


You've spent years bulking up your business andlor your career ar 
again. Thats just not acceptable. 


Hero at Canadian Professional... we Listen. 


Every dient has a diferent set of concems and pres. Some of our 
cients wart 1o Keep ther business and kok at expansion opportunites 
Ñ Canada. Some went o move Бе wile and kids to ensure the best 
жасап optons while keeping business n nterests п Pe Phappies. 
Some wart to ensure бел immigration program incdes her son who's 
‘ver 25, Per brother, her sisterna. thar widow mother and heir 
болен whe shows promise Some want to take тег prolessonal 
sperence and side rio a management poston wihout knocking on 
Some doors. And зоте. wel, they just want to go goling. And we can 
make t happen, 


Hero at Canadian Professional... we are Professional. 


Honesty s ha best poly. Some programs work fr some people, some 
programs cort Were here о WA you what your rel options are... nd 
‘Ghat беу ae not Immgrakon senos business. And we take our 
business very serous 


Hero at Canadian Professional... ws ARE Canadian. 


We know what were laking about. We know the challenges you face. 
Win шо Canadians and two Canadian Permanent Resdens on sat. we 
are in aunque poston tote you about Ше n Canada. Being Canadians 
We care... thts what Canada в al about. 


Immigration Services, Inc. 


ind there's no way that you're going to throw that away end star over 


The Nova Scotis Nominee Program {NSNP) 


For the past wo years. Canadian Professional has focused on a unique 
татат Program hal offers дегі guaranteed management employment 
and business opportunites . immediately upon landing, The key benefit lo 
ths program is Pat you can be assured of vas for alfa members waitin 
range of@- 12 months. And ın hs business thats ver very fast 


Executive AEO 


On the occasion when the ght circumstances ft (age. occupation, 
spenence) we онат an Execute Arranged Employment Oler (AEO) in 
рог of Federal Sled Worker appkcaton. Wit an АЕО the application 
is prortized providing a visa-in-hand P approximately 12 - 14 months 


Investors and Entrepreneurs 


We обе options for делі looking for business and settlements options at 
š desineton of your choice in Canada al comes down to business plans, 
and your commitment to Canada. We know how o present ће best you 
Rave to oder o ensure hat your applcaton в comple, accurate and very, 
accepiabe 


Your invitation t 


We wil be holding three (3) business briefings that wl outin detal of 
Inman programa tat are curent avalabe suited to those who have 

accomuiled а reasonable minimum asset base (USS 260,000). There is no 
charge to tend Our Senior Consultant and President, Mr Dale Thompson 
the moderator ol is immigration bring. A special guest speaker wil be 
еке 


Briefings ий be held on the following dates and times: 
Thursday, March 2 at 6:00 p.m. and. 

Saturday, March 4 at 10:00 алп. and 1:00 p.m. 

Sute 1207 12 Floor Makati Cinema Square Tower 

Chino Roces Avenue 1200 Makati Ct 

Gal 811-1217, 811-1619 or 889-0615, and dial 

115 for Lew Rogers, 108 for Ms. Thummy or 109 for Ms. Kaye 

For callbacks. text your name and contact detalls to (0918)572-3070 


Tax cases vs Regine, 
Mendez to be revived 
By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT IS SET TO FILE TWO 
separate motions for reconsideration to re- 
vive the dismissed tax evasion cases against 
singer Regine Velasquez and cosmetic sur- 
geon Joel Mendez, 

Finance Undersecretary Gaudencio Men- 
doza Jr. told reporters the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue and its head agency, the Department 
‘of Finance, would continue the tax battle with 
the two celebrities. 

Mendoza said the BIR was preparing the mo- 
tions for reconsideration to be filed in the next 
few days with the appropriate judicial bodies. 

(The BIR] was surprised by the dismissal, 
but definitely motions will be filed. We will 
continue pursuing the cases" he said. 

"The Court of Tax Appeals (CTA) dismissed 
the tax evasion case against Mendez last 
week, citing insufficiency of evidence chat he 
had violated Republic Act No. 8424 or the Tax 
Reform Act of 1997. 

“The court noted that Mendez may have start- 
ed his cosmetic surgery business in 2001 and 
registered it wich the BIR only in 2002 but the 
revenue agency had failed to prove that the busi- 
mess had an income in its first year of operation. 

"The CIA cautioned ће BIR against bringing 
cases to court without sufficient evidence. "This 
js indeed a very dangerous practice which this 
Court must surely reject and condemn,” it said. 

On the other hand, the estimated P4-mil 
lion tax evasion case against Velasquez was 
dismissed by the Department of Justice n its 
early stages, The DOJ said the case was filed 
in haste and the BIR did not follow due pro- 
cess in making the charge. 

“Any shortcut cannot be countenanced. Ве 
it noted that the notice and demand are re- 
quirements of due process to which every tax- 
payer is entitled,” the DOJ said. 

"The BIR alleged that Velasquez failed to de- 
clare 50 percent, or 3.75 million, or her in- 
come for 2003. 

Mendoza denied the BIR was fling cases 
carelessly, saying it had sufficient evidence 
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CALL 892-SKIN (546 


MAKATI 


TOMAS MORATO  BINQNDO ALABANG 


SHAW 


The powerful combination of 100% 1 
pure collagen and Japan's favorite skin | 
1 whitening ingredient intensively lightens 
1 dark spots on your face while deeply 
į moisturizing dul, dry skin. 


sults? 

Clarity for hyper-pigmented areas 
Evened-out skin tone over dark, 
blotchy areas 

Visibly whiter skin that’s glowing 
with health 

Fresh, velvety, more radiantooking 


Welcome a brighter, more beautiful you. 
Cali the Facial Care Centre now. 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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Groups question Proclamation No. 


of a proclamation or a general 
order” 

‘The petitioners claimed that 
the President's “no rally policy” 
contravened the clear language 
[: of the statute and impaired the 
tor General Arturo Lomibao. autonomy of 

ments. 

РР 1017 was an act of grave 
abuse of discretion on the part of 
the President, they said, and con- 
stituted a “usurpation of constitu- 
Equirements for the imposition tional powers properly belonging 

to the legislative branch of gov- 
ernment, as well as a contraven- 
tion of civil liberties protected un- 
der the Constitution.” 


nita, Defense Secretary Avelino 
Cruz 1, Armed Forces Chief of 

Staff Gen. Generoso Senga and 
Philippine National Police Direc- 


© The petitioners said the two 
{ейоз infringed on Congress 

-mergency powers and de 
scribed them as “a subterfuge to 
avoid the constitutional ге 


of martial law or suspension of 
Fine privilege of the writ àf 
Shabeas corpus, as well as avoid 
congressional scrutiny into the 
President's exercise of martial 
Slaw powers.” 
S hey argued that the “legisla- 
tive policy embodied in Batas 
SPambansa Blg. 880 (Public As- 
ату Act) could not be amend- 
ed by the President in the guise 
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"AGACAN MARICAR DE LA PAZ 
ABIERA, JOYCIE EULAH HUELAR 
ACOSTA CHARLES JR. ZOLETA 

ADAN, MARICEL MARIN 

AFRICA, RICHIE GERONIMO 
AGGABAO. NORILYN CANCERAN 
AGGARAO, CHERYL MARAMAG 
AGOR. STANLEY TABLAC 

AGUILAR. CHERYL BULALAYAO. 
ALCANTARA CATHERINE TONGOHAN 
ALCERA, SHIELA ALBANEL 

ALEJO. TEODORO EUGENIO YANDOC 
ALFONSO, МА. CRISTINA GARCIA 

ALI NORHAYNA RADSAK 

AMIN. ABDURAJIK JR. LAGROSAS 
МОАНА, KATHLEEN PADRINAO 
ANDRES, JOEL ISON 

ANISCO, JOHN PAUL BERMEJO 
ANTONIO, GLENN MAZA, 

АРПА, PATRICIA BERNADETTE OPERARIO 
ARZAGA, RONALD VELAYO 

AUSTRIA, BERNADETTE STA MARIA 
BAELLO, RAYMUND PAUL CICERON 
BAGUINO, ANNA МЕ VICENTE 
BALDUEZA, JANE CHERYL MARQUEZ 
BALITON. RHEA WEN GALISM 
BANTUAS, МОМА JR. LUCMAN 
BAOANEN, SHLOAH COSMIANO 
BARCETA MA CONSUELO САМАТ 
BAUTISTA, LEO COQUIA 

BAUTISTA. MARIA YVETTE ANNE SALES. 
BELTRAN. IRENE SILVESTRE 
BERNARDO. CARISSAAMPARO AYLLON 
BIADO, KAREN REYES 

'BONAYON, DEXTER MORALES 
BONDOC. ALVIN САБР 

BONOS, JOSEPHINE VILLARE 

BRAVO, RODOLFO JR. SUGGUIYAO 
BULSECO, LEOPOLDO JR. URMATAN 
CABADDU. JACK ADDUN 

CABLAYAN, MARITESS GARCIA 
CABRAL, MARITES MACASPAC. 
САНО, KAREN MAY FAJARDO 
CAJEFE. ETHEL MALATE 

CAJUSAY, SARAH GORGONIO 
САРАМ, JEFFREY CABUHAT 

‘GARDOS, KENNETH CRUZ 

CARREON, FAITH AUREOLE SANCHEZ 
CASTILLO, ULYROSE TAGUBA 
CASTRO, MARY JANE WASKY 
SATAMEING, IRENE CANDELARIA 
CAYETANO. MARIEBETH DELOS SANTOS 
CHAN, CHRISTOPHER BARO 

CHUA REGINA LM 

Co. WENDY SY 

COTACO. IRISH ORQUIOLA. 

CRUZ, EMERSON MARQUEZ 

CRUZ GILBERT GARCIA 

CRUZ, JAYSON 

‘GUA, JEANNIE BROSO 

CUETO. MARC ANTHONY PALAGANAS 
DAYAG CHRISTOPHER VALENZUELA 
DE LEON. CHRISTOPHER JEFFREY CACAO 
DE LEON, MARY JOLYNNE SABILE 

DE OCAMPO, JOCELYN CARIÑO. 
DELA CRUZ, JOVER STO. DOMINGO 
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Writ of injunction urged 
The petitioners urged the 
Supreme Court to “prohibit the 
President and Commander in 
Chief, the Department of Nation- 
al Defense, the AFP and the PNR 


FERDINAND EVANGELISTA LUNARIA M.D. 
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"GROANIZATION GENEVA OF 


presidential order. 


local govern- 


1017. 
For its part, Algi 


void.” 


tion. 
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DELA CRUZ МА THERESA TANGARORANG 
DELA CRUZ TORRES, KAREN AZARCON 
DELA TORRE. BRENDA ABEJERO 
DELOVERES, JOE ANN IMPERIAL. 
DENSEN, ROLAND LARANANG 
DERESMA, HAZEL INOG 

DIESTA МЕЦА TAMPOLINO 
DITCHELLA, SHERYL ALFARO 
DY.SHERYLL LM 

DYBONGCO. LORENIL NISNSAN 
ECLIPSE. EMMYLOU MALING 
ELEAZAR, JOYCELYN LAPITAN 
ENRIQUEZ, ARIEL DAVID 

ESTANISLAO. ARMI LUNA SANTOS 
FELIPE. MAUREEN ESPINO 
FERNANDEZ, AYLAAISSA ABALOS 
FLORES, BLAS ALLAN COLACION 
FLORES, DARIO CABREROS 
FOLLOSCO, ANNALIZA VERCELES 
FRAGATA. ARMIL PAGADUAN. 
FRANCISCO, LOUIELE! GARCIA 
GALLENERO, SER BRYON BUENCONSEJO 
САМА LHEABETH SALDO 

GANZON, KIMBERLY CHARMAINE BARREDO 
GARCIA ALBERT BASSIG 

GARCIA VIRGILIO JR. FLORES 
GARCIA; YMIR MENDOZA, 

GIMENA, KRISTINE LEONARDO 
GOMEZ EDLYN GARCIA 

GONZALES, GINALYN SIAPNO 
GONZALES, MARIA CECILIA LLUBIT 
GUANGCO, STEPHEN BACATAN 
GUEVARRA. DONABEL VALLARTA 
СОРАМА CATHERINE MILANI BACOR 
GUTIERREZ, MILLICENT EVE CESARIO 
GUTIERREZ, SUSAN DELA PENA, 
HIPOLITO. LOUIE GALANG 

ISIDRO. ROSALIE MACAPAGAL 
JACOB. JANELLE MENDOZA 

JIMENEZ, RIZELLE FLORENDO. 
MAN, FE AIDELEEN DELAVEGA 
JUBAL, RYAN JOSEPH AROPE 
LACUESTA, MANUEL LANDICHO 
LAMATAN. DOMINGO JR. OGOC 

LAO JAMES DU 

LAURENTE. EMILIO MARIANO 

LUM, EMERSON CANDANO. 

LUM, MARIA GRACE MANGALIAG 
LOPEZ JOYCE DE LEON 

LOPEZ MARIA TERESA MARTIN 
LORETO, ROY ALLAN ASUNCION 
LUSTRO. JOSE JACINTO Iñ MANTARING 
MAARO. JERICO CALDERON 
MABANTA, RAMON GONZALES 
MACASA, MARY RADILYNE AVILA, 
MAGMANLAC, ROSALIE BAUTISTA 
MAGUSLOG, SVETHLANA LEAL 
MAIGTING, ARLENE MALANGIS 
MALINAO, FAITH CABRERA 
MAMAUAG, ROLAND AZURIN 
MAÑACAP MAE CAÑEDO 
MANGONDAYA, MAYAMAN JR FUENTES 
MAPANDI, SAIDOMAR PUNDAMAG 
MATIAS. VIVAN SIMON 
MENDEGUARIN, JOMER DE VERA 
MENDOZA JOSEPHINE DAVID 


tario all throug? 


and their agents and instrumen- 
talities,” from implementing the 


They also asked for the is- 
‘suance of “a writ of preliminary 
prohibitory injunction or tempo- 
rary restraining order” against PP 


id Proclama- 
tion No. 1017 should be "struck 
down and declared null and 


“All democratic rights guaran- 
teed and protected under the 
Constitution are still in place 
and could not be quelled by the 
proclamation,” lawyer Marlon 
1. Manuel, Algi executive secre- 
tary, said after filing the peti- 


“Malacafiang, through Procla- 
mation 1017, is the one creating 
fear to quell legitimate protests 
against the government. Mala- 


DY: OF: FATIMA UNIVERSITY? 


cañang could not just go on a 
witch hunting spree and violate 
human rights and freedom of ex- 
pression through а toothless 
edict,” he said. 


Court has no power 

But Sen. Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago yesterday said the 
Supreme Court had no power to 
determine whether Ms Arroyo 
had enough factual basis to de- 
Glare a эше of national emer- 
gency 

She said the Senate also could 
not investigate Proclamation 
No. 1017 since it involved a con- 
tutional provision that “the 
Senate has no power to 
change.” 

Santiago said the Commander 
in Chief provision of the 1987 
Constitution gave the Supreme 
Court the power to review the 
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MUTUC, JAYSON MARTIN 
NAGTALON, CARMITA BAULA 
NAVARRO, ANN KATRINA CAMMAYO 
NICOLAS. J. PATRICK MIRANDA. 
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SAPPAYANL SITTI KHADIJA ADJALUDOIN 
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ТАСА, EDERLINA ABULOG 
TALLON, ABRAHAM JOHN RIÑEN 
TAN, GENEVIEVE LIL BANGAYAN 
TANAGON, FRANKLIN JOHN PIMENTEL. 
TANG. ALVEL ROMERO 
TOLENTINO, CHRISTIAN CASTRO 
TOLENTINO. ERICKSON NAVARRO 
TOREIA MERLA CHUA 
TORRES, PILAR DELACRUZ 
TUASON. DINO LUGLUG 
TUSCANO, OUVE VANESSA VASQUEZ 
UY. JEROME HUBERT CHANG 
VALINO. ROCHELLE ABRERO 
VALLEDOR. ELY JRA BULAWAN 
VARELA ROGELIO JR. FLORES 
VENTURA, GRACE BAYSA 
VERTUCIO. VINCENT ARLIE TAGLE 
VIERNES, MICHELLE MENDOZA 
YAP ANALEE MANABAT 
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STAY 1 YEAR IN THE PHILIPPINES/GET A MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP 
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UNIVERSITY of the Philippines Prof. Randy David speaks during а news 
conference in Quezon City. At left в Akbayan Rep. Risa Hontiveros 
factual basis only of a declara- 
tion of martial law by the Presi- 
dent or the suspension of the 
privilege of the writ of habeas 
corpus. 

"Thé Constitution does not 
give the court any such power 
when the President merely de- 
lares a national emergency" she 
said, 

"The rule in statutory con- 
struction is: ‘Inclusio unius est 
exclusion alterius. It means the 
inclusion of one is the exclusion 
of another. The inclusion of 
martial law and suspension of 
the writ excludes national emer- 
gency from judicial review,” she 
said. 

While the Constitution gives 
the high tribunal the power to de- 
termine grave abuse of discre- 
tion, Santiago said this “does not 
mean that the court can review 
the factual basis, because that is 
forbidden.” 


Specific acts can be reviewed 

“What it means is that the 
court may review, not PP 1017 #- 
self, but specific acts, such as the 
alleged raid on the Tribune office, 
or the arrest of (former Philippine 
Constabulary chief Ramon) Mon- 
taño and (Anakpawis party-list 
Rep. Crispin) Beltran,” Santiago 
said. 

The Senate cannot hold an in- 
quiry in aid of legislation on 
1017, she said, "because no legis- 
lation is involved.” 

"What is involved is a constitu 
tional provision, which the Sen- 
ate has no power to change,” she 
said, 

“In practical terms, the Senate 
in such an inquiry cannot compel 
the attendance of Cabinet mem- 
bers because the constitutionality. 
‘of EO 464 is still pending in court. 
‘The court refused to issue a TRO 
against BO 464, so the latter re- 
mains valid.” 

But Santiago said the state оГ 
emergency "may not exceed two 
months" 

"The limit of two months im- 
posed (by the Constitution) on 
martial law and suspension of the 


privilege also applies to a nation- 
al emergency. What applies to the 
greater applies to the smaller” 
she said. 


Emergency temporary 

“The definition of emergen- 
cy in law indicates that it is 
temporary. ‘Emergency’ is an 
unforeseen combination of ci 
cumstances that calls for im- 
mediate action without time 
for full deliberation,” she 
added, 

Senate Minority Leader Aquili- 
no Pimentel J said he was appre- 
hensive that Ms Arroyo might use 
the situation to “intimidate” the 
Senate into agreeing to Charter 
change. 

He dared the President to 
heed the suggestion of her eco- 
попіс advisers to immediately 
life the state of emergency to 
“avoid prolonging its adverse 
economic and political conse- 
quences.” 

Opposition Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada said “the declaration 
of the state of emergency is 
part of the administration's 
scheme to silence the opposi- 
tion to Charter change that is 
intended to keep Ms Arroyo in 
power.” 

"The country is now undePa. 
pseudo-dictatorship that started 
With the baseless arrests of Ms 
Arroyo's enemies, dispersal of 
protest rallies, harassment àf 
the media and other sectors 
fighting the looming dictator,” 
he added. 

Vice President Noli de Castro 
urged the police and military to 
be careful in carrying out their 
duties under che proclamation in 
the absence of implementing 
guidelines 

He said the sight of battle- 
ready soldiers and policemen in 
the streets was also contributing 
to the state of panic and confu- 
sion. With reports from Chris- 
tian V Esguerra, Cynthia D. Bal- 
‘ana and Michael Lim Ubac; and 
Jolene R. Bulambot, Carla R 
Gomez and Joey А. Gabieta, PDI 
Visayas Bureau. 
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THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Tuesday, February 28, 2006 

8th Week in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: 1P 1:10-16 
Gospel: Mark 10:28-31 

Peter spoke up and said, "We have given up everything to follow 
you.” Jesus answered, “Truly, there is no one who has left house ог 
brothers or sisters, or father or mother, or children, or lands for my 
sake and for the Gospel, who will not receive his reward. say to you: 
ven in the midst of persecution he will receive a hundred times as 
many houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and lands in the 
present time and in the world to come eternal life. Do pay attention: 
Many who now are first will be last, and the last, first.” 

Commentary 

We must take to heart what was said by the prophets and pull our- 
selves together, and se ай our hope on the gift chat will be given when 
Christ appears. We are to be holy in every aspect of our conduct and lfe. 
We are to be holy as our God is holy! 

‘Peter, like so many of us, think only of what wealready have given or 
done, saying, "ve given up everything 1 follow you"-—ohl And yet Jesus 
confirms us in whatever little we have given we will know it a hundred 
times even in this Uf, along with persecution and life everlasting, We are 
So slow and so stingy in what we give up, what we hand over rather than 
staking everything on God. 


Cleretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
zon City, UP RO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Te: 921-3984; Fax 
921-7429; Email:  ci@elare.org; Websites: hup//wwwlible. 
аге ong (Claretia Publications Inc) & hup://missionaris.claret.org 
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CBCP joins cartoon fray 


ONCE AGAIN, 
By Christian V. Esguerra erp isturban. THE WORLD'S MOST 


Tn the Philipines, Muslim communities have ank Yi 

FILIPINO CATHOLIC BISHOPS HAVE JOINED odemn the can hank You. AWARDED AIRLINE, 

the growing gail әліге over he pob- : 

ication of cartoons depicting the Prophet Ve ^ З 4 

Muhammad. mass media "have often exaggerated We couldn't have come 
stories between Christians and Mu this far without you. 


, instead, to present 
the truth in a balanced way and practice the 
We would like to express our sentiments tenets of peace journalism,” the bishops said. 
of solidarity with your sense of indignation di 
and outrage,” the CBCP's Ecumenical Com 
mission on Inter-religious Dialogue wrote in 5 
“A Letter to Our Muslim Brothers and Siste! 3 u of dialogue, t 
‘The open letter was prepared by pil n ers religious tradi- 
Antonio Ledesma, CBCP vice preside xidgin ral differences that 
commission chair, and former CBCP pres а sin the past and 
‘Archbishop Fernando Capella of Davao, @ 
known advocate of interfaith dialogue. 
"The bishops broke their silence on the car 
toon row as violent demonstrations swept 
across the Islamic world and West Africa Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Islami tradition bans the depiction in any form urged Muslims and Chris- 
of Allah and Muhammad. Among the cartoons that route in resolving the 
initially appeared in a Danish publication was one "gre 2 
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Police claim coup plotters’ D-Day in May 2006 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


THE WAY THE POLICE DESCRIBED IT, 
the plot to bring down the Arroyo admin- 
istration was a vast conspiracy between 
leftist rebels and rogue soldiers involving 
massive street protests and terror attacks 
by culminating in May 2006. 
7 The 16 people named in a complaint 
for rebellion and coup d'etat filed by the 
police with the Department of Justice 
yesterday were allegedly involved in 
the conspiracy. 

The supposed conspirators belonged 
mainly to the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (PKP) and its armed wing, 
the New Peoples Army and a team of 
renegade soldiers, called the Mak- 
abayang Kawal ng Pilipinas (MKP), ac- 
cording to the police charge sheet, a copy 
of which was obtained by the guren. 

"The police claimed the MKP leader 
was exSen. Gregorio "Gringo" 
Honasan, who led several failed coup 


attempts against the Aquino adminis- 
tration in the 1980s and who was 
among those included inthe complaint. 

"The document claimed Honasan had 
"Doc" for an alias. 

The alleged plot was to reach D-Day 
in May this year 

The claims in the police charge sheet, 
some parts of which sounded mind- 
boggling, could not be immediately 
confirmed from independent sources. 

‘State prosecutors are to look into the 
allegations and decide if they are 
backed by enough evidence to warrant 
fling formal charges in court. 

“The tactical alliance or linking up of 
the PKP and the МКР was shown by their 
concerted effort of destabilizing the gov- 
‘emment aimed at ousting PGMA by overt 
acts of massive street demonstrations ~ 
with terroristic acts, bomb threats and 
armed uprisings,” the document said. 

According tothe document, the rogue 
soldiers had held meetings in Makati, San 


Juan and Pasig, where they supposedly 
discussed “their principle of objectives of 
‘ousting PGMA (President Gloria Macapa- 
gabArroyo) from the presidency" 

But even before the supposed leftist- 
rightist alliance was formed, the CPP- 
New People's Army had already drawn 
up a “three-year plan for 2003-2005 to 
raise the level of the people's war and 
make all-around advances in their revo- 
lution,” said the document. 

“Foremost іп their (communist) plan 
was the ousting of PGMA... by launching 
the 3 stages of people's war to include the 
setting up of armed city partisans and 
broadening its legal front,” it said. 

The plan supposedly would involve 
the left-leaning groups, which would “in- 
tensify massive protests movements,” 
and "guerrilla units and urban terrorists” 

As early as December 2004, the group 
of Honasan, retired Col. Jake Malajacan, 
retired Capt. Felix Turingan, lawyer 
Christopther Belmonte and someone 


with the alias "Friday" had begun recruit- 
ing members supposedly within the 
Armed Forces for the rebel group МКР 

One of the group's recruiters was al- 
legedly Ist Lt Lawrence San Juan, a 
Magdalo soldier recently recaptured af- 
ter bolting detention. 

The document said the РКРМКР 
union “formulated the following joint 
program of action embodied in the cap- 
tured document called ‘Kasunduan’ to 
start on Feb. 24, 2006, and could culmi- 
nate on its D-Day sometime in May 
2006” 

Tt said some МКР members broke 
away from the group when they 
learned that it had joined forces with 
the communist rebels. They then re- 
ported to their military superiors, it 
said. 

When San Juan was arrested, he 
yielded a flash disc, a device for storing 
electronic data, containing the agree- 
ment between the CPRNPA and the 


GMA cracks down on Left, Right foes 


From page Al 
Beltran, was arrested over the week- 
dnd. 

Stepping up their campaign to purge 
еей coup plotters, police also fled 
with Department of Justice prosecutors a 
complaint of rebellion and insurrection 
against about 50 leftist leaders, including 
Communist Party founder Jose Maria Si- 
son and National Democratic Front lead- 
er Luis Jalandoni. Both Sison and Jalan- 
donilive inselfexilein the Netherlands. 


Cojuangco, Saycon 

At the same time, Malacafang or- 
dered authorities to investigate former 
Tarlac Rep. Jose “Peping” Cojuangco 
and political strategist Pastor “Boy” 
Saycon also for supposed involvement 
in the plot to oust Ms Arroyo. 

Cojuangco and Saycon denied the al- 
legacions. 

De Venecia told reportes the accused 
lawmakers would be under his "deten- 
tion and custody" for the time being. 

Except for cases penalized by more than 
x yeas imprisonment, the Constitution 
bars the arrest of members of Congress 
‘while the legislature isin session. 
` А defiant Ocampo said he and his five 
House colleagues did not violate any laws. 
` He said he and his colleagues were 
ärtending the session to maintain the 
“integrity of our position as House 
members doing our sacred duty" 

“We don't accept the legitimacy of 
the proclamation, and the ensuing 
érackdown on critics of the govem- 
tent,” Ocampo told reporters before 
entering the session hall. 

Casiño said it was a "badge of honor 
do be considered an enemy” of the Ar- 
royo administration. 


Arroyo tool 

Mariano said the arrest orders меге 
issued upon the behest of ап “illegiti- 
mate President.” He said Proclamation 
No. 1017 imposing a state of national 
emergency was the “tool of Ms Arroyo 


tostay in power” 

Mariano warned the proclamation 
‘would “hasten her downfall.” 

It was Maza who arrived first at 3:20 
p-m., followed by Casiño, then Mari- 
ano, as about 80 supporters in the 
Congress lobby chanted, "No to martial 
law!" and “Never again to martial law!” 

‘Ocampo arrived last, accompanied by 
House Minority Leader Francis Escudero, 
Majority Leader Prospero Nograles and 
‘Assistant Majority Leader Art Defensor. 


Demonstration in Congress 

The three congressional leaders 
fetched Ocampo from the University of 
the Philippines in nearby Diliman. 

Supporters and staff of the militant 
lawmakers sang "Bayan Ko" while wav- 
ing postes reading: "No to Marcosian 
1017) "Marcos Noon, Gloria Ngayon 
and “Uphold Civil Liberties" 

A commotion occurred when House 
security personnel tied to disperse 
them after the militant lawmakers en- 
tered the session hall, Soon, the demon- 
stators dispersed voluntarily. 

Franco and dre other police officers 
were placed under restriction following 
Tepons that they had шей to recruit po- 
lice colleagues to join protesters during 
Friday’ rally to commemorate the 1986 
People Power Revolution, according to 
PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao. 


Breachin chain of command 

Lomibao's admission was the first 
clear indication of the seriousness of re- 
ports about a breach in the chain of 
(command in the PNP 

‘The SAF is the most seasoned and 
most heavily armed police unit. 

Lomibao said the three other offi- 
cers—Senior Supt. Benjamin Maga- 
long, Chief Insp. Ericson Dilag and Insp. 
Ryan Paloma—"are now under my re- 
strictive custody in Camp Crame.” 

He said the officers were "not entirely 
under detention” but they would be re- 
stricted to camp and would have escorts. 


Only Representative Beltran and 1st 
1z. Lawrence San Juan, a key official of 
the Magdalo group, were presented by 
the police to a panel of public prosecu- 
tors at yesterday's inquest at the Crimi- 
nal Investigation and Detection Group 
office in Camp Crame. 

"Thisis farcical” 

Beltran was defiant, raising his бөз 
and crying out that the government was 
making a fool ошай” 

“I am questioning the legitimacy of 
this proceeding,” declared human 
rights lawyer Romeo Capulong. “This is 
farcical. This is scripted." 

Besides Sen Juan and Beltran, among 
those charged by police for the crimes of 
rebelion and coup det on Friday were 


jacan, retired Capt. Felix Turingan, First 
Lieutenants Angelbert Gay and Patricio 
‘Bumidang of the Magdalo, Sison and a 
person with n alias. 

Their cases were entirely different 
from those filed against some 50 leftist 
personalties in the DOJ. (See arrest list 
at right.) 

At one point during the inquest, Bel- 
tran said: "Kalokohan ito (This is fool- 
ishness).” He demanded to be returned 
to his detention quarters 

"We will not allow you to leave,” 
State Prosecuror Emmanuel Velasco 
shot back and ordered the police to 
hold Beltran, who was visibly getting 
angrier by the minute. 

‘Velasco reasoned that the charges 
had yet to be proven and his team had 
yer to study the evidence against them. 


Meeting in Cojuangco home 
Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita 
‘confirmed that the Department of the 
Interior and Local Government had 
been ordered to invite Cojuangco and 
Saycon for questioning. 
"The order was spurred by an article in 


the international weekly newsmagazine 
Time which said that one of its reporters. 
had wimessed a meeting at Cojuangeo's 
home on the night before a supposed 
coup attempt against Ms Arroyo was sup- 
posed to have been launched. 

Atthe meeting, the Time reporter said 
that Saycon spoke with someone identi- 
fied as “Lim” on the phone about an al- 
leged plot by a faction of the military. 

The military later sacked Scout 
Rangers commander Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim for alleged involvement in the plan 
of some military units to declare their 
withdrawal of support from Ms Arroyo. 

Cojuangco and Saycon denied that 
they helped Lim plot the ouster of Ms 
Arroyo last week. 


What it was about 

Cojuangco confirmed that there was 
a meeting at his house on Thursday 
night, but it was about finalizing the 
plans for the Edsa anniversary celebra 
tion. Saycon attended the meeting as a 
member of the Edsa Commission 

‘According to Cojuangco, rumors of a 
coup related that night, and soon people 
‘were calling them to ask if this was true 

Не said "people" also started arriving. 
Atthe meeting, Saycon gave a briefing on 
the current situation, he said. 

‘Cojuangco maintained that the con- 
versation with Lim was about the mili- 
tary plan to join a peoples march on Ed- 
saon Friday morning. 

"Would you invite the press you were 
plotting something?” Cojuangco said. 

Saycon and Cojuangco were among 
the founders of Kampi, the political par- 
ту founded in 1996 as a vehicle for Ms 
‘Arroyo's presidential bid in 1998. But 
Saycon and Conjuangco were eased out 
of Ms Arroyo's inner circle due to dis- 
agreements arising from campaign 
funds and other issues. 

Cojuangco is the chair of the Philippine 
Sports Commission. With reports from Ar- 
mand N. Nocum and Jerome Aning; and 
Rolando Pinsoy, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Militants show how to beat proclamation 


From page Al 
there is no reason to think we will 
siot survive 1017. Arroyo is a poor 
copy of the dictator Marcos," ас- 
tivist priest Pr. Joe Dizon said. The 
late President Ferdinand Marcos is- 
sued Proclamation No. 1081 when 
he declared martial law in 1972. 
Bayan secretary general Rena- 
io Reyes Je said people could 
openly defy Ms Arroyo's procla- 
mation without being arrested. 
They could do this by wearing 
тей shirts, red ribbons or arm 
bands, pins and shirts with an- 
t-Arroyo markings to signify 


their protest, Reyes said. 
Since assembly іп private 
places is not banned, people 
could gather in freedom parks, 
private homes, 
schools and discuss issues related 
tothe proclamation, he said. 


Nofear 

“Be proud of your convictions. 
Wear them,” Reyes said. 

He said people wearing shirts 
with anti-Arroyo slogans particu- 
larly should have no reason to 
fear. 

“I don't think even the military 


offices and 


Dizon, 


will dare to ask anyone to undress 
himself in public,” Reyes said. 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
chair Carol Araullo said her 
group was working to secure the 
release of Anakpawis Rep. 
Crispin Beltran and others who 
had been arrested by the police. 


Marcos and Gloria 

"We are here, we are not hiding. 
Ме are not cowed. We will see this 
regime ousted from power” Araul- 
lo said in a press conference. 


(Catholic lay group Kairos, called 


of emergency. 


a convenor of the 


Military still restive, says Biazon 


From page Al 
ivl liberties and human rights, 
and reject violence,” the US Em- 
bassy said in a statement. 

"We hope and expect that the 
Filipino people will seek peaceful 
Solutions to the current situation 
through constitutional proce- 
dures.” 

"The United States strongly be- 
leves in the principle and prac- 
tice of civilian control of a profes- 
onal and non-political military" 
Ë added. 

T was the second statement from 
the US Embassy in line with its 
monitoring" of the political situa- 
tion since Ms Arroyo placed the 
фошшу under a state of emergency. 

It also marked the first time 
ince the declaration that the em- 
‘assy directed a message to a more. 
specific entity in the Philippine 
‘government—the Armed Forces. 

As with the first statement is- 


sued on Friday the embassys 
pronouncement yesterday con- 
tained no direct expression of cers said that the statement is- 


support for Ms Arroyo. sued by General Allaga was not a 


State department official 

Also yesterday, the embassy an- 
nounced the scheduled arrival in 
Manila of US Assistant Secretary 
of State Christopher Hill, the de- 
partments most senior oficial on 
East Asian and Pacific affairs. (See 
story on Page 2) 

"The embassy statement may 
not ease the seething resiveness 
inthe military 

Biazon, chair of the committee. 
on national defense, recalled that 
at the end of the standoff, the 
declaration, of the new Marine 
commandant, Brig. Gen. Nelson 
Allaga, that the Marines would 
follow the chain of command was 
met with reservations by the ju- 
nior officers. 


collective 
said. 


tion, 


"There was an added concern 
because some of the junior offi- 


‘Another officer, Lt. Col. Aquiles. 
Segunlian, raised the issue of 
clean elections after the standoff, 
according to the senator. 

Biazon said the reasons ran 
deeper than the unceremonious 
relief of Miranda. 

“You cant divorce it from 
events outside that have been 
transpiring since (Press) Secre- 
tary (Ignacio) Bunye waved those 
two tapes,” he said, referring to 
the "Hello Garci” tapes “that 
spawned allegations Ms Arroyo 
stole the 2004 presidential elec- 


Had it gotten the support of a 
critical mass of soldiers and peo- 
ple, jhe protest that grew more 


sentiment,” Biazon 


said. 


them. 


on religious leaders to support 
the people in protesting the state. 


А wey Significant” difference 
between Marcos and Ms Arroyo 
was that the late strongman had the 
fall backing of the military when he 
declared martial law, he said. Ms 
Arroyo did not have that kind of 
military support when she issued 
her emergency edict, he said. 


Appeal to soldiers 

Dizon said Sunday's standoff 
among Marines at Fort Bonifacio 
Showed a crack in the Armed 


tense as soldiers drove four 
tanks out of their barracks and 
parked them in front of the Ma- 
rine headquarters could have 
tumed into something like a 
“withdrawal of support,” Biazon 


"Think the soldiers were wait- 
ing for the buildup of the crowd. 1 
mean those who are inclined to 
withdraw support. 

event was along that line, a move 
with the intention of withdrawal 
of suppor,” he said. 

Personalities from disparate 
political groups and members of 
civil society joined the crowd 
gathered at the gates of the Ma- 
Fine headquarters to show sup- 
роп for the disgruntled Marines, 
Who feared the miliary brass 
would send troops to neutralize 


Hordes of civilians tried to join. 
the crowd, but were kept at bay 


launch a coup d'etat 
port the protests, 
said. 


1986. 


quarters. 
Former 


(Sunday's) 


Forces ofthe Philippines. 

"We call on them (soldiers) 
to withdraw their support and 
join protests for the peaceful re- 
moval of Arroyo . 


the priest 


Nationwide protests 

He said the mobilization of 
people clinched success for the 
first "people power" revolt that 
ended the Marcos dictatorship in 


“If it can happen during the 


by antiriot members of the Na- 
tional Capital Region Command 
and Southern Police Distriet who 
set up barricades on Lawton Av- 
enue fronting the Marine head- 


President 
‘Aquino herself was stopped at 
Gate 3 of Fort Bonifacio on Pa- 
song Tamo Extension, some 300 
meters from Gates 7 and 8 of the 
Marine headquarters, on orders 
of PNP Director Vidal Querol. 

Biazon turned emotional when 
asked if Col. Ariel Querubin, who 
led the protest and exhorted the 
people on TV to proceed to the 
Camp to protect the Marines, 
‘could face serious sanctions. 

If authorities file charges 
against Querubin or Brig. Gen. 
Danilo Lim, who had reportedly 
informed the military brass he 
‘would join street protests and 
withdraw support from the ad: 


rogue soldiers belonging to МКВ and the min- 
utes of a meeting dated Feb. 20, the police 
document said. 

“These two electronic documents revealed 
the identities of the rebels and their compre- 
hensive program of action for the ouster of 
PGMA and the setting up of a revolutionary 
government to be ruled by a council,” it said. 


| DOJ ARREST LIST 


| THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE VISTER- 
day released the following list of leftist mili- 
tants accused by the police of rebellion for al- 
legedly conspiring to overthrow the govern- 
телі. Human rights lawyer Romeo Capu- 
long said it was a "recycled list” of people, 
some of whom had already assumed legal 
personalities. 

* Jose Maria Sison, aka Joma, Amado 
Guerrero, Armando Liwanag (chair of 
the Communist Party of the Phillppines) 

ıe Luis Jalandoni (National Democrat- 
ic Front) 

+ Spouses Benito “and Wilma 
Tiamzon, aka Celio and Ria, respectively 

* Rep. Rafael Mariano 

Satur Ocampo 
Rep. Crispin Beltran 

© Rep. Teodoro A. Casiño 

* Rep. Lisa Maza 

* Rep. Joel G. Virador 

* Gregorio Rosal, aka Roger 


With alleged links to NDF: 
* Tirso Alcantara 
Benjamin Mendoza 
VicLadiad 
$ Nathanael Santiago 
+ Sotero Llamas 
Š Julio Atienza 
+ Edilberto Escudero 
Š Rosemarie Domanais 
+ Rogelio Vilanueva 
Leo Velasco 
Rafael Baylosis 
Š Prudencio Calubid 
š Philip Limjoco 
$ Julius Giron 
+ Allan Jazmines 
$ Antonio Cabanatan 
$ Fidel Agcaoili 
Edilberto Silva 
laria Concepcion Araneta Bocala 
+ Jorge Madlos 
+ Eugenia M. Topacio 
Š Francisco Fernandez 
+ Carlos Borjal 
Š Elizabeth Princepe 
Š duller Sison 
Š Randall Echaniz 
Rey Claro Casandre 
Edwin Aleid 
$ Tra Lubi 
Š Abdias Guadania 
Š Mike Gamara 
Š KaSelbio 
kim 
+ Tasio 
ө Randy 
Rosa/Sisa/Isid 
* Novo 
MEM 
© Rose 
Others who had been given safe 
conduct passes during peace talks 
2 Several other John and Jane Does 


dictatorship, i can happen now" 
Dizon said. 

Sanlakas president Wilson 
Fortaleza said that starting to- 
day, daily protests would be 
held in key cities nationwide in 
defiance of Malacafangs ban 
on rallies. 

“We firmly believe that the 
people, especially the workers 
and the poor, will break the ille- 
gal state of emergency through 
open protests... (Ms Arroyo) 
does not have а united military to 
Suppress the people,” Fortaleza 
said in a statement. 


not to 
jut to sup- 


ministration on Friday before 
he was restricted to quarters, 
they should also file charges 
against the President and Ange- 
lo Reyes, the senator said. 

“Remember the withdrawal of 
support is exactly what was done 
in January 2001. If they file 
charges against General Lim, 1 
think they should file charges 
against the President and General 
Reyes. They did what General 
Lim was accused of having done," 
hesaid, 

‘Then AFP Chief of Staff Angelo 
Reyes withdrew support. from 
President Joseph Estrada and 
backed the hordes that had been 
massing for days on the streets 
demanding Estrada's ouster. This. 
prompted Estrada to step down, 

‘Then Vice President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo was later sworn in as 
President. With a report from 

Volt Contreras. 


Corazon 
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Thaksin foes consider election boycott 


BANGKOK—THAI OPPOSITION PARTIES ARE EXPECTED sme о esters conid 
Monday to announce whether they will boycott snap polls sen gathering ers : 
called by Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, a move that з onal reform 
ч a я : face an election boycott that could throw 
could throw the kingdom deeper into crisis as rallies pee: wess Dhanna Army пой бейитти paces aay 
against the premier enter a second day. and their disciples has vowed to rally for "The best solution as of now is to hold 
Months cl атто а meeting of the four pany leaders, in- 
"Our Monday protest will have more gripped the capital Bangkok. Thal ийла (Thaksin's) Thai Rak Thai party, 
people joining fum the provinces” seid” Several thousand ` demonstrators \ comu on constitutional 
Son” Limghongkl, the. premiers camped out overnight in Sanam Luang to go ahead with political re 
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the and Thaksin movement that has for the third an Thaksin protest in less 
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By Tom Raum waves, from farors over Hurricane among Republican strategists. Their were aggravated by the White House 
Katrina and warrantless wiretapping partys electoral hopes in November failure to consult earlier and more 
WASHINGTON—PRESIDENTGEORGE to the errorplagued rollout of the may depend on whether Bush is able frequently on Capitol Hill, where law- 
W. Bush has been buffeted by one new Medicare prescription drug pro- to right his troubled presidency. makers are easily offended by per- 
calamity after another Ty what he may, gram, Vice President Dick Cheney's “Tm a big reformer And its timeto ceived presidential sights. 
he just cant seem to find action for his hunting accident, growing civil strife reform congressional relations atthe This failure to communicate was 
second-term agenda. in Iraq, and now the Republican re- White House,” said Scott Reed, a Re- most pronounced in the current dis- 
With midterm congressional elec- volt over the administration's Dubai publican consultant who managed pute over who should manage Ameri- 
tions approaching later this year, it port decision. Bob Doles 1996 presidential cam- cas seaports, but earlier surfaced in 
wont get any easier. "Тһе controversies have rocked the paign. Bush's decision to direct the National 
“The bad news has been coming in White House and caused alarm Some of Bush's recent difficulties Security Agency to engage in war- 
rantless domestic electronic spying as 


part of the war on terror. 
Republicans, who showed near un- 


equivocal support during Bush's first 
term, have been backing away as they 
weigh their own political situations. 
Since his State of the Union address 
‚Jan. 30, the president has traveled sev- 


eral days a week to promote his agen- 
your earnings and/or savings with the world’s fastest printing machines! | с ee on health > 
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i Social Security and the tax code re- 

Worlds Fastest Digital Duplicator World's Fastest Full-Color Printer main, but on a back burner. 

at 180 ppm at 105 ppm Yet most of this time, his message 
has been eclipsed by the controver- 

sies raging in Washington. 

White House officials were 
stunned by the most recent develop- 
ments—the Cheney shooting acci- 
dent and then the seaport deal. Aides 
ruefully wondered out loud, whats | 
next? 

‘Noone could have foreseen such off- 
beat episodes that forced the adminis- 
tration into crisis management mode 
and diverted attention from Bush's 
agenda, said one senior official 
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RIVADH—SAUDI SECURITY FORCES MON- 
day killed five men linked to a bid to blow up 
the world's largest oil-processing plant, dur- 
ingan armed clash in a Riyadh suburb, securi- 
ty forces and media reports said. 

“The clashes are over. The (suspects) lair 
was assaulted and we killed those we found 
there," said the source, who did not know the 
exact death toll. 

‘Ambulances were rushed to the scene but the 


the oil-rich Eastern Province, but their attack 
left two security men dead. The two would-be 
Suicide bombers were also killed. 

An al-Qaida statement posted on the Inter- 
net claimed responsibility for the attack and 
identified the two "martyrdom-seekers" in 
what the terror network claimed was a suc- 
cessful attack, vowing defiantly to attack 
more Saudi oil installations. 


large number of security personnel were de- 
ployed in the area, а resident said. 

The sound of automatic gunfire and 
grenades exploding was heard earlier in the 
eastern residential suburb of AlYarmuk, 
where the suspects were holed up, with secu- 
rity personnel blocking all exit routes. 

‘The Al-Yarmuk quarter is next to the Grena- 
da suburb where the first clashes took place. 
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Saudi police clash with suspects in oil refinery plot 


forces were deployed around the terrorists! 
hideout,” the source said, 

The two suicide bombers involved in the 
refinery attack both appeared on a list of su 
pected al-Qaida members sought by Saudi 
Arabia, the interior ministry said Sunday. 

‘Abdullah Abdul Aziz Ibrahim al-Tuwaijri 
and Mohammed Saleh Mohammed al-Ghaith 


each drove one of the two explosive-laden ve- 
“The firing began at around 5 a.m. after a “The clashes began when the Security hides the ministry said. AFP 
area around the siege 
house in the AFYarmuk 
suburb remained 
sealed-off 10 regular 
traffic amid a heavy se- 
curity presence. 

Two helicopters 
hovered over the 
scene of the hour- 
long shoot-out. 

‘The Dubai-based 
ALArabiya television. 
channel reported that 
“all the suspects, who 
were barricaded in a 
house in the east of 
Riyadh, have been 
killed,” putting the 
tollat five. 

According to its 
correspondenta large. 
quantity of arms were 
seized бот their 
hideout which had 
earlier been besieged 
by security forces 
amid a fierce firefight 
with automatic arms 
fire and grenades. 

The names of the 
five dead men were 
on a Saudi most- 
‘wanted list of 36 peo- 
ple, te Saudifi 
manced ТУ station 
said. 

On Friday suicide 
bombers attempted 
but failed to pene- 
trate the oil-process- 
ing plant at Abgaig, in 
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Germans helped US invasion 

NEW YORK— Germany passed inteligence on Saddam Hus- 
зап plan 1o defend Baghdad to US commanders а month be- 
fora the United States aded, The New York Times reported 
Monday. "Two German inteligence agents in Baghdad obtained 
2 copy of Saddam Hussein's plan to defend the Iragi capital, 
‘which a German official passed on to American commanders a 
month before the invasion.” the Times reported citing “a classi- 
Ted study by tne United States military.” The Times reported that 
"in providing the Iragi document, German inteligence officiais 
offered more significant assistance to the United States than 
thelr government has publicly acknowledged. The plan gave the 
American mltary an extraordinary window into Iraq top-level 
delberatons Including where and how Mr. Hussain planned to 
беру his most oyal Woops. Am 
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Iran-Russia nuke deal 

BUSHEHR, an an has reached a “basic agreement with Rus- 
sia on опу enriching uranium, officiais sakd on Sunday—but 
there was no immediate sign that t would suspend home-grown 
enrichment to alay fears Ihat ts developing nuclear weapons. t 
was uncer what this basic agreement Involved and both Russian 
aná iran fis ented serious obstacles to a ful! deal. 
These princioaly concemed a suspension ot Tehran's home- 
frown uranium enrichment work. t main demand ot Western 
Powers wno are threatening to press fr UN sanctions. The origi- 
fal Russian proposal had been for rans uranium to be enriched 
in Russia о dale suspicions rl iran might dvet some nuclear 
{ue into a weapons program. Reuters 


Exubera for diabetes treatment 
NEW YORK Pfizer Inc. has announced that Exubera (Insulin 
human [FONA ойд) Inhalation Powder has been approved 
by the US Food and Drug Administration for the treatment of 
adults with ype 1 and ypa diabetes, Exubera was found in 
clinical triats to bo a effective as short-acting Insulin injec- 
tions and to significant Improve blood sugar control when 
added to diabetes pls. Exubera, which Is expected to be 
valable for patients by mid-year, the first inhaled form of 
Insulin and the frst Insulin option nat does not need to be ad- 
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ministered by Injection in the United States. "Exubera В a ma- 
Jor, first-ot-lts-kind, medical breakthrough that marks another 
critical stap forward In the treatment of diabetes, a disease 
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that has taken an enormous human and economic toll world- 
wide,” sald Hank MeKinnal, chalr and chief executive offer 
of Pfizer. "The global incidence of diabetes is currently at ap 
demic levels. Milions of patients are not achieving or main- 
taining acceptable blood sugar levels, despite the availabilty 
of current therapies. Exubora meets а critical medical need by 
offering a highly effective and needle-Iree alternative to di 
betes pilis and Insulin injections to manage this complicated, 
debilitating disease.” 
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Political standoff 


P RESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO IS ONE LUCKY 


woman. In the last five years, she has survived sev- 
eral serious challenges to her presidency. Besides 
enjoying such great luck, she is also one smart political 
tactician who has outmaneuvered her opponents at every 
tum. 
She escaped ouster by the skin of her teeth when an an- 
gry, howling mob banged and rattled 
EDITORIAL the gates and fences of Malacañang in 
the so-called “Edsa 3.” This was after 
police subjected her predecessor Joseph Estrada to what 
the mob considered as the humiliating procedure of fin- 
gerprinting and taking mug shots of him. The police, ex- 
ercising maximum tolerance, saved her that time. 

In July 2003, about 300 junior officers and soldiers 
stealthily occupied the luxury Oakwood Apartments in 
the heart of the financial district of Makati and threat- 
ened to blow up their surroundings unless Ms Arroyo re- 
signed. She threatened to send the army in and to blow 
up the place to kingdom come. After a tense standoff, the 
proverbial cooler heads and the mistahs of some of the 
mutineers prevailed, and the junior officers surrendered. 

"The most serious challenge to her legitimacy as presi- 
dent came last year after the “Hello Garci” tapes surfaced. 
‘The tapes were considered concrete evidence of the charge 
that she had rigged and stolen the presidential election in 
2004, Leaders of the opposition and civil society called on 
her to resign, but after a long delay she apologized only for 
“a mental lapse” and did not step down. Things came to a 
head when 10 members of her Cabinet called on her to re- 
sign. Former President Fidel Ramos came to her rescue 
and proposed a change in the form of government to par- 
liamentary so she could have a graceful exit in 2007. But 
now, these plans are hanging in the balance. 

Last week, the President proclaimed a state of emergen- 
cy after alleging that the political opposition, “military ad- 
venturists" and communist rebels were working together 
to unseat her. Only last Sunday night, what could have 
been a smaller version of People Power took place at the 
Marine headquarters when a small crowd of civil society 
people and politicians surrounded a Marine colonel who 
was protesting the relief of the Marine commandant. In 
the end, the standoff was resolved after the protesting 
Marines call for people power was largely ignored. 

It appears that the nation is in for a long period of politi- 
cal turmoil and instability while the issue of the legitimacy 
of Ms Arroyo's presidency remains unresolved. Meanwhile, 
all phases of national life are affected. Government services 
and operations are affected whenever there і а political or 
military challenge to the President. The economy suffers; 
the peso and the stock exchange take a beating. Classes are 
suspended. Even congressional activities slow down. 

"This state of uncertainty and instability cannot go on for 
a long time without taking a toll on the nation’s life. The 
nation and the government cannot move on while political 
turmoil swirls around the person who is supposed to take 

. the lead in social and economic development efforts. 

Something has to be done to put to rest the issue ofthe le- 
gitimacy of the Arroyo presidency. She has been asked to re- 
sign for the good of the country but she has turned down all 
demands. Ms Arroyo, through all her acts and decisions, 
seems to be saying, “Over my dead body.” 

"The impeachment route was tried, but expectedly, it 
was blocked by the overwhelming numbers of the Presi- 
dents allies in the House of Representatives. It may be 
tried again sometime this year, but unless there is a dras- 
tic political realignment in the House, any impeachment 
‘move can be expected to fail again. 

Last week, a powerhouse group of businessmen, religious 
leaders and former high government officials met to discuss 
how to end the continuing political deadlock. But from ear- 
ly indications, the group will not be able to do much about 
the political standoff except talk about it and make some 
proposals that will surely be rejected by a President who is 
single-mindedly determined to stay in power at all costs. 

So it appears that the nation is in for а lot of political in- 
stability over the long haul unless some miracle happens 
before the next presidential election in 2010. The nation 
went through a similar period of instability from August 
1983, when former Sen. Benigno S. Aquino Jr. was assassi- 
nated upon his return to the country, until February 1986 
when the four-day People Power Revolution toppled the 
Marcos dictatorship. Filipinos, like all other Asian peoples, 
area patient people. They can wait, unless... 


head ofthis nation. 

All of us, nonetheless, were diminished by 
this incident. 

“The Marine commandant, Lt. Gen Renato 
Miranda, was relieved two days after govem- 
ment cracked down on a coup. Miranda quit 
voluntarily, Malacañang claimed. 

Not so, snapped one of his men, Col. Ariel 
Querubin. In protest, Marines were holding a 
vigil in the chapel, he said. Then he asked 
Catholic bishops to defend the Marines. "Well 
wait for all the people to really come here and 
protect us." Onli in da Pilipins. 

hours is too short to whip up a critical 
mass of people. But the Palace took no chances. 
it leaned on the press and blocked approaches, 
shooing away even former President Corazon 
Aquino. Among the few who were able to come 
were former Vice President Teofisto Guingona, 
‘some La Salle brothers, Catholic muns—and im- 
probable figures like Rep. Imee Marcos. Was she 
oblivious to the irony that People Power chased 
the Marcoses out of the Palace? 

People in gated enclaves dusted off their 
visas. Anxious overseas workers worked phones 
to check on their families. In the provinces, peo- 
ple sat glued to TV sets. But there was none of 
the spontaneous pouring into the streets, as in 
People Powers 1 and 2. 

‘Around Fort Bonifacio, the poor jostled for 
view along sidewalks to watch, as in 
TWowowee" Whatever “solution” emerged 
‘would have little impact on their daily lives of 
grinding penury and limited hopes. 

"We follow the duly constituted authori” said 
Brig. Gen. Nelson Allaga, as the Marines rerumed 
to barracks. Even as the sparse crowds melted, a 
defiant officer yelled support for Miranda. So, was 
this aborted golpe about personal loyalties? Or 


Gen. Generoso Senga calls "withdrawal of sup- 
port" they were in the nature of advancement 
of troops. But despite the ferocity of those at- 
tempts—the last one, in December 1989 near: 
ly succeeded, the rebel forces pushing govern- 
‘ment to the wall before American planes came 
to the rescue—never once did Cory declare a 
state of emergency or curtail civil liberties. 
GMA has done so. 

‘Asa result of which, Ramos says, his support 
for GMA is “waning, waning, waning...” 
Which subverts his point completely. What id- 
iocy You see a patent display of tyranny, you do 
mot say your support is waning, you say it is 
gone. You see a patent display of dictatorship, 
You do not say maybe, you say no. This is not a 
time for chewing cigars, this is a time for re- 
solve. This is not a time for political trapeze, 
this is a time to stand up and be counted, 

‘This only reminds us again that Ramos is the 
reason GMA is still there despite helloing Gar- 


"The fact that GMA has declared de facto 
martial law—arrests without warrant and ta 
ing over vital installations, as even two-bit 
lawyers in this country have pointed out, are 
mot emergency powers but martial-law pow. 
ers—on so light a provocation compared to the 
‘ones Cory experienced clearly shows it is not 
spontaneous, it is premeditated. It is not a de- 
fensive posture, itis an offensive action—in all 
the possible senses of the word "offensive." I is 
the unleashing of the very thing that had al- 
ready been fashioned by the Injustice Secre 
tary Raul Gonzalez late last year. Its thorough- 
ly ugly—the idea and its author. 

"The colossal difference in response between. 
Cory and GMA owes to two things. 

"The first is that Cory was dedicated to pre- 
serving liberal democracy, or the democracy 
that prevailed before martial law, while GMA is 
dedicated to preserving herself, or the power 
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was this about crucial issues of national survival? 

"For all the trappings of national govem- 
теш, we are not far from the era of the 
barangays,” wrote the late historian Horacio de 
la Costa, SJ. "And we conduct our affairs pretty 
much in the manner of Lapu-Lapu and Hum- 
abon. (Today's) congressman who moves 
around with his bodyguards is not much differ- 
ent from the datu with his retainers.” 

So, we can kiss goodbye our faint hopes that 
the military disinfected from the coup virus, 
Һай reemerged as non-partisan organization, 
loyal to constitutional values. And is it to early 
to bid farewell to our lingering pretensions (0 
being a democratic country? 

Look at General Order No. 5, which camps 
prior restraints on media, fracturing the Consti 
ution in the process. It resembles, in essence, 
Public Information Order No. 1, issued on Sept. 
25, 1972, by then Information Minister Francis- 
co Tatad. Both would substitute government 
censors for editors. 

‘Under martial law, the elastic phrase "nation- 
al security” promptly became identical with se- 
curity of the dictator and family. Inevitably, 
Philippine National Police censors would skid 
down the same road. 

‘Will publication, for example, of the dis 
рей plan to resurrect the no elections propos 
al in Article XX ( transitory provisions) of the 
proposed constitution violate GO 5? The draft 
would sneak in unelected parliamentarians, al- 
low Ms Arroyo to retain the presidency—and 
expand her powers to boot. 

"These led former Trade Secretary Vicente Pa- 
temo to write: “I notified members of the for- 
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that she has craved obsessively from the start 
You may fault Cory for many things (and | did; 
1 was one of her bitterest critics then), but you 
may not fault her for being power-hungry. 1 did 
say toward the end of her term in 1992 that 
given her stature, she could probably secure 
another term again if she wanted to. Her 
lawyers could easily have found a way around 
the proscription against a president having а 
second term, and the public would not have 
minded. Despite the many faults of her govern- 
ment, she retained an enormous amount of 
goodwill everywhere. 

But she did not run again, and she voluntari- 
ly gave up power. 1 ran out of praises at the 
time for what she did. 1 do not know which 
Cory has done more heroically, leading a na- 
tion against a dictatorship after August 1983, 
ог giving up power afier May 1992. In this 
country, in particular, Td go for the second: 
that is courage way beyond the call of duty. 
Embracing a cause against tyranny has become 
fairly common, turning one's back on power 
has become starkly rare. What lays the best 
and brightest in this country is not fear, it is 
greed. Look at the former activists who are 
part of GMA's junta now. Truly, as TS.Bliot 
Says, the world ends not with a bang but with a 
whimper. 

From Day One, GMA wore her vaulting am- 
bition on her sleeve, And itis a testament tothe 
blindness of the people of this country, or their 
greed, that ether they did not sec it or thought 
they could bend it for their own ends. Many of 
them are to be found now opposing GMA. But 
weren't her Marcosian tendencies abundantly 
in display from the star? I kept warning about 
it, particularly during the 2004 campaign 


mer Constitutional Commission that I dissociate 
‘myself from all ConCom activities." 

“Take а closer look at sections crafted by 
lawyers Romela Bengzon and Raul Lambino. Are. 
these not the same powers wangled by Marcos? 

‘Section 7 cancels the elections. This is the no- 
torious “No-ET" plan and would allow incumbent 
senators and congressmen to coast along for 
three unelected years (2007-2010). Section 9 
provides that 30 persons would become "mem- 
bers ofthe Parliament upon appointment by the. 
President” That's "stacking the decks.” Here are 
30 MPs who'll say amen to their benefactor. 

Section 11 says this ünelected and stacked 
Parliament “shall elect an interim Prime Minis- 
ter. He shall be a member of the Cabinet” So, 
why is the interim Prime Minister not the head 
of government, as in other parliaments? The 
next section unlocks this mystery. 

Section 12 stipulates that the interim Prime 
Minister and Cabinet exercise all powers “under 
the direction and supervision of the incumbent. 
President, i.e., President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

You think that's all? Read Section 13: "In the 
interim Parliament, the incumbent President 
(ie, President Arroyo) shall exercise the pow: 
ers vested in the Head of State and the Head of 
government under this Constitution.” 

"Thats in the congressional pipeline now even 
as Speaker Jose de Venecia soothingly assures 
one and all the “Мо-ЕГ plan is dead. 

"This wansitory provision plan would also be 

JA (Dead-On-Arrival ) if the press would give 
it the full critical examination it deserves. Inves- 
tigative reports would quickly note that in the new 
body to promote “Cha-cha,” co-chairs were main. 
sponsors in ConCom of these onerous sections 
‘And their backer? "Elementary, my dear Watson.” 

In a notforattribution interview, a senior of- 
ficial says: "We will ram through Article XX and 
the whole package by July" 

What's magic about July? we asked. Thats 
when another impeachment case will be filed, 
he replied. "Ah, so desu ka,” the Japanese cen 
sors would say in World War Il newsrooms. 
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when she was raiding the public coffers and 
Spending taxpayers’ money like a drunken 
sailor: Like Marcos, shell refuse to go, proba- 
bly well past 2010. She has. She will. 

"The second difference between Cory and 
СМА that accounts for the difference in their 
responses is that Cory was exceedingly popu- 
lar while GMA is exceedingly unpopular. That 
explains as well the difference in the nature of 
the coup that was launched against them. 

"The coups against Cory were coups in the 
strictest sense of the term. They were bathed in 
Secrecy—such as anything in this country 
can—and were meant to be surgical strikes. 
‘The reason for that is that the plotters could 
пот just count on government, including the 
chain of command, to resist them, it could 
count on the fundamental institutions of soci- 
‘ety—media, civil society, the Church, ete.—f0 
do so. The media in fact rose ns one to bitterly 
condemn the 1989 coup attempt, publishing a 
pooled editorial to that effec. 

"Today, ifthe media are rising as one, it is on- 
ly to condemn GMA taking on martialdaw 
powers. Or at least, the respectable media, not 
the toadies or today's equivalent of the Daily 
Express of the past (or the Daily Suppress, as 
the publie more accurately called it). The coup 
itself was openly advertised, the plotters fear- 
ing only governments response to it. Com- 
pletely unlike the coups of the past, the plot- 
ters expected the fondamental institutions of 
society as well as ће public not only to not re- 
‘sist it but ro support it. Hel, they even expect- 
ed their higher ups to go along with it. 

Different coups, different responses. The 
coups against Cory were launched by people 
determined to topple a legitimate government 
and scuttle democracy as we know it. Her re- 
sponse was to strengthen the institutions of the 
‘democracy even more, The coup against GMA 
was launched by people determined to topple 
а government shrouded in illegitimacy and, at 
least by its avowal, restore democracy as we 
know it, Her response has been to raze the in- 
stitutions of democracy completely. 

What can Isay? Hove Согу. 
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TIME, IN A STORY BY NELLY SINDAYEN, DE- 
тайы how a group that included Pastor Saycon fi- 
nalized plans to withdraw support from President 
Macapagal-Arroyo last Thursday evening at the 
Makati residence of Peping Cojuangco. Nelly 
wrote that Saycon assured a Washington oficial 
of continued friendly relations with the new gov- 
ernment, and spoke to Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, 
Who told the group it was “al systems go" for the 
plot at the Edsa Shrine. But since the story broke 
but, Saycon has denied his involvement, asser 
ing he was just helping plan for the Edsa 1 cele- 
bration. Frankly between him and Nelly whom. 
Туе known for many years, [d believe her any- 
time. She isa veteran journalist and wouldn't put 
her career on the ine on a fake story. 

Interestingly Saycon succeeded just days ear- 
lier in getting GMA to reappoint him to the 15- 
member Edsa People Power Commission, as his 
term expired last November. To accommodate 
him, GMA expanded the EPPC and he took his 
oath the other week in Malacañang 

Why was the Time reporter invited to that se- 
cret meeting? My guess is that the plotters must 
have felt confident that by the time the Time sto- 
ry came out, GMA would have fallen. 

If some people had doubts about govern- 
ments claim of a "tactical conspiracy” be- 
tween the ultra-Right, the ultra-Left and the 
‘opposition, that might have been dispelled last 
Sunday evening, when active and retired 
politicians rushed to Fort Bonifacio to give aid 
And succor to Marine Col. Ariel Querubin, who 
helped stage a coup against Cory Aquino in 
1989, and Maj. Gen. Renato Miranda. The two 

lieved of command on suspicion of 
conspiring to bring down the government. The 
presence of the politicians heightened the 
Tense standoff between the Querubin group 
and the newly appointed Marine comman- 
dant, Brig. Gen. Nelson Allaga. Many people 
could really have been hurt had it not been for 
Allaga's tactful handling of the situation. 

The politicians who trooped there were 
quite. irresponsible in fanning an already 
Volatile situation. Aquino's avowal, as she 


ONE OF THE FEATURES OF THE EARLY MARTIAL- 
law regime that, 1 suspect, drew more detractors 
than the more heavy-handed moves against the 
"enemies of the State,” were the impromptu hair. 
cuts that law enforcers gave long-haired male citi- 

‘All young—and not-so-young—men needed to 
do was to sport hair cascading below the ears to 
eam the immediate ire of soldiers and police, who 
‘would pull them out of jeepneys, buses and private 
vehicles for a shearing. I have yet to hear an expla- 
nation for these free tonsorial services, and what, if 
ever, the link was between revolutionary fervor 
and long hair 

"The only reasonable explanation 1 can come up 
with is that, given broad powers to go after рег 
‘ceived threats to the Marcos regime, the “utak pul- 
bura at pulis patola as human rights lawyer Rene 
Saguisag calls them, decided they might as well 
create a New Society of neat and shaven individu. 
als even as they were going after leftist radicals and 
rightist oligarchs. 

"Absolute power corrupts absolutely,” the saying 

goes. Absolute power also leads to paranoia and 
abuse. 
FR. JAMES B. Reuter, SJ. in his profile for the 
book "Heroes," recalls an incident that led to 
his house arrest for two years: the killing of a 
shoemaker known as Mang Adrian. 

Mang Adrian ran a small shoe shop across 
the convent of the Franciscan Missionaries of 
Mary and by dint of careful saving was finally 
able to buy a building in Quezon City. He had 
four tenants, three of whom readily agreed to 
move when told Mang Adrian was moving in. 
But the fourth refused to leave or pay the rent 
due, simply declaring that he had a friend in the 
military Near Christmas of 1976, three men en- 
tered Mang Adrian's shop and took him away. 
"That afternoon, Mang Adrian's wife received a 
phone call, with someone telling her to come 
and claim her husband's body. 

Father Reuter's crime? He sent reporters of a 
little-known newsletter, The Communicator, to 
ask questions at Crame, and they were able to 
dig up a warrant signed by Rolando Abadilla, 


ITS STRANGE HOW IT SEEMS LIKE ONLY YES- 
terday that | started writing this column and yet 
12 years have elapsed. Way back in 1994, I proba- 
bly knew just a bit more than most people about 
Philippine history, customs and traditions. 

My interest in this history and heritage started in 
one of my incamations as a seller of antiques. Prior 
to that, Í was a teacher, a profession I have never 
‘quite been able to shake off; imparting knowledge 
Ís truly a privilege and an excellent occupation for 
people with messianic complexes, In the course of 
Buying artifacts, it was important to discover their 
provenance, especially to ensure the object was not 
Stolen, to establish its age and where it may have 
been made. It was here that a way of life that was 

пе began to emerge from the shadows, fascinat- 
Ing stores of people that were fact and not fiction, 
tragedies that had long been forgotten, ghosts that 
had been lai to rest suddenly reappeared. 1 began 
to read Philippine history—not the one taught in 
school but first-hand accounts. It helped that I en- 
Joy reading and can't imagine Ме without a book. 
"The thing about it is that it wasn’t quite dates and 
events that 1 found fascinating but the trivia that 
opened more windows into that shadowy world. It 
was the footnotes, not the text. 

Under the circumstances, there was no way that 
one's interest would be limited to just antique іше 
niture, santos or even clothes. The houses and 
buildings began to resonate as well, for weren't 
these too part of that past? 

Writing about heritage led me to most of the 
archival sections of libraries which was a great 
treat. It also made me realize what a pity it is that 
we've lost the Spanish language since most of the 
books and documents pertaining to Philippine his- 
tory and related subjects were written in Spanish. 
"This means that there's no way for most people to 
check whether a writer is making things up or 
slanting facts since they can’t deal with primary 
Sources. Of gpurse, some people will not fail to 
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When politicos exploit a powderkeg situation 
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tried to enter the compound, that “all 1 want to 
do is pray" sounded quite plastic, and the AFP 
high command wisely stopped her in Makati. 
Gaudencio Cardinal Rosales, who had earlier 
been reported to have asked for people power 
to protect the rebel Marines, went on air not 
only to deny the rumor but also to say that all 
those who wanted to pray were welcome in 
various adoration chapels. Its heartbreaking 
to see how Aquino and other politicians couk 
be totally insensitive to the powder-keg situa- 
tion in the Marine compound. 

Аз the turmoil boiled in Metro Manila, local 
government officials, led by House members and 
the 1,600-strong Union of Local Authorities of the 
Philippines, rallied behind the embattled Presi- 
dent. As House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
rales noted, 90 percent of elected officials sup- 
port the administration, while a small group of 
has-beens, rightists and leftists seeks to bring it 
down. 

My brother Danny Olivares and his wife Neomi 
‘were in Davao City last weekend, and he recalled 
that on Friday night, they were in Jack's Ridge, a 
beautiful cluster of restaurants high up on a hill 
overlooking the city: He noted that while a huge 
screen in the restaurant showed the police chas- 
ing ralliers in Manila, no one minded it, and the 
Davaoenos continued to dine. Danny said the at- 
tirude was, "We don't want to have any part in the 
trouble in Manila. We just want to go on with our 
lives here.” This seems to reflect the attitude of 
the rest of the country. 

There's a lot of Monday morning quarter- 
backing among lawyers and politicians on PP 


Paranoia and abus 


Rina Jimenez-David 


опе of the more notorious enforcers of martial 
Taw. Abadilla, it turns out, was cousin of the re- 
calcitrant tenant. And when Abadilla's female 
relatives, devout churchgoers, heard about the 
incident and asked him about it, Abadilla led a 
contingent of 11 vehicles loaded with officers 
and soldiers and armed with an arrest warrant 
signed by Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile. 
‘The National Office of Mass Media, which 
Reuter headed, was shut down for two years, 
with guards on 24-hour rotation. 

"That was how petty—and deadly—the mar- 
tial-law regime could be. 

WE already have had a preview of how law en- 
forcers would apply Proclamation 1017. 

Last Friday, various groups attempted to march 
from various points of the metropolis to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary ofthe Edsa People Power Rev- 
olution- and yes, to denounce the declaration of a 
state of national emergency. They were stopped 
and driven away at every assembly point, with po- 
lice claiming the marchers were violating the "no 
permit, no rally” ordinance. 

Leaders of the marchers, including UP professor 
and Ingunen columnist Randy David, were later ar- 
rested (and since released), with the arresting offi- 
cers explaining that they were simply being "invit- 
ed" to shed light on issues of national import. This, 
despite the fact that a law (co-authored by Saguis- 
ag and Wigherto Tañada in the Senate) has been 
passed that makes “invitations” from police and 
military officers ilegal. 

“The next day Anakpawis party-list Rep. Crispin 
Beltran was arrested, the basis for the arrest being 
a warrant for rebellion issued, would you believe, 
in 1985, 21 years ago, before the Edsa uprising. 


The summing up 


SENSE AND 
SENSIBILITY 


Bambi L. Harper 


point out that those books are not so much about 
the Philippines but about Spain. 1 сап only recom- 

mend chat they read the books of Dr. Wiliam Hen- 
ty Set who Rar the briliant seis idea of 
окр up words in Spanish-Tagalog dictionaries 
to discover the culture of that early Filipino. 

There also exist in some of Шек libraries cole. 
tions of photographs, prints and engravings of the 
18 and 19th century that show a country we will 
never see, not just because irs the past but because 
what World War I failed to destroy, we managed to 
demolish ourselves. It may have made economic 
sense to the Chinese who bought property in Bi- 
fondo to maximize such valuable real estate and 
put up high-rises rather than preserving one-story 
Bahay na bato even if the Rizal family, for example, 
had lived in that house once. I probably still makes 
more sense to politicians to rename old streets with 
the names of their relatives or some other person 
whose chief claim to fame may have been his lack- 
Taster years as a councilor or senator or congress- 
man; his record being no teat to their own medi- 
ойу. 

What apparently didn't occur to them is that the 
old Binondo, having luckily escaped the destruc- 
Чоп that leveled the south side of the Pasig o rub- 
ble, had much more ambience with its cobble: 
siones and quaint names, more history, and won. 
erful examples of architecture. The names told 
Stories: Punaderos (for the opium dens) Aciteros 
(celles of oll), Jaboneros (sellers of soap), Nang- 


1017. Some lawyers echo former President Fi- 
del Ramos opinion that 1017 was “an overkill.” 
It seems to me, however, that it is easy to say 
“overkill” when they didn't have to make the 
tough decisions that had to be made last Friday. 


“®... [The factual necessity of calling out 
the Armed Forces is not easily quantifiable and 
cannot be objectively established since matters 
considered for satisfying the same is а combi- 
nation of several factors which are not always 
accessible to the courts... In many instances, 
the evidence upon which the President might 
decide that there is a need to call out the Armed 
Forces may be of a nature not constituting tech- 
nical proof. On the other hand, the President as 
commander in chief has a vast intelligence net- 
work to gather information, some of which may 
be classified as highly confidential or affecting 
the security of the state.” 

‘What the Court was saying was that there 
may be information not available even to ex- 
presidents but only toan incumbent that could 
Impact on his decision. The Stars legal colum- 
nist, Jose Sison, gave GMA that much al- 
lowance. 

Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman reminded Aquino 
that there is a precedent to PP 1017, and this is PP 
503, which she issued on Dec. 6, 1989, following 
the bloodiest coup attempt. He pointed out that 
Corys proclamation was legal then "and a similar 
ecaration now cannot be less valid and legiti- 
тше” He added that the government "does пос 
have to wait for a coup d'etat or rebellion to erupt 
and spread before КЗ nipped in the bud.” But Lag- 
man also stressed that while he has termed PP 
1017 as “at worst a harmless superfluity” he does 
not condone “wayward implementation . which 
transgresses civil liberties like free assembly free- 
dom of expression and press freedom." What the 
government should cautioned against, he said, is 
he over-extension of the PP o stifle political dis 
sent and contrive warrantless arrests and criminal 
Charges against perceived enemies of the State.” 


e 


Lawyer Argee Guevarra, describing the situation, 
said it was “absurd,” for how could an individual 
be arrested for rebellion "when the (anti-Marcos) 
rebellion won?!” 

"That same morning, police entered the printing 
facilities and editorial offices of the opposition 
‘newspaper Daily Tribune and took away some doc 
uments. It wasn't clear what the raid on the Tri- 
bune sought to achieve. 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao told a 
press conference that the Tribune staff would be 
ee to write and operate as they wanted, provided 
they adhered to "government standards,” though 
һе has yet to issue those standards and explain 
how such "standards" would be applied, assuming 
the media accepted or agreed with them, 


OBVIOUSLY, the Tribune is being made to serve 
asa warning to other bigger media outlets. 

Perhaps the authorities hope that if the me- 
dia community could be intimidated into si- 
lence or complicity by a raid on a small-circula- 
tion daily, then they wouldn't have to go after 
the other newspapers and broadcast stations. 
‘Troops have also been posted outside the 
premises of the two biggest broadcast net- 
‘works. "We are on Red Alert,” reads a sign on 
the gate of ABS-CBN. 

During the coverage of the standoff between 
two factions of the Marines Sunday, ANC an- 
chors entertained a phone сай from someone 
‘who introduced himself as a spokesperson of an 
underground military organization, although 
the call was discontinued because it was choppy 
and largely unintelligible. But this didn’t stop 
Cabinet Secretary Ricardo Saludo, a station 
guest at the time, from pontificating that, based 
fn what he had heard, the callers statement 
could be construed as “inciting to sedition.” 

"The cheek of the man! While taking advan- 
tage of the media's reach to spin the events as 
he saw fit, he was also issuing a veiled threat 
not just against ANC but to all of media as well. 
Perhaps we are seeing the early manifestations 
of how some people are getting drunk with 
power this early in the game. I just hope they 
get a really bad hangover, 


Tlang (for the sellers of this oil that made the Philip- 
pines a top exporter of this essence in the 19th cen- 
шү), Sacristia (for the road that led to the sacristy 
ofthe church) and soon. It would have been such 2 
fantastic come-on for tourists since they would not 
have found it anywhere else in the Orient. But it 
would have been an even greater privilege for the 
young to walk the streets national heroes walked 
And see the hotel, for instance, where Rizal stayed 
when be fus returned from Europe. Noone knows 
What those streets are now and even the Manila as 
Venice that Daniel Bumham rhapsodized about 
has been totally annihilated. You know its okay if 
you never had it to begin with, but to have had it 
And blown it chats really pathetic. But with us 
thats generally the case. 

‘Writing а column about historical events also 
opens your eyes to cenain realities, like the fact 
that the betrayal of the Filipino people by their 
leaders didnt startin the las century or how often 
rebelsfheroes were betrayed by their own com- 
Todes and delivered to the Spaniards, Americans or 
Japanese. Or how historical accounts are slanted 
‘or facts omitted depending on what the writer 
Wanted to convey, making you wonder how many 
Dfourso-called heroes would remain heroes if peo- 
Ple knew some truths about them. 

"The other week, while listening to Japanese Am- 
bassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki speak about the de- 
struction of Manila during the Liberation, it oc- 
штей to me that we were then prostrate and be- 
trayed and never really managed to get on our feet 
again. Lien to your grandparents speak of their 
Ме before the war, and you know what I mean. 

"The time has come 10 move on and i would like 
to thank all my reader, hoping that their interest 
in heritage and Filipino traditions and customs was 
awakened. To all my colleagues in the press as well 
эз Timin, Tess and Са and to all the people who 
made those years meaningful and fuil, many 
фаб D 


mem ТЫП 


Searching 


1 ASKED MYSELF A LONG TIME AGO HOW MUCH OUR 
politicians value the youth, but up to this day 1 am still ask- 
ing that question. In my search for answers, instead found 
myself asking more questions. For it seems that every ad- 
ministration has disregarded the youth and ignored their 
voice 

"The Arroyo administration completely misses the point. 
Instead of asking Fi- 
del Ramos, Jose De 
Venecia, Cory 
Aquino or Joseph 
Estrada about their 
views on Charter 
change, would it not. 
be more prudent to 
ask the youth what 
they think about 
these issues? Since 
ме are supposed to 
be the beneficiaries 
of Chacha, isnt it 
only right that our leaders ask us what we think? 

T really do not care what our past presidents or what the 
members of sham Consultative Commission have to say: 1 
care more about what my fellow youth have to say 1 do not 
‘want to inherit a constitution drafted by unscrupulous politi- 
cians. 1 do not want to inherit a government that came to 
power by lying, cheating and stealing. 

‘Unfortunately, the actions of the administration will cre- 
ate a big quandary for future generations. Our present-day 
politicians have been more than willing to sacrifice the voice 
and the future of the youth to pay off political debts. 1 hope 
they will not forget that it was the power of the youth that 
toppled two presidents and hopefully will topple the squat- 
terinMalacañang. 

"The proposal to shift to а parliamentary form of govern- 
mentis based on flawed premises. There is по empirical ba- 
sis to say that a parliamentary system of government will 
solve the problem of poverty. The problem does not le with 
the system but with the people who run the system. What is 
needed is a strong political will to reform the Commission 
оп Elections, strengthen our local governments, renegoti- 
ate our foreign debts, fortify our ailing domestic economy 
and reform the judiciary. Instead of exporting our engi- 
neers, nurses, doctors and our professionals, I think it 
would be more prudent if we exported our corrupt public 
officials. 

For decades, Philippine society bas been dominated by ap- 
athetic and politically mis-educated Filipinos. At times we 
blame the so- called masa for electing unscrupulous, untrust- 
worthy and incompetent public officals, but we should in 
fact be blaming ourselves, the so-called "educated" citizenry, 
for failing to politically educate our misguided countrymen. 

Tes time we shed our apathy. 1 do not want to hear some- 
day that Manny Pacquiao has been elected president and 
that Pinoy Big Brother housemates have become senators. 

Тһе media have to take a more aggressive role in reshap- 
ing the political culture of Filipinos. I suggest that instead of 
showing during prime time those silly soap operas which 
don't help reorienting the political culture of Filipinos in any 
way, TV stations should show the news and current айай, 
program, which today are shown when most people are al- 
ready asleep. Before we can expect people to begin acting to- 
gether, it is necessary that they be awakened and enlight- 
ned about the issues around them. To be informed is an es- 
sential first step in reeducating Filipinos. 

‘An informed and vigilant citizenry is essential for change. 
Knowledge can incite people to rebel against a government 
orto recreate themselves as they try to recreate society. It en- 
ables people to transcend their limitations and excel 

"The reason we have not toppled the squatter in Mala- 
cafiang is that we do not see a better alternative—not among, 
the leaders of the opposition especially Unfortunately, oppo- 
sition politicians are the same as those who are in power 
right now. We need a leader with vision and integrity a per- 
son who will listen to the сай of the youth for genuine 
change. 

Let us rise above our apathy and politcal mis-education 
and awaken the secret chords which empower every Filipino. 
to rise above his limits We may not change Philippine society 
suddenly and completely but we can save it one day at a time 
by doing the small things that can transform a rotten system 
into a genuine democracy. Our youthful idealism may yet 
move the people to participate in the reform of our institu- 
tions and the reconstruction of our political and economic 
systems. 

Tam praying for our future. I am praying for a time when 
our politicians will serve the public interest, a time when 
greed and corruption will not control the hearts of Filipinos. 

refuse to inherit a government corroded by corruption, a 
constitution which doesnt serve the interests ofthe people, a 
society that has remained deaf to the desire for change. But 1 
am afraid that one morning | might wake up to find myself 
disgusted, apathetic, tired and without hope for this country. 


Young BLoop 
John Henry С. Liquete 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


John Henry C. Liquete, 21, finshed AB Political Science cum 
laude at St. Louis University in Baguio and is now a 2nd year. 
student at the San Beda College of Law. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inguir 
ercom ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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THEY SAID 


More than money 

“it's not just a question of giving financial help. The 
damage caused may be more than what you are willing 
tooffer" 
Ае Sec. aul Gonzalez on the victims ofthe Шуа stampede 
etit 74 dead 


Mere photo ops 

"Until now, we are only treated to photo opportuni- 
ties by opposition leaders and members because their 
declaration to unify has not materialized.” 
house Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
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Recall Proclamation 1071 (5+ 


LETTERS - 


GLORIA — MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S 
Proclamation 1017 declaring a state of 
national emergency gives Filipinos an- 
other reason to rage against her arro- 
gant administration. 

With Proclamation 1017, GMA 
gives the military and police the pow 
er to do "whatever needs to be don 
with whomsoever they consider ene- 
mies, The proclamation can there- 
fore be used to silence all forms of 
criticism, even the media. It has 
paved the way for warrantless ar- 
Tests, capricious — government 
takeover of utilities (including media 
outfits and facilities), and a total ban 
on rallies. 

Alter the violent dispersal of rallies 
last Feb. 24, the Daily Tribune, which 
is known for its anti-government 
stance, was raided around 12:30 
am. of Feb, 25. Anakpawis Rep. 


Achance for COA to 


CONGRESS WAS RIGHT IN APPRO- 
priating the recovered $640-million 
Marcos wealth for agrarian reform. 
However, the administration of Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo appears to 
have squandered the funds to serve 
her political ambitions and greed. The 
masses may also be right to now refer 
to the money as "double dead”—twice 
stolen. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon 
should be commended for leaning on 
the Commission on Audit ro immedi- 
ately take an accounting of the funds 
and determine where they have gone 
after their turnover to the govern- 
ment by the Philippine National 


OPINIO 


Crispin Beltran and retired Gen. Ra- 
mon Montafio were arrested, and 
there were attempts to arrest five 
‘congressmen who were meeting in 
Sulu Hotel. What follows? Who else 
willbe arrested and what other insti- 
tutions will be taken over or gagged 
next? 

Proclamation 1017 must be déjà 
wu for those who witnessed the 
events that preceded the Edsa upris- 
ing in 1986. Once again, this time, 
government authorities are showing 
their low regard for the citizens’ 
rights, more particularly the freedom 
of expression. GMA is showing her 
true colors. The dark soul driving her 
administration and allies has re- 
vealed itself. 

Also, itis ironic that the issuance of 
Proclamation 1017 should take place 
when the country was commemors 


ing the 
20th am 
miversary of 
the first People Pow- 
ex. And to think that it was another 
People Power that put GMA in Mala- 
cañang in January 2001. Kaalagad 
Katipunang Kristiyano, an ecumeni- 
cal group that seeks total change in 
society, condemns all forms of sup- 
pression of people's rights and free- 
doms. Kaalagad calls for the recall of 
Proclamation 1017. 

Walang pataasan, walang laman- 
залі 

Isulong ang demokratikong pa- 
mayanan! 


Zen 


FR. BEN MORALEDA, 


spokesperson, 
SINDHY OBIAS, campaign staff, 
Kaalagad Katipunang Kristiyano, 
Kaalagadkkéyahoo.com 


be a hero 


"Bank. According to Drilon, the funds 

amounted to P35 billion, and most of 
the amount has been spent except 
the PS billion reserved for the hu- 
тап rights victims of the Marcos 
regime. 

The biggest scandal involving the 
fund was the P728 million released 
for the purchase of fertilizer, days 
before the 2004 elections. No farm- 
ers’ organization has yet come out to 
‘admit that it did receive the funds. 
On the other hand, witnesses before 
the Senate committee investigating 
the fertilizer scam have testified 
that the money was distributed 
through congressmen, governors 


and mayors apparently to enlist 
their support for Gloria Macapagal- 
Arroyo's presidential dreams, part 
2. We have here an instance of pub- 
lic funds used to perpetrate election 
fraud and ensure the “victory” of a 
sitting President, thus undermining 
the very foundation of our democra- 


y 
"The COA should heed the call of du- 
ty and perform this one heroic actif 
only to further the democratic cause of. 

transparency in governance. 
CHELSEA ANSELMO, 
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Case not appealed to La Salle president 


1 THE LA SALLE GREEN HILLS COMMUNITY 
} takes exception to the allegations made by 
2 Victor Agustin in his Feb. 15 and Feb. 20 


columns. 

То put things in proper perspective, may 
we point out that the complainant's parents 
did not personally approach our school presi- 
dent, Bro. Bernard S. Oca, FSC. They just 
wrote him a letter, which was dated Feb. 5, 
2006 and signed by their legal counsel. The 
school responded with a letter, likewise 
through the school's counsel, given the legal 
dimension of the issue raised. 

Prior to the appeal formally made by the 
parents in another letter (addressed to the 
grade school principal), dated Jan. 17, 2006 
and received on Jan. 19, 2006, the incident in 
question had already been investigated by the 
assistant principal. The probe was immedi- 
ately conducted after it was reported to him. 
on Nox. 9, 2005. In fact, the Discipline Board 
convened by the assistant principal rendered 
its decision as early as Nov. 18, 2005, in accor- 
dance with the school's standard procedure in. 
handling disciplinary cases. 

"The principal was aware of the case since 
she was furnished a copy of the investigation 
report and the violation reports served to the 
pupils concerned. 

The principal met with the concerned. 
ents on Jen. 20, 2006 upon receipt of their ap- 


peal on Jan. 19, 2006. During the meeting, 
the principal noted the general points raised 
by the parents, On Jan. 25, 2006, the parents 
were advised about those points that had 
been clarified with the assistant principal as 
well as the areas identified for further review. 
‘The principal then convened a review board, 
an independent body for that matter, on Jan. 
27, 2006, precisely to address the concerns 
raised by the parents in their appeal. 

‘The school emphasizes that Brother Oca 
has no direct role in the investigation con- 
ducted at the level of the assistant principal, 
‘who isin charge ofthe learning community to 
Which the concerned pupils belong. Neither 
was the school president directly involved in 
the proceedings of the review board (at the 
principals leve 

"The president only comes into the picture 
as the final arbiter of a case where the deci 
sion of the principal is appealed to his office. 
(But no such appeal in this case was brought 
tohis office) 

As of this writing, the school has rendered a 
decision on the appeal to the principal and 
has accordingly informed the concerned par- 
ents. 

—EVANGELINED.TAMACA, 
Grade School principal, 

La Salle Green Hills 

Ortigas Avenue, Mandaluyong City 


VAT like a vampire sucking nation's lifeblood 


THE VALUE ADDED TAX, RAISED FROM 10 
percent to 12 percent last February is a cruel 
tax. As a tax that comes with each and every 
sale of goods and services, it taxes the individ- 
ual from birth to death—that is, his or her hos- 
pital ЫШ at birth and funeral services upon 
death; the bottled milk that he or she guzzles 
as an infant and the medicine that he or she 
gulps before his or her last breath. 

Tt is a regressive tax because it hits every- 
‘one—rich and poor alike. Yet, our Constitution 
says that the Congress shall evolve a "progres- 
sive” system of taxation. A progressive system 
of taxation is one based on the “ability to 
pay—meaning, the higher the income, the 
higher the tax that one pays. But as a group, the 
poor consume more than the rich (less than 10 
percent of the population); therefore, they con- 
tribute more to VAT collection than the rich. 

A study by the National Tax Research Center 
showed that the total revenue from indirect 
taxes, which are based on sales tax, is much 
bigger than the total revenue collected from 
the income tax. Thus, the poor pay higher tax- 
es than the rich in proportion to their income, 
No wonder, the poor ges poorer while the rich 
get richer. 

VAT gives government a vested interest in 
rising prices. The higher the prices are on gaso- 
line, cooking gas, electricity, water, food and 
services, the more taxes it collects. And VAT is 
paid by the ultimate consumer. 

It is hypocrisy for government officials to 
claim they do not want prices to go up; they 


benefit from it. Businesses, which initially 
collect the VAT, are exempted from it. The law 
allows them to reimburse their VAT payments 
from their VAT collections. That opens a wide 
window of opportunity for graft, because 
businesses can pocket the collections, or 
share it instead with the government collec- 
tor. That is why the actual VAT collections av- 
eraged only 3 percent of the expected total 
VAT collection, Hence, revenue collections 
have dropped from 19 percent to 13 percent 
of GDP since 1998 when VAT was first im- 
posed. 

Credit agencies and banks are happy over 
the VAT rate increase because the higher the 
revenue government collects the better is its 
capacity to pay its loans and interests. Top gov. 
етпелі officials are happy because they сап 
borrow more money, including foreign loans, 
which they can tap for graft. After all, the 
amortization payments won't be coming from 
their pockets. 

Eighty percent of families that do not earn 
enough, according to an Ibon survey, are un- 
happy because they will have less food to fill 
their hunger, live under leaky roofs, and cut 
schooling for their children. Older people will 
face the possibility of dying much earlier for 
lack of money to pay their medicines, which 
now cost higher. 

AT is like a vampire that sucks the lifeblood 
of the nation 

—MANUELR ALMARIO, 
mfalmario@yahoo.com 


IF you have any complaints, 
photos by the Inquirer, you 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner 


phone or pager number or e-mail address for 


grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and 
may write to the Readers’ Advocate, 


Philippine Daily Inquirer 


Yague and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and tele- 


verification purposes. The Inquirer will not 


publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 
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Cabinet split on ending state of emergency 


From page Al 


based on (Defense) Secretary (Avelino) 
Nonong Cruz's briefing, we might have to 
wait for a couple more hours or days and that 
they'll just give the signal when everything is 
clear,” the trade secretary said. 


Standoff 

As early as Saturday, Favila said the eco- 
nomic managers had been telling the Presi- 
dent of the need to lift PP 1017 considering 
that the markets had remained sober. (See re- 
lated story in Across the Nation, Page A14.) 

“she was just nodding her head. She was 
just listening,” he said. 

Were it not for the Fort Bonifacio standoff 
with the Marines on Sunday, Favila said the 
President would have lifted the proclamation 
"between now (Monday) and Wednesday" 

“Until noontime Sunday, we were dis- 
cussing the lifting. Then the Marines started 
calling for media coverage. We had to drop 
the issue entirely" the trade secretary said. 

‘But with the standoff resolved before mid- 
night Sunday and the peso and stock markets 
behaving normally yesterday, Favila and the 
economic managers revived their push for the 
lifting of the proclamation. (See story on 
Page Al) 


Within normal range 

avila noted that the pes and stock mar- 
‘ket’s decline on Friday were well within the nor- 
mal range of trading activity and was way dif- 
ferent from the reaction in the 1989 attempted 


STRICT security measures enforced in Malacañang include a tight watch of the Pasig River by 


a Presidential Security Group member on board a barge. 


coup detat. 

He said the bloody coup attempt in 1989 
cost the country a 2.2 percentage loss in eco- 
nomic growth, P120 billion in business activi 
ty and P12 billion in tax revenues. 

“Тһе markets gave a good, encouraging 
sign that everything was back to normal, 
Favila said. 

He said, however, that the economic team 
had "no debate" with the security cluster on 
the law and order situation because the latter 
might have more information than it had dis- 
closed to the public. 


He said a majority of businessmen reacted 
positively to the declaration of a state of emer- 
gency although there were some who com- 
plained that it was rushed and the public had 
been kept in the dark about is justification. 

“f there was no concrete action taken, the 
market could have taken a tailspin and that 
would have been worse,” Favila said. 


Overreaction 
But one of the country's biggest business 


groups blasted Ms Arroyo's declaration of a 
State of national emergency as contrary to the. 


national interest and am “overreaction to 
events” 

‘The Makati Business Club (MBC) said PP 
1017 was issued amid Malacefangs insis- 
tence thatthe situation was under control. 

“Just as we urge the government to imme- 
diately revoke PP 1017, we also urge the 
‘Armed Forces to continue upholding the Con- 
stitution,” the MBC said in a statement. "In- 
stead of preserving democracy, the proclama- 
tion threatens peoples rights and freedoms 
reminiscent of martial law” 

"The warranties arrests, warnings and 
threats against media appear to be early indi 
ators of a crackdown against voices of dis- 
sent," itsaid. 

"ihe core problem lies in the lack of trans- 
pareng and accountability of our political 
leaders (and) our sai state of affairs is the cu- 
mulative effect of controversy and cover-up, 
which include the 2004 elections, Hello Gar- 
{tapes and the stil unreleased Mayuga Re- 
port on military involvement in the elec- 
tions,” the group said. 

"The MBC, along with the Financial Execu- 
tives of the Philippines and various civil soci- 
чу groups, called for Ms Arroyo's resignation 
in July last year when 10 Cabinet secretaries 
and high-ranking Malacahang officials de- 
manded the same. 

Guillermo Luz, the group's executive direc- 
tor, maintained’ that the MBC had not 
changed its position and believed that the so- 
cial unrest was the result of the unresolved 
controversies. With a report from Ronnel W. 
Domingo 


Markets upbeat nat’! emergency rule lifted soon 


From page Al 


were still willing to focus on positive market 
and corporate fundamentals rather than on 
political uncertainties. 

"As the session unfolded, investors may 
have realized that the declaration of the state 
of emergency was opportune and the right ac- 
tion to take to maintain stability in the sys- 
tem,” said Liboro. 

‘Among the most actively traded stocks was 
blue-chip Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. that shrugged off the 3.6-percent loss suf- 
fered by its American depositary receipts in 
New York on Friday. PLDT closed 0.3 percent 
higher at P1,780, boosted by strong 2005 fi- 
nancial results that beat analyst forecasts 

PLDT announced a record 2005 net profit 
0fP84.11 billion, up 22 percent from the pre 
Vious year, due to cost reduction and higher 
revenue from its cellular phone operations. 
(See story in Business, Page B1.) 

Pilipino Telephone, a unit of PLDT sub- 
sidiary Smart Communications, rose 3.2 per- 
cent to P3.20 after the mobile phone operator 
also reported a record high 2005 net profit of 
P13.46 billion. 

During Mondays session, gainers outnum- 
bered losers, 60 to 16, with total trade 
amounting to P1.16 billion. 

“A lot of investors felt the worst has 
passed,” said Oliver Plana, head of sales at 
Asiasec Equities. 


More difficult. 

Marcelo Ayes, Equitable PCI Bank chief for- 
eign exchange trader, predicted the peso 
would climb back to its recent highs. 

"The peso will resume the target of 51.66 in 
the coming days," Ayes said. The local curren- 
су hit a 3-4 year high of 51.42 against the 
dollar two weeks ago 

Even so, Ms Arroyo said the abortive plot 


by her political enemies, communists and 
"military adventurists" meant her administra- 
tion would now have to work three times 
harder to regain the momentum it had en- 
Joyed in implementing fiscal reforms. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said 
plans to improve the country’s finances would 
be more difficult to carry out after Ms Arroyo 
invoked emergency rule. 

“It will probably make it a little challenging 
at this point in time,” Teves, who took up his 
post in July last year as Ms Arroyo's fifth fi- 
nance secretary in five years, told Reuters in a 
telephone interview. 

"Tm hoping that things would settle down. 
But fit doesn't, I guess we just have to work a 
little harder and just get things clarified to the 
public and to the investors." 


The sooner the better 

‘Teves said the sooner the state of emergen- 
ey'was lifted; the better for the economic 
health of the Philippines, Asia's largest issuer 
of sovereign debt after Japan. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter Favila on Sunday 
said the government's economic advisers had 
recommended the lifting of emergency rule to 
allay fears of investors. 

Favila said he had assured operators of сай 
centers that the government would not take over 
their businesses under Proclamation No. 1017. 

Labor Secretary Patricia Sto. Tomas said 
the declaration of a state of emergency was 
hurting government efforts to attract invest- 
ments and create jobs. 

A Taiwanese investment mission had can- 
celed its Manila trip "because of the percep- 
tion that it will be chaotic here,” Sto. Tomas 
told reporters. “Apparently, they don't want to 
get caught up in trouble or be put at risk 
here.” 

Asked if she thought the emergency decla- 
ration should be lifted soon, Sto. Tomas 


Senators urge media to defy gov't 


From page Al 


“If you want to control the civil liberties of 
the people, you start with media. That's what 
government is trying to do. They are now try- 
ing to curtail media as a start,” Arroyo said. 

Following the Presidents declaration of a 
state of emergency on Friday, the Philippine 
National Police raided the office of the Daily 
"Tribune, 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao has 
also warned that police will take over medi 
facilities if they do not comply with govern- 
ment standards. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon, Majority 
leader Franeis Pangilinan and Senators 
Manuel "Mar" Roxas Il, Rodolfo Biazon and 
Pia Cayetano yesterday filed a resolution 
seeking an inquiry into government acts in 
connection with Proclamation No. 1017. 

Other senators have signified their inten- 
tion to sponsor the measure. 


Senators denounce raid 

In the resolution, they condemned the 
police raid on the Tribune's editorial office 
and the arrest of private citizens, as well as 
lawmakers critical of the Arroyo adminis- 
tration. 

‘The senators also maintained that a state of 
emergency neither suspended the Constitu- 
tion nor limited civil liberties, basic human 
rights, freedom of the press and other basic 
rights enshrined in the fundamental law. 

"How can we expect our people to adhere 
to the rulo of law if the highest office in the 
Jand can so easily twist and circumvent the 
fundamental law to meet its desired ends?" 
Pangilinan said. 

Earlier in the day, Liberal Party members in 
the Senate and the House of Representatives 
held a caucus and agreed to question on the 
oor the legality of government acts carried 
оцуп conngetion with the proclamagjon. 


"This is an intimidating act. They first tar- 
gered Tribune. Who's next?” Biazon said. 


News stories toned down? 

"Do you know what 1 notice now? The sto- 
ries have been toned down,” he said, holding 
a daily. "Even the commentaries have been 
toned down. Which means the objective of 
the proclamation is now slowly being 
achieved.” 

Arroyo said any law, executive order or 
government action that ran counter to the 
‘constitutionally protected rights of the press, 
expression and speech “is unenforceable.” 

“Even ifthe people exercise free speech and 
expression, or assemble to redress their 
grievances, nothing will come out of it unless 
media reports it freely" he said. 

“Thus, the President cannot, under the 
guise of national emergency or public inter- 
est, arbitrarily order the takeover or direct the 
news content of television or radio stations 
and thereby deprive the public of free and bal- 
anced information.” 

"Such an assertion of the government can- 
not prevail over the superior right of freedom 
of the press, expression and speech,” he 
added. 


NTC can't close radio, TV 

Arroyo said the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission or any government body 
was not empowered to draw up guidelines on 
what electronic media could or could not air 
"because that amounts to prior restraint 
which is constitutionally impermissible.” 

"They can only regulate the airwaves but 
they cannot say that they will close (down ra- 
dio or TV stations)," he said. 

Fm chair of the committee on public ser- 
vices and legislative franchises so I know it by 
heart. They do not have any power to oversee 
media," he added. 

The maverick administration senator 


replied: "We cannot exist under this cloud for 
a long time. I am sure when the situation nor- 
malizes, we can normalize, too." 

Market analysts also said that favorable in- 
vestor sentiment would depend on how fast 
Ms Arroyo could get things back to normal. 

“That requires the speedy lifting of Procla- 
mation No. 1017 and the President looking. 
firm against conspirators without appearing 
paranoid," ING analyst Tim Condon. 

Fiscal reforms 

Teves said he boped an improvement in the 
security situation over the long term would 
accelerate fiscal reforms. 

The Arroyo administration aims to cut this 
years budget deficit to P125 billion, or 2.1 per- 
‘cent of gross domestic product, with a higher 
sales tax and efforts to camp down on evasion. 
‘The 2005 budget deficit was below target at 
P146.5 billion, about 2.8 percent of GDP 

Tevessaid his team would meet with senior 
military officials today. “The next two days 
probably should help clarify some uncertain- 
Чез and unclear matters in our mind,” he 
said 

‘Two of the three major ratings agencies up- 
graded their outlooks on the Philippines to 
stable from negative this month before Fri- 
days declaration of emergency rule. Only 
Moody's Investors Service, which rates the 
Philippines the most harshly at four notches 
below investment grade, has kept its negative 
outlook. 

Standard & Poor's on Monday said its rat- 
ing on Philippine debt would stay at three 
notches below investment grade unless the 
situation was protracted. 

"There are some political uncertainties and 
this is unfortunate,” Ping Chew, S&P's direc- 
tor of sovereign ratings, told a teleconference. 
“If this remains unresolved, it could impact 
policy and reform efforts. И could induce neg- 


control 


slammed Lomibao's threat to take over recal- 
citrant media. 

"How can a policeman understand freedom 
of the press? Нез a policeman,” Arroyo said. 


Total press ban not allowed 

Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago said that 
even during a national emergency, "govern- 
‘ment may not impose a total ban on mass me- 
dia” because free speech “occupies the high- 
ей priority in the hierarchy of constitutional 
values.” S 

She said the constitutional provision that 
authorized the government to “temporarily 
direct che operation of any privately owned 
public wit or business affected with public 
interest" was пос found under the constitu- 
tional article on the executive department, 
but "under the article on national economy 
and patrimony” 

"This provision is applicable, not to a na 
tional emergency affecting political stability, 
but to a national emergency affecting the 
economy" said Santiago, also an administra- 
tion senator. 

"Since 1017 applies mainly to political 
emergency, the invocation of this economic 
Provision has marginal relevance" she aid, 

"It cannot be used as a basis for restricting 
mass media, unless the media report is direc- 
ly related to the promotion of a coup d'etat or 
rebellion,” she added. 


GMA urged to cease, desi 

Saying that "those who wield the gun and 
not those who wield the pen” were its ene- 
mics, Sen. Ralph Recto advised Malacañang 
io “tease and desist” from taking actions 
which “abridge the freedom of the press.” 

Не warned the Palace that it will Jose “the 
banie for public opinion И it alienates 
through underhanded tactics the very sector 
that shapes it.” 

"Malagahang should not pick up a fight 


ative sentiment" 

Fitch Ratings, which rates Philippine debt 
at two notches below investment grade, said 
it remained comfortable with its stable out- 
look but was monitoring the situation. 

“1 do not want to sound alarmist but it is 
not difficult to envisage a worst case scenario 
in the Philippines and obviously we would 
need to respond to that," said James McCor- 
mack, head of Asia sovereigns at Fitch. 


Credibility 


Other analysts said Ms Arroyo's decision to | 


declare a state of national emergency had un- 
dermined the country s credibility, weakening 
it abroad and deterring badly needed invest- 
ment. 
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“It has certainly sent many negative signals | 


not only here but internationally.” said Ben 
Diokno, a University of the Philippines eco- 
nomics professor and budget secretary under 
the short-lived" term of former President 
Joseph Estrada. 

“It won't be good for foreign investment .. 
mot now. The political uncertainty is too 
great," Diokno said. 

Peter Wallace, a business consultant who has 


said that internationally televised footage ofan- 
ti-Arroyo demonstrations on Friday exaggerat 
<d the small amount of violence that occurred 
and damaged the country's image. 

“I think foreign investors who may have been 
sitting on the fence will be reluctant to invest 
now, and foreign investment is what this coun- 
try desperately needs right now” Wallace said. 

Net foreign direct investments for the first 
10 months of last year amounted to $863 mil- 
lion, а 64-percent rise over the same period in 
2004. But the Philippines still lags well be- 
hind the rest of its Asian neighbors. With re- 
ports by Jerome Aning, Michele V Remo, Gil 
C. Cabacungan Jr, Reuters and AFP 


with those who buy ink by the barrel," Recto 
said, 

“If democracy is under attack, then you tap 
the most potent weapon in its arsenal, whieh 
is a free press. You dont launch a counterat- 
tack on the media, but you use it in winning 
people over to your side,” he said. 

Recto said “democracy can never be in- 
voked" in curtailing the freedom of the press, 


Recklessly conceived 

He described as “recklessly conceived" the 
assertion that some members of the media 
had “recklessly magnified” the "claims" of al- 
leged conspirators. 

“As far as 1 know, there were no screaming 
headlines calling on people to rise against the 
government," Recto said. 

“On the contrary it was media's untram- 
meled coverage of the demonstrations which 
probably saved the day for the government. If 
there was a news blackout, people would 
have believed the propaganda that a million 
people are massing up on Edsa,” he sid. 

“But because the rallies were covered live 
by TV they knew the real score.” 

Recto said the people "know how to pro- 
cess information; they know chaff from the 
grain, substance from spin." 

During the swearing in of a new set of offi- 
сеп of the PNP Press Corps in his office, 
Lomibao insisted that freedom of press was 
"not absolute." 

"These are not normal times, we are in a 
state of national emergency" he said. 

Media attacks on government were "not 
good for the economy, the police chief said. 

ina statement signed by 124 students, fac- 
wy members and administrative staff, (һе 
University of the Philippines College of Mass 
‘Communication demanded that the President 
rescind her emergency proclamation, saying 
“it clearly undermines the role of the free 
pressinthecountry” а 
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Lift 1017, Mindanao traders urge GMA 


DAVAO CITY—MINDANAO BUSINESS LEADERS 
have expressed concern over a prolonged state of 
emergency, saying it was beginning to be bad for 
business. 


Although local business groups issued advisories against ‚travel to 
are supporting President Maca- the Philippines following the dec- 
pagal-Arroyo's declaration on Fri- laration of the state of emergen- 
day of a state of emergency, cy 
Romeo Serra, chair of the Min- But Serra said such advisories | 
danao Business Council (MBC), would have little effect оп 
said on Friday a prolonged situa- agribusiness, which comprises 
tion was bad for business. the bulk of Mindanao businesses. 

Serra urged the President to “While local businesses are 
lift Proclamation 1017, saying it aware of the real things happen- 
had already "done its purpose in ing In the country ... it is (ш 
foiling a purported plot to over. vestors from) foreign countries 
throw Ms Arroyo. that will hesitate to come here be- 

"With the state of emergency cause of the state of emergency" 
in effect, no tourist will come to he said. 
the country because the state- “If I'ma tourist operator book- 
ment itself is negative. Lifting it ing 200 foreigners for a visit here, 
(declaration of state of emergen- do you think that they will stili 
(9) will be better for the country, come after the declaration?” Ser- 
better for the economy, and bet- ra asked. 
ter for business,” he said. But he clarified that the busi- 

Serra said the situation would ness community fully supported 
gravely affect tourism and the fi- the presidential proclamation. He 
Баса sector, which had already said Ms Arroyo was just protect- 
been showing signs of takeoff be- ing herself against the threat ofa 
fore the declaration. coup. 

After the Asean Tourism Forum Since the plot had already = 
(AT) in Davao, for instance, a been thwarted, it is now time for | > n xi 
number of tourism operators Ms Arroyo to lift it and restore š i 
around the world were about to normalcy, he said. 3 d i 
put Davao on the international He said the declaration had al- | Б a š u 3 
tourism map, һе noted, ready served its purpose and pro- : x : ——Ó еса 

“But after the declaration of longing the state of emergency | PROTEST TARGET ET 
a о how can you would send fears to the business | A policeman stands in the way ofa group of protesters in Baguio City demanding a stop to moves to amend the Constitution and calling 
promote now?" he asked. Sector. Germelina Lacorte, PDI | for the ouster of President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘Australia and Hong Kong have Mindanao Bureau == 
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Scout Rangers housing 
project rites cancelled 


By Tonette Orejas Lt, Gen. Romeo Tolentino, 
PDI Central Luzon Desk chief of the military's Northern 
Luzon Command, said the hous- 
CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE ing project was “not a form of 
government's promise of housing bribe” to Lim's more than 200 
Benefits has apparently failed to men, as former President Fidel 
placate soldiers from the Army's Ramos would like to believe. 
{st Scout Ranger Regiment in "Тһе Kawal Kalinga (housing 
Camp Tecson in Bulacan. project) has been going on for 
Military said the al- quite a time now. That for the 
Jeged coup plot tobe led by mem- Scout Rangers in Bulacan came 
bers of the regiment and their late, however. But when a civilian 
commander, Brig. Gen. Danilo donated a land for that purpose, 
Lim, was being planned even as the project for them began,” To- 
President Macapagal-Arroyo was lentino told the INQUIRER in a tele- 
scheduled to grace the ground- phone interview on Sunday. 
breaking rites on Saturday for Nolcom documents showed 
their offbase housing project other Kawal Kalinga sites in San 
outside the unit's headquarters in Jose de Urquico near Nolcom's 
San Miguel, Bulacan. ‘Camp Aquino in Tarlac Сі 
An Army officer confirmed the Bonifacio in Makati City; Ca- 
scheduled event in which Ms Аг. gayan de Oro City; Camp Riego 
Toyo agreed to stand as guest of de Dios in Trece Martirez Сіз; 
honor and speaker. Cavite; Cabanatuan City; Camp 
"It was cancelled for obvious Lapu-Lapu in Cebu City; and Fort 
reasons” the officer said, refer- del Pilar in Baguio City. 
fing to developments that зам All sites have been declared 
the President declaring a stare of and approved by Ms Arroyo for 
national emergency on Friday. the soldiers housing needs, Nol- 
‘Saturday's ceremony was in- com reports showed. 
tended to boost soldiers morale Tolentino said the Barangay Tar- 
and highlight welfare support taro site near Camp Tecson in San 
that Ms Arroyo and Vice Presi- Miguel was not only intended for 
dent Noli de Castro launched for Scout Rangers but also for military 
the elite soldiers in January retirees and government employees, 
Before the scheduled ground- Asked why the Scout Rangers 
A U T O M о T 1 ү Е breaking ries, Ms Arroyo had vis- had figured in alleged plots to 
1 ited Camp Tecson twice to meet overthrow the government, To- 
Lim and the Scout Rangers as lentino said: “I don't want to make 
coup jitters plagued her adminis- any deduction. You have to study 
tration. the background of the unit” 


More Moro women wanting 
to leave for overseas jobs 


COTABATO CITY—MORE MORO Education reported the need for 

women have been seeking em- 3,268 new classrooms this school 

thé concept of luxury driving in а new light-design that is functional combined with ployment overseas in the past year but it had no funds for new 
Taree years, authorities here said. school buildings. 

Lawyer Silvino Cinches, former Existing schools had been built 
director of the National Bureau of only with congressional funds 
Invesigation in Central Min- chat were “scarce in terms of ac- 
сөп afford. Come and visit our showrooms and gear up for the next big thing. ] danao, said at least 200 Muslim tual release” by the national gov- 

Women applicants for overseas ernment, said ARMM Education 
Employment clearances troop to Secretary Udiog Kawit. 
the bureau's office here daily. The Office of Muslim Affairs 

Cinches said many of the job here corroborated the report pro- 
seekers looked younger than the vided by Cinches before he те 
ages they had entered in their ap- tired last week, 
plication forms. Many ofthemare Most of the women applicants, 
Denween 15 and 18 years old, he records showed, came from the 
said. Maguindanao towns of Rajah 

‘The Regional Commission оп Buayan, Sultan sa Barongis, Datu 
> Bangsamoro Women in the Au. Saudi Ampatuan and Mamasa- 
š 4 £ wm cum tonomous Region in Muslim Min- рапо and parts of Midsayap, Ale- 

y Excluanly Assembled and Distributed by. ute Prominence Corporation 2204 danao attributed this to perennial osan and Pikit in North Cotabato. 
г малого Deere: Auto Promnance Makati inc 2326 Penang Төте! clashes between rebels and gov- ‘Schools in these areasare either 

2304 Pasang Tarno Bars, Manat Cay* Yt: 817-108 1/84/ 68. ‘ernment soldiers, which affected flooded or have been destroyed in 
1235732 Transcor Meters, ine | the governments education pro- fighting between rebels and s 

m. diets. Nash Maulana, PDI Min- 

‘The regional Department of, danao Bureau ^ — 


The shape of bigger things to come. 


Introducing a new breed of luxury SUVs, PickUps and All-Terrain vehicles thet reshapes, 


‘technology that is ingeniously practical. All the comforts of luxury driving at a price you 
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Explosives package found 
in Taguig City mini park 


By Jocelyn R. U) drenched by rain and could have 
due 2 been dumped there for quite 
RESIDENTS OF TAGUIG CITY some time" Garcia said in a 
panicked afera package contain- phone interview with the bom. 
Ing explosives was found in a mi m 
ni park at noon yesterday 

Fhe package was discovered 
by Leif Lapitan in the park at 
Barangay Sampaguita, about 75 
meters away from the parking ot 
ofthe Market! Marketi shopping 
all, said Maj. Bartolome Bacar- 
To, Army spokesperson. 

ut Southern Police Diet 
Chief Wilfredo Garcia described 
the explosives as "od" and “no 
longer combustible.” 

“the explosives were already 


‘After Lapitan called author 
ties, a team from the Philippine 
‘Army's Explosive and Ordnance 
Battalion, together with the 
‘Taguig police, went to the area, 
ску police chief Supt. Ramon 
Reyes said 

Found inside the package were 
five dynamite sticks, two non. 
electric blasting caps, 2 two-me- 
ter time fuse and a blue plastic 
container. 

The explosive device was suc- 


METROBRIEFS 


jean’ attack 

АМАН attacked his neighbor In Pasay City on Sunday. 
armed. of al things, with a dusipan. The police said Joel 
Zamora was walking along Mulawin Streetin Barangay 
Maricaban at around 5 p.m. when his neighbor Miguelito 
Ramil, blocked his path and attacked him with the dust- 
pan. Zamora suffered several injuries in he ead and 
body and had to be brought to the Pasay City General 

uusmunon Hospital lor treatment. Ramil, meanwhile, escaped. 

тө ro 


Special trash collection for a fee 

QUEZON City lawmakers are toying with the idea of making city-run garbage 
services avaible to private faces for a fe. A proposed ordinance has 
been fied authorizing the local Environmental Protection and Waste Man- 
agement Department (EPWMD) to accommodate requests by private 
Groups for ls services, particularly tne use of garbage trucks on special 
ips Five councilors, ied by Restituto Malangen. said many factories pro- 
duce alot of waste which could not be accommodated during the regular 
Garbage collection service. prompting them to engage the services of 

Nate fms, For every trip using a 10-wheeler dump truck, the EPWMD can 
Charge Р 000 and 3.000 per trip using a mini dump truck the councilors 
Suggested. The revenues wil go to the city's general fund. The other propo- 
ent of the ordnance are Rommel Abesamis, Eric Rey Medina, Francisco 
Саву Jc. and Janet Malaya. DJ Yap 


Mandaluyong targets cigarette vendors 
IF plans push through, Mandaluyong City oficials will not only go after 
cigarette smokers but also the people who sel them on the streets. О 
re now studying the possibly of amending an existing city ord 
against smoking in public places, the pubiic Information office 
teray. The City Ant-Smoking Task Force cently announced its operatives 
had arrested 1,729 smokers last year almost 90 percent of whom were 
jeepney drivers. City Ordinance No, 279-2004 bans smoking in enclosed ot- 
Ticas of pubiic buildings, Schools, malls, hospitals, cinics, business estab- 
lshmerts as ме as in jeepneys, tanis, reyes and even pedicab 

Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


Where was Secretary Cruz 
during the standoff? 


THE STANDOFF AT THE MARINE 
headquarters in Fort Bonifacio was 
clear proof that some people were 
ош to overthrow the government 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo 

Defiant Marine Col. Ariel 
Querubin himself admitted to 
media that some members of the 
elite force, in full uniform, would 
have marched at Edsa side by 
side with the opposition and mili- 
tant groups to air their 
sentiments against 
the administration. 

Had they done 
that—even if they were. 
mot armed—that would 
have been tantamount 
toa mutiny 

Querubins plan, 
and the revelation by 
‘Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso 
Senga that the Army 
Scout Rangers were to 
have taken part in the 
fray, was enough to justify Procla- 
mation No. 1017. 

Proclamation 1017 was an act of 
self-defense on the part of Arroyo's 
‘government. 

Had the declaration of a state 
of emergency excluded the sti- 
fling of media, the citizenry 
would have understood. It was 
an overreaction on the part of the 
Arroyo government. 

But, oh well, in a life-and-death 
situation overreaction is better than 
no reactionat ай! 

President Arroyo would be 
well advised to let the media re- 
port the news as they see fit, not 
according to what she and her 
subordinates want it reported. 

‘The biggest mistake she made 
маз in having the Philippine Na- 
tional Police threaten newspapers 
and other media outlets that it 
would look at the contents oftheir 
stories 

Closing down The Daily Tri- 
bune is reminiscent of Marcos 
martial law, on a smaller scale. 

If the President continues to sti- 
fle the media, she places herself in 
am embarrassing position because 
media will continue to defy the gag 
order, 


rine Corps headquarters by let- 
ting its top officers settle the 
problem among themselves. 

It would have been a tragic mis- 
take had Army troops been sent to 
quell the potential rebellion. 

"The rivalry between the Army 
and the Marine Corps would 
have blown up into а shooting 
war had the Army stepped into 
what was an internal affair 


1 cant understand 
why Maj. Gen. Renato 
Miranda was ‘relieved 
as Marine commandant 
‘when it was he who dis- 
suaded Col. Querubin 
from pushing through 
with his plan to march 


ON TARGET 
e 


МУ ucc some 
ГЛ ые 


Ramon Tulfo И the chame 
Ramon TUYO a ins: Miranda was 
that he didnt have 
Querubin taken into custody as 
Senga did with Rangers chief 
Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim- remem- 
ber that the Marines are a very 
closely knit group. 

Marines went one another more 
than brothers, the dose relation- 
Ship born in combat 

Miranda, considered a father 
by the Marines, probably had the 
misguided "son" Querubin cool 
Off before taking him into eus- 
тойу. 

However, Brig. Gen. Nelson Alla- 
ал, who replaced Miranda, s an- 
Шыт highly respected officer. So, 
the Marine Corps 8 sl in good 
hands. 

Where was Defense Secretary 
Avelino Cruz during the Fort 
Bonifacio crisis? 

Unlike his predecessor, Angelo 
Reyes—during the Oakwood 
Mikiny. Cruz was nowhere near 
the Marine headquarters. Reyes 
was in the vicinity ofthe Oakwood 
припой during the Oakwood 
Standof тот san to finish 

T have it on good authority the 
President ordered Cruz to make his 
presence e at Fort Bonifacio dur 
ing the standoff. 

‘Oh well, what do you expect 
froma pamperediawyer who never 
wanted the job of defense seere- 
шу? 


Malacañang deftly handled 
the standoff at the Philippine Ma- 


cessfully defused with no unto- 
ward incident,” Bacarro said in a 

Reyes said the explosives ma 
have been placed there “just 
create panic,” in the wake of Pres 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo's move 
to declare the country under a 
state of national emergency, and 
опе day after a six-hour standoff 
between groups of Marines in 
Fort Bonifacio, 

Tt is also possible that the pack- 
age was abandoned by people in- 
volved in dynamite fishing or 
small-scale mining who hap- 
pened to pass by the area, he 
added. 


they might have wanted to avoid 
being caught and arrested for 
possession of illegal explosives,” 
he молаға yesterday 

ry and the police 

have set up checkpoints in three 
d Fort Bonifacio the 


measures were inter 
lay when a group of 


lief of their commander, Ma 
Gen. Renato Miranda. 
They returned to barracks 
b idnight after the 
issue was resolved. 


ДЕ 
Quest for justice not over 


By Tina б. Santos Ong quoted Chua as telling 
‘Tabarilla. 

Chua's wife, Amet, however, 
said that even without her hus- 
band, her quest for justice for 
their son's death will go on. 

“We are not about to give up 
running after the others who 
have not been caught. Welson 
may have forgiven our son's 
killers, but the pursuit of justice 
remains,” she told the Inquie, 

‘Two other suspects, Joseph 
Tan and Michael Von Rainard 
Manangbao, remain at large. The 
four suspects were also ROTC 
cadets from the UST. 

"The first suspect to be arrested, 
Arnulfo Aparri Jr, was convicted 
for Marks murder in March 2004 
and sentenced to death. 

After Mark's exposé, his body, 

лісі bore torture marks, was 
found floating in the Pasig River 
on March 18, 2001. 


‘THE FATHER OF MARK CHUA, 
an engineering student who was 
killed after exposing alleged 
anomalies at the University of 
Sto. Tomas’ (UST) Reserve Off 
cers Training Corps (ROTC), had 
forgiven one of the suspects in his 
son's murder two weeks before 
he passed away. 

Welson Chua, Marks father, 
died last Thursday after a heart 
attack. He was 43. 

Former intelligence agent Mary 
“Rosebud” Ong, a relative of the 
Chus, said suspect Eduardo 
Tabarilla, 25, asked for forgive- 
mess from Welson, after he was 
sentenced to serve six to 12 years 
in jail for Marks murder in 2001. 

“1 forgive you. You killed my 
son, you took away his life but 
now I'm giving you your life. Be- 
lieve in God and lead a good life,’ 


ITIGIL ANG 
DESTABILISASYON! 


NG KONGRESO NG MAMAMAYAN, isang 
pambansa at malawak na alyansa ng mga 
amahang mamamayan, ay 
nagpapahayag ng lubos na 
pagsuporta sa lahat ng desisyon at 
aksyon ng Pangulong Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo upang iligtas 
ang Republika sa bantang kudeta 
at lahat ng uri ng destabilisasyon 
na nais isagawa ng mga pwersang 
nais mang-agaw ng kapangyarihan 

| sa mga pamamaraang labag sa 
Saligang Batas. 

Ang posisyong ito ng 
KONGRESO NG MAMAMAYAN 
ay nakapaloob sa aming sama- 
samang pinagkasunduang 
“Deklarasyon ng Intramuros” noong 
Pebrero 22, 2006 na nagsasaad ng: 


KAUGNAY SA DESTABILISASYON AT 
BANTANG KUDETA: 

Lalabanan namin ang anumang uri ng 
destabilisasyon at pang-aagaw sa kapangyarihan 
na labag sa batas at mga demokratikong proseso. 
Hindi-hindi kami papayag na mananaig at 
maghahari ang anumang uri ng diktadura, maging 
ito ay sa anyo ng hunta militar o konseho at iba 
pang uri ng awtokratikong pamahalaan na hindi 
direktang pinili ng mamamayan sa pamamagitan 
ng malayang halalan. Sa abot ng aming 
makakaya, ipagtatanggol namin ang demokrasya. 


TIWALA KAMI na ang tanging layunin ng 
pagdedeklara ng "state of national emergency” ni 
Pangulong Arroyo ay upang salbahin ang bayan sa 
higit pang pagkakasadlak sa kahirapan, kundi man 


kaguluhan at karahasan. Ang binalak na kudeta at 
pagtatayo ng isang hunta na nakamaskarang 


'ansition council" ay isang uri ng diktadura at 
awtokratikong pamamahala. 

Mahigit isang taon nang pinagbibigyan ang mga 
grupong nais magpabagsak sa pamahalaan ng lahat 
ng pagkakataon — sa lansangan, sa Kongreso, sa 
media at sa iba pang larangan — upang malayang 
ihayag at ilunsad ang kanilang mga pakana at 
balakin. Ngunit nabigo silang makuha ang suporta 
ng mamamayan. 

Sa kanilang desperasyon, isang kudeta ang nais 
nilang isagawa sa mismong araw ng anibersaryo ng 
Edsa 1, na tahasang pambabastos sa naturang 
okasyon pagkat ang nais nilang itayo kapalit ng 
pamahalaang halal ay isang hunta na nagtatago sa 
anyo ng “transition council.” 

Ang nasa likod ng destabilisasyon at kudeta ay |; 
mga grupong may iba-iba at salungat na mga 
ideyolohiya't paniniwala. Tiyak nito, kapag naagaw 
nila ang kapangyarihan, sila-sila mismo ang 
maglalabanan at magpapatayan. Ano ang | 
mangyayari sabayan? Ano ang mangyayari sa aming |: 
ordinaryong mamamayan? 

KAYA NAMAN ang KONGRESO NG 
MAMAMAYAN ay sumusuporta sa mga desisyon at | 
pagkilos ng Pangulo upang mailigtas ang bansa sa 
higit pang kapahamakan, at maibalik ang Pilipinas 
sa landas ng pagbabago, kaunlaran at katiwasayan. 


ITIGIL ANG DESTABILISASYON! 
MAGKAISA, LABANAN ANG KUDETA! 
PROBLEMA SA KAHIRAPAN, HARAPIN NA! 


KONGRESO NG MAMAMAYAN 


MULTISECTORAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Action Manila 

Aguman National, Inc. 

Aksyon Sambayanan 

ALAB PA! (Alyansa ng mga Benepisyaryo 

ng Pamahalaan) 

BPA (Balikatan People's Alliance) 

GMA (Grand Masa Alliance) 

KAISAMBAYAN (Kaisahan ng Mamamayan 
за Bayan) 

KALIPI (Kasama si 

Mamamayang Pilipino) 

KAPAKANAN (Kalipunan para 

Kapayapaan at Nasyonalismo) 

KGMA (Kaibigan ni Gloria) 

KGMA-Quezon City 

KILOSMASA (Kilusan para 

ккк 

KMMR (Kilusan ng Mamamayan para sa 

Matatag na Republika) 

Ladies in Action 

Lakas Pinoy 

Mahal Ko, Bayan Ko Foundation 

Maluwalhating Pilipinas 

PAR-ACT (People's Action and Response 

Against Corruption) 

РОВІ (Philippine Guardians Brotherhood 

Inc) 

SECTORAL ORGANZATIONS 

BABAE KA! (Babee Para sa Kaunlar 

FIMDA (Filipino Muslim and Democratic 

Alliance) 

KAMANGGAGAWA (Kaisahan ng тда 

Mangagagawa Laban sa Каһіғарапу/ 

Coalition of Labor 

NACTODAP (National Confederations of 


of the Philippines) 
Order Council) 
TODA Pilipinas 
Veterans (World 


Poverty) 
Paglingap sa 


за Akbay Pinoy 


Alyansang OFW 
Masa) 


Kalahi international 
OFW feder 


Artista Coalition) 


Masa Bansa 


Tondo Alliance 


Tricycle Operators and Driver Association 
NMPOC (National Musi 
‘SHABAB-Bangsamoro 


Legionaries of the Philippines, Inc.) 
YACAP (Youth Against Corruption and 


YPAD (Youth for Peace and Development) 
OPW ORGANIZATIONS 


Kaibigan ng OCW s. Inc. 
isanan ng mga 
inteng Mangagagawang 


n Pangi 
ОРА Koalisyon (Ove 


PRIME (Philippine Resource Institute for 
Migrant Empowerment, Inc.) 
UFS (United Filipino Seaf 


ot the Philippines, inc.) 

URBAN POOR ORGANIZATIONS 

CATMON HOA (Samahan Tungo sa 
Kauniaran ng Catmon) 

DAMATA (Damayan ng Maralitang Tahanan) 
KADIMA (Kapisanang Diwa ng Mahihirap) 
KOMPIL (Kongreso ng M: 

LMT (Lakas ng Maralita ng Tonsuya) 


Samahang Nagkakaisa 


TERRITORIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Agraraian Reform Benefici: 
Association of the Philippines 
ALMARIZ (Alyansa ng Mamamayan ng 
A 
Central Luzon Farmers Organization 
(CLFO)—Nueva Ecija 
CPMARS (Cebu Province Multisector 
Alliance for Reforms and Stability) 
Federation of Land Reform Farmers, Inc. 
(FLRF) - Tarlac 
IMA Foundation, Inc. - Angel 
KAISAMBAYAN—La Union. 
La Union Vibrant Inc, - La Union Chapter 
Lakas Pinoy - Mindanao 
Lakas Pinoy - Visayas 
MAPS (Mindanao Alliance for Реорі 
Solidarity) 
Metro Clark Cooperative Union (MCCU)— 
Pampanga 
Mindanao Cooperative Congress 
OFW Council Inc. Region 1 
Sapalibutad Homeowners 
ine. 
Small Coconut Farmer 
Region iX 
STAGES - Batangas (Southern Tagalog 
Alliance for Genuine Empowerment and 
Services) 
STAGES - CALABARZON 
STAGES - Cavite 
STAGES- Laguna 
STAGES - Oriental Mindoro 

La Union Market Asso 
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NBI gives ABS-CBN Wednesday deadline 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVES- 
tigation (NBD) yesterday gave ABS. 
СВМ officials until tomorrow to ap- 
pear before the bureau and submit 


their sworn affidavits in connection 
with the ongoing probe into the 
“Wowowee” stampede at the 
PhilSport arena in Pasig City that left 
71 people dead on Feb. 4. 

The bureau had issued subpoenas 


last week to several top officials of the 
television network and "Wowowee" 
staff members, but only a team of 
lawyers, headed by ABS-CBN chief 
‘counsel Regis Puno, appeared before 
the NBI yesterday to ask for a one- 
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week postponement of the investigation. 

"In view of the anxious developments in 
the country over the weekend, we have been 
tunable to properly prepare and confer with 
our clients in connection with the investiga- 
tion being conducted by your office,” Puno 
and his associates said in a letter addressed to 
NBI National Capital Region chief Ruel 
Lasala. 

Tasala, however, said they have to speed up 
their investigation because the Department of 
Justice had given the bureau only until today 
to complete the probe, 


NBI seeks extension 

“Because of this development, we will ask 
‚Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez to extend the 
original deadline,” Lasala told reporters пап 
interview, He added that Puno had promised 
to bring their clients before the NBI tomor- 
row. 

"The ABS-CBN officers have the option to 
send their lawyers to the bureau with their 
‘sworn statements and affidavits, but it would 
be better if they appear personally before the 
NBI to answer our clarificatory questions,” 
Lasala said 

"The NBI official also said they expect the 
ABS-CBN lawyers to produce copies of 
“Wowowee” episodes from Jan. 30 to Feb. 3 
and raw footage ofthe stampede tomorrow. 

Lasala said they also requested a copy of 
the TV networks organizational structure, 

vould show the scope of duties and re- 
sponsibüities of ABS-CBN officers and 
staff members. 

‘The NBI NCR had earlier issued subpoenas 
to ABS-CBN Executive Vice President for En- 
tertainment Charo Santos-Concio; 
“Wowowee” host Willie Revillame; Rene Lus 
po, vice president and security head; Rey 
Cayabyab, assistant location manager; Mel 
Feliciano, "Wowowee" staff; Harold James 
Nueva, associate producer; Owen Garcia, seg: 

ч; Marilou Almaden, produc- 

and business unit head; Morly 
Nueva, executive producer-manager 
CBN Assistant Vice President for Entertain- 
ment Socorro Vidanes; “Wowowee” director 
Norberto Vidanes; the head of Goldlink Secu- 
rity Agency; and a still unidentified location 
manager 


УАСС recommendation 

nwhile, officials of the Volunteers 
Against Crime and Corruption (VACC) rec- 
ommended the filing of charges of reckless 
imprudenee resulting in multiple homicide 
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against several officials of the TV network 
and the Pasig City government. 

"The group said it based its recommenda- 
tion after conducting a separate probe into 
the Feb. 4 stampede at the PhilSports Arena. 

VACC officials said charges should be filed 
against ABS-CBN chief executive officer Eu- 
genio “Gabby” Lopez III, Santos-Concio, Re- 
Villame, Luspo, Almaden and Feliciano. 

Pasig City officials led by Mayor Vicente 
Eusebio, former Pasig police chief Senior 
Supt. Raul Medina, and PhilSports Arena se- 
curity head Arnulfo Awa should also be 
charged, VACC founding chair Dante Jimenez 

“There is more than probable cause to in- 
dict these people,” Jimenez told reporters. He 
said his group would fully cooperate with the 
NBI on the case. 

"But ifthe investigative agency and the De- 
partment of Justice come up with question- 
able results on the probe, we would still go af- 
ter ABS-CBN and Pasig City government offi- 
cials by filing separate charges against the 
Jimenez said, adding that they were able to 
gather evidence against the subjects through 
personal written accounts of witnesses and 
victims. 


Class suit suggested 

The VACC report also su 
suit be filed by the victims 
currence of a similar event. 

Asked to comment on the VACC report, 
Puno said the VACC "is not the proper inves: 
tigative agency The proper investigative 
agency isthe NBL” 

‘Around 45 stampede victims who went to 
the NBI yesterday о give their statements on >.) 
the incident also underwent counseling con: 34 
ducted by a medical team from the National 5 
Center for Mental Health (NCMH). 

NCMH nurse Thelma Barrera sald the 
VACC, through the Department of Health 
(DOM), had invited the team to facilitate "de- 
briefing sessions" among the victims. 


ested that a class 
prevent the oc- 


Counseling for victims 

She explained that through these sessions, 
the victims could express their feelings and 
recover more easily from the severe trauma 
Brought about by the incident. 

"People who have been through critical sit 
uations such as the PhilSports stampede often 
experience depression, post-traumatic stress 
disorder or anxie attacks," Barrera said. 

‘She noted that two of the victims were pos- 
sibly at risk for posttraumatic stress disorder 

and were experienc- 
ing hallucinations, 
sleeplessness, and se 
were anxiety. 

VACC president 
Martin Diño earlier 
Sad that one victim, 
Who was covered by 
dead bodies during 
ihe stampede, still 
had a hard time 
sleeping at night and 
would scream when 
ever she would feel 
Somebody touch her 
inher sleep. 

Barrera said the 
psycho-socio team, 
composed of 10 nurs- 
<S and psychologists 
from the NCMH, con- 
ducted а wo-hour 
group session to eval- 
Tae Ше ішпе 
mental state 


ТУ staff affected 

\ccording to Puno 
the “Wowowee” staff 
were also trauma- 
tized by the Feb. 4in- 
cident. 

"Most of the staff 
members were in 
shock while we inter- 
viewed them after 
the stampede,” he 
seid. 

Puno added that 
some of the game 
show personnel 
would break down 
after recalling scenes 
from the stampede. 

“They are also un- 
dergoing counseling 
sessions like the міс. 
tims,” the lawyer 

Lasala said they 
had gathered 71 аш. 
topsy reports and 
820 medical certifi- 
cates from the 
Quirino Memorial 
Medical Семе 
Pasig City General 
Hospital, — Rizal 
Medical Center and 
Medical City. 

“We are expecting 
the number of medi- 
cal certificates to 
reach 1,000,” he 
added, 
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Eala backs Compton bid to play 


Popular American expatriate ready to suit up for Welcoat 


By June Navarro 


TWICE DENIED IN THE PAST, ALEX COMPTON HAS 
found a solid backer in his bid to fulfill his dream of 
playing in the Philippine Basketball Association. 


‘The league's board of governors yes- 
terday took a positive stand on the re- 
‘quest of Welcoat Paints to bring in Comp- 
ton when the Wellbest franchise makes it 
debut in the PBA next season. 

‘And no less than commissioner Noli 
Bala is backing the move. 

“For the best interest of the league, Im 
in favor of giving Compton a chance to 
strut his wares in the PBA,” said Eala af- 
ter the board's regular monthly meeting 
at the Red Table restaurant in Pasig City. 

‘Although a full-blooded American, 
Compton has been playing for Montaña 


Portmasters 
tapping more 
college stars 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


HARBOUR CENTRE 
is tapping two more 
collegiate stars (0 
boost its campaign in 
the PBL Unity Cup 
which kicks off next 
month. 

Ryan Arafia and 
Rico Maierhofer, who 
have played key roles. 
in La Salles ШААР 
campaign, will join 
the Portmasters in 
their bid to improve 
оп their fourth over- 
all finish in the last 
conference, 

Maierhofer was 
one of the top re 
bounders and block 
shot artists in the 1 
ЧААР last year. The 
lanky 6-foot-4 for. 
ward averaged 6.2 
points, 6.6 rebounds and 15 
blocks per game. 

Araña, who normed 9.1 points 
and 5.2 rebounds last season, 
was among the Archers’ back- 
court threats. 

‘They will join a team already 
boasting Ateneo's LA Tenorio, La 
Salles Joseph Yeo and Jerwin 
Gaco and University of the East's 
Marcy Arellano. 

Team manager Erick Arejola 
said, however, that the Portmas- 
ters are still planning to beef up 


MAIERHOFER 


ir fronteourt 
Rico can help us 
іп that department 
but we still need one 
dominant center” he 
said. “We're hoping 
to get one before the. 
start of the tour 
Harbour Centre 
has always turned to 
young talents since 
its debut last year. 
Among its previous 
recruits were La Salle. 
alumnus Mac 
dona and former Ate 
meo standouts Larry 
Fonacier and Paolo 
Bugia. АШ three 
cagers have moved 
on ro the pros. 
Meanwhile, the 
league will conduct a 
Rookie Camp at 1 


‘SWEET THIRTEEN: 


Pawnshop in the Philippine Basketball 
League as “local.” 

The genial, 5-foot-11 playmaker made 
it to the limelight in 1998 when he saw 
action for the Manila Metrostars in the 
now-defunct Metropolitan Basketball 
Association. Compton won the league's 
MVP honors in 1999. 

"The board has deferred action on his 
case for now” said Eala, following the 
meeting which also finalized the format 
of the coming All-Filipino Cup and the 
formal acceptance of Welcoat in the 
league. “It will be studied very carefully 


their trophy from Henry So Uy, special assistant to the Philippine 
awards rites at The Venue restaurant in Davao City Saturday nigh 
dora record 13th time, is Domeng Duerme, (second from let, standing), chair of the organizing committee. 


Why would Peping quit POC job?” 


cL mt 

L Victorious members of the Canlubang squad flash the V-sign as team manager Luigi Yulo (fourth from left, standing) receives 
‘Airlines chair and EVP for commercial group, during the 59th PAL Interclub 

и. With the Sugar Barons, winners of the regular men’s Championship division 


before the board makes a decision.” 

Compton's case has a precedent 
Americans Cisco Oliver and Billy Robin 
son, both married to Filipinas, donned 
the Mariwasa jersey in the defunct Mani- 
la Industrial and Commercial Athletic 
Association (Micaa) tournament as lo- 
сав from 1975-79. 

"The league will provide the guide- 
lines and the conditions to be imposed 
on Compton and Welcoat,” said Eala. 
"We will also look at the precedents.” 

After Welcoat took over the Shell fran- 
chise, owners Raymund Yu and Terry 
Que made a pitch to include the 32-year- 
old Compton in the Paintmasters roster, 
along wi other amateur players. 

Sources said Welcoat also plans to ele- 
vate Jay-R Reyes, Junjun Cabatu, Ernie 
Sagad and Ronjay Enrile to the pro 


Meanwhile, the béard has approved 
ап overseas game in Hong Kong, a year 
after the PBA held its first game abroad 
in Indonesia. 

Eala said the Hong Kong game оп 
March 19 will feature Talk ‘N Text 
against a till undetermined opponent at. 
the 4,000-seat Queen Elizabeth П Stadi- 
um in Wan Chai District. The match will 
be presented by PLDT Global. 

Eight provincial games are also on tap. 
in the Gran Matador Brandy All-Filipino 
Cup, Eala added. 

Ina related development, the planned 
national basketball federation convenes 
today to discuss the first draft of the 
group's constitution and by-laws. 

Eala said the body, which includes the 
PBA, will meet two more times before its 
constitution is submitted to the Philip 
pine Olympic Committee for approval 


ENDESA 


pam. at the Reyes 
Gym in Mandaluyong tomorrow. 
Deadline for application is also 
set tomorrow at 12 noon. 

league commissioner Chino 
"Trinidad designated Joey Guanio, 
a veteran PBA player, to handle 
the camp where coaches and 
scouts will be given a chance to 
see the skills of the prospective. 
rookies. 

Players are advised to bring 
their playing uniforms. 

Interested parties may call 
667-3008 to 09. 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


‘THE PHILIPPINE OLYMPIC COMMITTEE WILL 
nue to function under first vice president 
х Jose 
“терілі” Cojuangco is arrested for his alleged in- 
volvement in the destabilization of government 
But neither Puentevella nor secretary general 
Steve Hontiveros would comment on the political 
issue, saying the situation involving Cojuangco 
was “way out of the boundaries of sports" 
Cojuangco has been linked by Press Secretary 
Ignacio Bunye to the destalbization effort, along 
with ally Pastor "Boy" Saycon, following the se- 
ries of citizens’ mass actions during the 20th an- 


Orcollo grabs 2nd 
straight US crown 


ROVILLE, CALIFORNIA—PILIPINO 


Dennis Orcollo is on a roll. 


The Philippines newest billiards sen- 


sation bested US-based Filipino legend 
Jose "Amang" Parica, 9-3, Sunday night 
to rule the World Championship Bar (9- 
Ball Open) Table Tour at the Gold Coun- 
try Casino and Hotel here. 

“The victory worth $12,000, was a big 
follow-up to Orcollo's victory in the In- 
ternational Pool Tour qualifying tourna- 
‘ment last week where he secured an IPT 
card for the 2006 seaso 


lo beat five-time US champion Johnny 


‘Archer in the semifinals, 93, to gain а. 


Райса beat Archer in the көсе? brack- 
et for the right to challenge Orcollo. 
Now past 50, Райса managed to grab 
the first game, 97, but Orcollo took the 
second game, 93, to emerge champion. 
"Tm hitting the ball pretty wel,” said 
the 27-year-old Orcollo. "My win in the 
IPT last week boosted my confidence." 
Meanwhile, Warren Kamco beat 
American George Breediove, 108, to al- 
зо eam an IPT card and pocket the 


twice to-beat advantage in the Яла. 


ORCOLLO: $12,000 richer. 


$13,000 champion's purse in the fourth 
leg of the IPT &-ball shoot-out qualifying 
event at the Сошшу Club in Boston, 
Massachusets, over the weekend. Mar- 
lon Bernardino, contributor. 


ROGER LASTIMADO BLASTED HOME 
the game-winner in the eighth minute 
of injury time as Ateneo nipped archri- 
val La Salle, 1-0, Thursday and nailed 
its third straight UAAP men's football 
title at the PhilSports field in Pasig City: 

lasimado emerged from a mad 
seramble inside the box to boot in the. 
rocket that grazed the goal post before 
hitting the back ofthe net. 

“Beating la Salle in the champi- 


‘onship match is a lot sweeter than win- 
ning (the title) via a sweep,” said Ate- 
meo coach Ompong Merida, whose 
team bowed to the Archers in 1997, the. 
last time the two sides met in the fi 

Тһе Archers had earlier prevented 
an Ateneo sweep by foiling the Eagles 
in their 10th and final match. 

In women’s play La Salle beat Uni- 
versity of Santo Tomas, 2-1, Wednes- 
day to annex ts fourch straight crown. 


Ateneo XI nips La Salle, bags UAAP title 


Most Valuable Player while La Salles 
Vaughn Mellendrez won the top scorer 
award with cight goals. Far Eastem U 
received the Fair Play Award, while 
"Tamaraw striker Jovanie Simpron won 
the Rookie of the Year honors. 

1а Salles Stephanie Pheasant took 
her second women's MVP award, 
while USTs Maricris Ignacio was 
named Rookie ofthe Year 


| 
decis 
| 
| 


niversary celebration 
of Edsa recent 

Ва the fedme 
Tube congressman 
and brother of former 
president Cory Aquino 
denied бе Mala- 
сабар charges. "1 al 
тему have my hands 
ful with spons mat- 
ters” Cojuangco said 
RED) оп national television. 

POC spokesman Joey Romasanta also dis- 
peled alk that Cojuangco would give up is POC 
Posion. Why would he? he said 


TU 


“He talked to me this moming” said Hon- 
tiveros of Cojuangco. "But there wasnt any ur- 
gent issue to discuss regarding sports." 

Puentevella said he would meet with Cojuang- 
co today to discuss the Sports Summit in June. 

“1 dont want to make any comment, this is a 
sensitive issue," said Puentevella а known ally of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"The Philippine Southeast Asian Games Orga- 
nizing Committee under Cojuangco із still pool- 
ing the reports of all committees after Games 
‘where the country emerged overall champion for 
the first time, Phüsoc reportedly owes certain 
‘companies P100 million in hotel and airline bils 
“and supplies used during the Games. 


Gonzales wins but Mariano loses 


FILIPINO INTERNATIONAL MASTER JAYSON 
Gonzales won his match but countryman GM 
Nelson Mariano Il dropped his game inthe third 
round of the IX Open International Malaga de 
Ajedrez Sunday night in Malaga, Spain. 

Making up for a draw with Francisco Miguel 
“Terron Elena of Spain іп the second round, Gon- 
тше took the scalp of Luis Femandez Sies, to 
score 25 points and share sixth to 19th places. 


Mariano bowed to Fide Master Maxime Aguit- 
taz of France in the third round and was stuck at 
15 points. 

In the fourth round, Gonzales tackles Serbian 
IM Slobodan Kovacevic while Mariano bares 
Diego Borrego Gil of Spain 

Five players, including top seed GM Oleg Ro- 
maishin of Ukraine, share the lead with a perfect 
30 points. ‘Marlon Bernardino 
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motorsports | 


in 2005 feted toni 


THE BIGGEST NAMES IN PHILIPPINE 
motorsports gather at the Airport 
Casino Filipino in Parañaque tonight 
for the gala ceremonies honoring the 
top drivers last year in the 3rd Golden 
Wheel Award. 

Special guest Narzalina Lim, general 
manager of the Macau Tourism Office- 
Philippines, will award the Golden 
Drivers of the Year trophy in the national 
and international category 

“This annual awards night serves asa 
tribute to the achievements of the coun- 
пуз motorsports heroes and an inspira- 
tion for these drivers to reach greater 
heights." said Golden Wheel Award 
Foundation chair Johnny Tan. 

"The champions in the various motor- 
sports disciplines are Jody Cosereng 
(touring cars), Glenn Aguilar (moto- 


BUMGARNER — COSETENG 


cross), Michele Bumgamer (karting), 
Pepon Marave (Asian Formula Three); 
dolet Jao (road racing), Leo Joel Cordero 
(drag racing), Alex Perez (rallye), Daryl 
Flores (slalom) and Albert Monte de 
Ramos (4x4 offroad racing) 

"From among these champions will be 
chosen the Golden Wheel National Driv- 
er ofthe Year award. 

‘The nominees for the Golden Wheel 


Bumgamer fo 

ing championship forthe third y 

row, Glenn Aguilar for g the 
championship in the Asian series for 


Sy for his brave fig 
he emerged the top Fil 

‘Bumgamer won the Golden Whee! 
‘Award top plum the last two years 
‘Aguilar and Marave are aiming for their 
second порһу since w 2000. 


and Pia Boren starting at 8 pam. 
event is backed by Casino! 
hama, Pilipinas Shell, Denso and San 
Association of 
e Philippi 
hair Mandy E 
president Macky 


Rendole outkicks veterans Luzon, Espiritu 


OSCAR RENDOLE OF TEAM SPORTS RADIC/RELI TOURS SUR- 


prised two fancied rivals in ruling the centerpiece event of the Phil- 
amie Cycing Search Invitational (CS Crterum Race in Marina 
Heights over the weekend. Rendol, a non-isher in the kickoff 
‘ace in arc last month, upstaged Tour veterans Bernard Luzon 
and Victor Espiritu in the 21-lap race. Не gained 10 sprint points and 
totaled 25 points in the ete and under-23 event Luzon finished sec- 
‘ond with 16 poris, while Espiritu, who placed 10th in the Asian cat- 
gory inthe recent Langkawi Тош, sated for third with 15 points. 


Son ofthe es 


Vilaroman теңге 


were Vergel Muara, Jay Tolentino, Lloyd Reynante, Emil Pablo, 
Dante Gagas. Joel Calderon and Aledo Asuncion. Mayor Ма. Lour- 
без Fernando and Vice Mayor Marion Andre 
division event presented by Philpost. Fo 
do Pagnanawon topped 

Tour veteran Placido Valdez Nicanor Ramos finished third. B 
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IN THEATERS TOMORROW 


2 GOLDEN GLOBE NOMINATIONS, 
BEST MOTION PICTURE a 


MUSICAL OR COMEDY 


BEST ACTRESS 


KEIRA KNIGHTLEY 
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Marist cagers 
gain Cherifer 


hoops finals 
HOST MARIST SCHOOL 
worked behind a тар- 


PBA player rigodon 
— and more 


‘THE ONGOING RIGODON OF 
layers in the PBA is but a re- 
lection of the teams’ tenacious 

desire to win the league's final 


SPECTATOR E EY 
‚conference of the season. = ‘ping defense to down In- 


must be that the trimming AZ =. A | ternational Christan 
down to two conf à ¿A | School 36-26 and grab 
down to two conie kom Mendoza | te lastticket to the Na- 
at has baik a Biter yeaming tonal Fnals ofthe Cher- 
for a crown among the eight Ter Tanga Sapa Bas- 
etal tournament 


r are жөкемен nine points to lead the 

Er En 
Wel, with sev ae nes | ia 
sa e 
nes record crowds, hand. comfy (or the 2005 Rookie of | 2 gametigh 18 poms in 
a aped e | тыл 

ec ep Г REIS 
g Gonzales and tnd Palo арі | Bero ma, 21-19,1 

San Miguel and foods, re- to make Ateneo the UAAP the semifinals. Marist 
ively. But the stunner was champion in 2002. Had Wesley | joined San Besa-Manila, 

Gonzales also been traded to Imus Pilot School of 
Red Bull, we would have seen. Cavite and St. Scholasti- 
Ateneo's starting unit in 2002 са Academy of Pampan- 
re-enacting their act at Red gain the National Finals 
Bull in the next conference. ‘Set Mar. 11 atthe Festival 

Each time I think of these Main лық 


Ateneo stars, remember MVP | Poker Tour 
aka. Manny V Pangilinan. 
seeks more 


That's because MVP is general- 
satellite tilts 


ly acknowledged as the No. 1 

backer of Ateneo, financial or 
‘THE PHILIPPINE POKER. 
Tour hopes to hold more 


otherwise. Easily he co 
тий these—and other pote 
Gals from Ateneo for that mat. | seite torent ti 
Sneaky jumper from the ter like LA. Tenorio later—if | Gratie mor poker afi- 
perimeter, he wanted to. Why he did not | eaaa порока. 
‘Oh, wel, 1 remember again has remained a mind-boggling | the man svert ofthe 
what ine legendary Danny Flo- question to this day am ponat 
rencio, now based Anyway, the PBA will open | Реле Crampionstip 
© ference on Sun- | sa Amean the A 
por Casino Fino 


5, but before that is 
ce in today's PSA | Paranaque Polar Tour 
Forum by commissioner Ela to | chair Rey Gamboa has 
discuss the details of the sea- | been holding aks wth 
So ending event, clc Phippte 
дем: in che same forum, | AmusomensandGan- 
Pareng Noli will bare details of a Ing Corp. to increase the 
‘ence would give the Bulls а РВА game in Hong Kong on number of tournaments. 
sweep of t March 19, featuring Talk N Text | "We wouid ike to thank 
‘Thus, when coach Yeng Guiao against an unnamed team. Also Pagcor for its coopera- 
nabbed power-leaping at the same forum today, Welcoat. tion and support in our 
Richi will be officially announeed-as 4 7 goal of promoting e 
move immediately becam the league's, ninth member leo ‚|, = anUnwege sport 
falk of the town. Ашка the fel oe menor ap” a Gata, Quer 200 
er ee couse when She wil coc Vet, but ox | зерні 
As диде! Alvarez fom io who wil be his depuis me | седі yor att 
a who will Sut mama be- 
the ruine of the Shell disband- mains a mystery re 
Mei crave drew ak om — Things are looking up, in- | pang Town Coma Vale 
e andes of Alvarez ihe. desi in the league we all Jove | VeneCoyCuband 
he hadas бшп Alvarez get and heres a wish for another | Raph Park Heie. cob 
Tui ecd e Alla was ak smashing success in the com. | Giy Asie rom ho P1 
абуне sureptiiousiy. ing conference. ikon pren, o winner 
here were nerves frayed, n of heran vet vi 
relationships disturbed. Alas Pring nome те Chae 
Sven а fiendship thats been ons Braco and tee 
жеті Hage 
Phipire Campin. For 
Pe 
rare 
олот cal pe sec- 


there for years had been dent- 
ed forever, it seems. 

But, as we all love to say, | 
thats’ all water under the 
bridge now. Alvarez has found 


bit shaken by this 
considering that Telan was a 
he Phone 

der coach Joel Banal 
en, theres а new 
coach at TNT—Derrick Puma 
ren. Thus, I would assume Der- 
rick is no Telan fan. Or, maybe, 
he sees Telan as not a key part 
of his player rotation and Fer- 
ls, an inside operator with a 


should be the natu- 
feelsas 
since winning the next confe. 
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8120153. 
60 fights 
upin Roligon 
4-cocker 

2 ATLEAST 60 FIGHTS 
CES spice up the “Boy 2 
Sa Roligon" ccock der- 
by today at tne Коооп 
Mega Cock Derby 
host Boy Valenzuela said 
cockers trom Pasig. Pa- 
taros, Marikina, San 
Jia, Pasay an Makati, 
as well as breeders пот 
Fizal and Bulacan wil 
dispute the P300.000 
cash pot Mean, 
more fan 200 entries 
have already contrmed 
forthe P2-M албап 
Cock Derb on March 
31.14, 1620018, sad 
hos Roly Ligon. Forin- 
quires. cal 833-1638. 
851-2275 or 8529812 


Two big SJC 
derbies draw 


top entries 
THE COUNTRYS FINEST 
cocktighiers are expect- 
slo compete n wo 
tough deres scheduled 
at he San Juan Совт 
tomorrow and on March 
E The Geen Cocke 
ers Associaton ol ho 
Philipines 5-cock derby 
uotis on Woonesday 
wa Sagupaan Complexe 
or 300098 sponsor 
Submission of weghis 
wll be today lom 2 pan. 
109 pm On March 8, 
congressman Butch 
Рау. ng Paras and 
Nonoy banan рау ost 
ton unge ied as 
the "85K B Event 5- 
cock derby” Косе 
urnes, cal 725-5308, 
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Korea glows, EM 1 
Japan fades ы Ogilvy spurns Love, 


in Olympics a. tops Match Play tilt 


"TURIN SHORT TRACK SKATER AHN HYUN- 
soo inspired South Korea's best Winter Olympic d CARLSBAD, CAUFORNIA-AUS- fashion before subduing another since 2003. 
medals haul in Turin but Japan had a miserable š tralian Geoff Ogilvy beat Davis major champion in the final. “1 just didnt hit enough good 
Games, with Shizuka Arakawa capturing ts only 4 р Tove. 3and 2 hereSundaytocom- "Each one of those extra hole iron shots when T had to and Ge- 
medal when she won the women's figure satin plete a surprising run to the WGC matches I felt pretty fortunate to ой did,” Love said, “1 let him get 
“China fell somewhere in-between its two і Match Play Championship tite. rough,” said Ogi away from me 3-up a couple of 
Asian neighbors in terms of success, claiming is ge 7 3 ‘Oginy who appeared on his way collected $1.3 million for just his times, and you cant do that, even 
fist gold on snow when Han Xiaopeng bagged 1⁄4 ^ out or be cite S7 smilioneventon second professional victory, 52 ina 36-hole match. 
the men’ freestyle siding aerials tile yet only 6:7 З Seral occasions, needing ena weeks after winning inTucsonon “It was not а good day but a 
equaling their wo golds of four years ago 5 fes to ciumph in his fes four the same day as last year's final. good week and I take a ot of confi- 
"Ain took gold in the men's 1,000, 1,500 matches, encountered smooth sail- “My opponent hada put to лох dence-from it. Im driving it great, 
meters and relay as well as a bronze to help $ ingin the ЗЕ Ое final against Love. me out of the tournament every sin- good enough to win any week. If 1 
Korea amass six golds, three silvers and a Ё ‘love the 23 seed, was seeking. gle time and по one made one. can drive it like that at places Ше 
bronze in short track while it claimed one 3 тж redemption afer inishing runner. Something was on my side his week, the Masters, Udo real well" 
bronze in speed skating after winning two gee s up two years ago to Tiger Woods, keeping their риз ош of the hoc Love made two mistakes that 
golds and two silvers overall in 2002. = A owas eiminatedon Friday — andmakngminegointhehole proved pivotal. He had a four. 
However Japan's one medal looked pitiful | Wf! "There were 12 times when, had 1 didnt play outofm footer at the 14th hole in the 
dora country which has twice hosted the Win cher hs opponent made a putt or well. Ive played bette before, bur] morning to go2-up, but missed it, 
ter Olympics. had Ойу missed, the Ausgalm gotit done, Bit shots when Ineeded which was a huge psychological 
When Japan held the Games in Nagano in А > г would have been eliminated to hit them, and I missed probably boost to Ogilvy: 
1998 it took five golds, one silver and four 5 escaped each time, and won one putt Tm annoyed missed" "it was a bonus at the time,” 
bronze medals Bee ее қ agains US Ryder Cup The loss extended Love's victo- Ogilvy said. “The momentum was 
onze medals saved Japan from їз worst GEOFF Ogiy:Richerby$1:3M with Match Play шогу. captain Tom Lehman in convincing ny drought, which has now going his way alittle bit.” АЕР 
Winter Games showing in 30 years when she un- 
expectedly became the first Japanese to win а. 


E Pistons down Cavs for best mark 


ыы NEW YORK-CHAUNCEY BHL.  Wallaceadded 11 points with five digit deficits for most ofthe game. SENT 
£ 1 
N 


mem E Mad 21 pois and ias Бозала fourseals аа played his ^ Richard Hanon bad а strong 
Lore Got ‘and Ben Wallace hauled down 19 usual tenacious defense for the Pis- overall game for 'istons, 
NC NU ml as I + pee iei 18 pa, sewn өшін 
u ЫЙ sgh gw ч Rea А 
tun Like D Wind (4), Perky Perg (1 downing the Cleveland Cavaliers “They did a great. y ‘LeBron James led the Cavaliers 
a a tae awn LA MS ж E 
те UNT Ue Dd de fe Poma und > Mr Nope 
werd ene шш нине, Петок won for the 12th Mike Brown told reporters seven ass Reuters 
seres Te d EE EG). атары time at home and im. afier he вате 1 COMPLETE RESULTS: Dutt 90. 
nde ga oats tae) A to an NBA best 469, in- quick, athletic, strong, tenacious тан 7t Minnesota 105, Memphis 
mo PP ae NOSES) a), uoin вам cluding a 26-2 mark at home. S Бау n une M a ot 
dmi nasa Sr. “ Te Pison kad the Ca Di yards” Brown added kn езе SF: Boston 112, LA Lakers 
г) candy (0, Jedi (8). Sr 0), vision bya whopping 14 1/2 games Тһе Cavaliers didnt help their T11: New Ovenas 88. Prtand 75, 
КСП adnan vision bya whopping е Caules causebymaking Otumoversinlox- "SOLAR Spots wi ar Re Fiat 
Rer Rom m O ea wibdetamsmesinpepinMon i gforthethirdsraight бле Сее. paz Data tussle al 330 am. lotay wth NETS Nenad Krstic ef) is fouled 
we Gh ive atr Sh day nightin Cleveland kan never led and bated double. apy al вр Pollard in their NBA game. 
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wwwruffegutierrez.com. It has origin 
дез meant to inspire and educate and 
that 1 took myself. Check out Fas 


H 

RUFFA reveals that her husband Yimaz 
wasn't amused by what she did on "Extra. 
and it shows. Here Challenge." 
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movie that his son Epy 

Quizon would like to 
remake, 
Matador.” 

Over a year ago, Еру bumped 

into Premiere producer Cirio H. 
Santiago in a Bohol airport and 5 
mentioned the possibility of up- 
dating the 1960s comedy. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 
Get a Mint Shabu-Shabu Cash Certificate worth P 100 00 
for every single purchase of two (2) tickets of any movie 
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DOLLY Parton on “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno” 


Focus on talk show 


FOR DECADES NOW, JAY LENO AND 
David Letterman have hosted the most 
popular late-night TV talk shows in the 
United States. But they've been on the 
tube for so long that network bosses are 
now talking about their retirement. 
Infect Leno bas already announced the 
name of his successor at NBC—Conan 
O'Brien, who hosts the late late show after 
Leno's slot. Troubles, Conan has also been 
on TV for so long, theres Іше freshness 
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U. Torre 


estotapEllenash| 
For her рап, г 
aims to make it bı) 
mula, her passion 
her show comes « 
Äxatedomeocentr 
And Banks’ ро 


жер down Just yet—mainly because hes 
эш having a whale ofa time on his show! 

Like a gawky, gangly adolescent who re- 
doses to grow up, he continues to razz his 
contemporaries for their advanced 
age just ast week, he уйдей veteran in- 
ETE Larry King for being '97 years 

But Letterman is no spring chicken him- 
seif so his moment of truth could come in 
the next few yeas. 

As for Oprah Winfrey, she's sort of inii- 
meted that she has about five years left on 
the tube after which some people want 
her to run for US president! 

Speaking more seriously now, younger 
talk-show hosts are starting to enliven the 
scene, Leading the pack is Ellen De- 
Generes 

Tor one thing, DeGeneres is the fist | 
talkshow host to dance regulary on her ‘Hey Body Ro 
show. HEMP Republics 

Other points of departure include the Rock" is part A 
hosts alternative sexual; her goofy takes lation album, “Si 
on serious stuff and gifs galore forthe tu- turing choice sele 
dio audience. scene. 

1Ps no coincidence that DeGeneres start. Непр Repub 
ed her career аза sand-up comic. Older Liwanag, Al Ses 
talieshow icons like Johnny Carson, Leno Марз Tolentino. 
nd Leeman share the same back- Pasuquin Js, С 
ground, so it really was safer for TV boss. Aendeand Calo 


Thoroughly 
independent 


From page A2-1 
producing. With film editor 
Michael de Casıro, Epy 
formed Crazy Angle and, 
with Unico and Unitel, 
bankrolled debuting film- 
maker Gabby Femandezs 
“Nasaan si Francis?" 

Inthe movie, he plays the. 
titular junkie, who spends 
the first half of the fim 
"high as a kite,” and the lat- 
ter part, “dead asa dodo." 


Capote in "Capon 
Alm willopen int 


vivant Capote as 
novel "In Cold Blo 
Hoffman has \ 
from the Screen| 
Golden Globes, 


“Pangatlong Mundo.” 

“Lam currently writing 
the script,” he said. “Its 
about life in a Third World 
country. I hope my friends 
in the indie film communi- 
ту will support me in this 
undertaking.” 

On top of this, he is also 

rt of the music group, 
"Makatha,” led by saxo- 
phonist Alex Cruz of Anak 
Bayan, with drummer Маг. 
co Guzman, guitarists J 
and Chuck de Castro, 
bassist Anthony Fernandez 
and deejay Carlo Packing 
Fellow actor Gio Alvarez 
and nephew Boy2 Quizon 
sometimes join in. 

"We do a lot of spoken. 
word performances, with 
the poems of Noris Lopez." 
he said. "Our album, which 
took four years to com- 
plete, is under the Makatha 
label" E 

An indie velture, 


course. H 


Not for money 

“1 dont care i£ we dont 
make money as lóng as We 
жег to make our pn rm 
Sehen. о 

Бру who has fwo. ABS 
CaN shows Coin 
enue” and “Art Jam"), is 
comfortable straddling. the 
mainstream and -indie 
Words 

“Pm in the mitidle;” he 
quipped. "IÉ 1 think баса 
protec intentiori noble. | 
Pd supportitallehe wayt”: 


Movies, music 

Еру has always been 
considered a staunch sup- 
ропег of indie films. Last 
year alone, he appeared in 
at least five: Jon Reds 
"Boso, Peque Gallagas 
“Pinoy Blonde,” Sigfreid 
Barros Sancher’s "Laspong- 
gols” and "Ang Anak ni 
Brocka” and Doy del Mun- 
доз "Pepot Artis 

“We shot "Lasponggols’ 
in Tarlac.” Epy recalled. 
Since there was no cash for 
a hotel, Еру gamely slept 
with 40 other people in a 
room not bigger than a 
restaurant function room. 

“I often end up advanc- 
ing my own money” he 
said, laughing 

Still, he wants morel 

Hes in the cast of Ron 
Bryants entry to Cine: 
malaya 2006: "Rotonda." 
And, he said, "Negotiations 
are ongolng to get Crazy 
Angle involved.” 

Еру is also raring to di- 
rect his own digital film, 


Catching up with ; 


Updates i 

Меге are updates on what some of your fave celebrities 
are into these days 

Sean Garcia runsa newly opened salon in New Mani 
la ("Le Chic”). 

Cesar Montano formed an acoustic band with hita- 
selfas vocalist. His singing is as soulful as his acting! 

Polo Ravales—he is the new endorser of d popular 
clothing line. Watch out for the billboards, 

‘Cheryl Cosim—helps her boyfriend promote: 
over tequila (“Tequila King”) 

"ela Agcaoili has a toy business (kiddie toys, not 
hehehe). 

(E-mail wateringholeshangrila@yahoo.com.) 
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‘on Best Actor trophies 
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1s latest compl 
‚er Shiny Jeepney” fea- 
ions from the indie rock 


bandmates are Bunny 
Je, Ton Ton Hatol Je, 
£, Mags Gahol, Alfred 
ober Calambro, Arjo 
[cadiz 


honor roll of the acade 

Film, Screenplay, Cinematography and Visual Desi 
Sound and Aural Orchestration, plus Best Performance for lead 
Coco Martin. Last year, the Pinoy digital film tied 

prize with Canadian Denis Cöt@'s “Les Etats Nor 

camo International Film Festival held in Switzerland. 
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NOMINATED FOR 5 ACADEMY AWARDS 
BEST PICTURE 
BEST ACTOR - PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
BEST DIRECTOR 
BEST SUPPORT ACTRESS «CATHERINE KEENER 
BEST SCREENPLAY 
WINNER 
ST PICTURE 


шали 2008 
Amann Pan шили» 


BEST ACTOR 
PHILIP SEYMOUR HOFFMAN 
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MTRCB Rating: Restricted 43 (2-15) 
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Ayala Greenbelt's Chocolate Festival 
February 13 to 28, 2006 
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20th ASIAN INTERNATIONAL ART EXHIBIT 
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Meet & greet after each show 
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Laugh your heart out with the story 
of a guy named Francis on how he 
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CLOONEY 


Unpatriotic 
LONDON--US ac 
tor and director 
George Clooney said 
he was proud to be 
denounced as unpa 
шойс for question- 
ing US policy be- 
wanted to 
е right side 
of history 
interviewed on BBC 
television's Newsnight 
about his latest films 


Night, and Good Luck” 
Clooney said that not 
only did he accept the 
ght to be attacked for 
his views but he even 
relished them. 
Clooney hs me- 
ceived cial acclaim 
for “Syriana” —about 
ой politics and Islamic 
exremism—and, for 
“Good Night, 


story about the and- 
communist hysteria in 
fhe 


Bono in Rio 
RIO DE JANEIRO, 
Brazîl Thousands of 
Brazilians took а break 
from samba to rock 
with U2 singer Bono 
during Camival cele- 
rations in a northeast 
em city, local media re- 
poned Friday 
Bono performed an 
imprompeu duet of 
“Verigo” with Brazilian 
popular singer Ivete 
Sangalo during Cami- 
val celebrations in Sal 
vador, some 1,200 kilo- 
mees (750 miles) 
northeast of Rio de 
Janeiro, the O Globo 
newspaper reported. 
АР 


CRAIG 


Boycott 
NEW YORK—Theyre 
shaken, stirred and just 
plain angry And sever. 
al monis іше with 
their response 

A group of James 
Bond“ fans have 
launched a website, 
wwwcrajgnot- 
bondcom, to protest 
British actor Daniel 
Craig replacing Pierce 
Brosnan inthe 007 fim B 
franchise, and threaten 
а boycott of the upi 
coming Bond movie 
“Casino Royale” ; 

Craig, whose recent 
screen, credits indude! 
“Munich,” was tapped 
last October to play the, 
seeretagenticon, 2 

^ satement on the 
ste said fans were in 
sulted with BON cast*a 
hon, blond, od ook- 
ing Daniel Craig in the 
roleofBond” — AP 
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PLDT, Piltel surprise mart with record profits 


But MVP warns of lean earnings for 2006 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

giant Philippine Long Dis- 
tance Telephone Co. (PLDT) 
surprised investors and fi- 
nancial markets yesterday, 
reporting record earnings 
that surpassed even the 
most bullish of forecasts. 


PLDTs mobile phone subsidiary 
Pilipino Telephone Corp. reported a net 


income of P13.5 billion compared with a 
profit of P9.8 billion in 2004. 

However, PLDT chair Manuel V 
Pangilinan cautioned that the company's 
performance in 2006 would likely be "be- 
nign" and would pale in comparison to its 
performance of the past three years. 

PLDT earned P34.1 billion in 2005, re- 
flecting a 22-percent increase from the 
P28 billion it made the year before. Most 
analysts were expecting PLDT to make 
P32 billion, at most. 

The company's 2005 net income was 


the highest ever reported, in absolute 
terms, fora Philippine-based corporatio 

Despite this, financial markets were nc 
cheering and investors remained wary of 

ure earnings potential—a point 
Pangllinan was quick to address. 

“We are at an inflection point" he said 
during а media briefing in Makati Сау yes- 
terday afternoon, stressing that PLDT would 
have to pause form its frenetic growth rate to 
focus on building future sources of revenue. 

“After seven years of significant expan- 
sion, our businesses are reaching a 


ping point,” he said. "We are embracing 
new technologies that provide exciting 
opportunities.” 

Several of PLDT's critics including 
influential investment bank Morgan 
Stanley—have pointed to the slowing 
growth and rising level of competition in 
the wireless business as the main threat. 
to the company's earnings potential in 
the coming years. 

‘Stung by the markets doubts about is fu- 
ture, PLDT officials yesterday rolled out a de- 
tailed presentation pointing to the sources of 


revenue growth in the coming years. 

Pangilinan outlined the company's 
three-pronged strategy which involves 
maximizing its penetration in the exist 
ing market for second-generation mobile 
phone services, introducing the much 
awaited third-generation mobile service 
in the country, and optimizing із 
fixed-line telephone business. 

He added that 2006 would be “the 
year to lay the foundations for earnings 
growth in 2007 onwards.” 

“We will be back on track in earnings 
momentum by 2007." 

PLDT president Napoleon L Nazareno 
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‘THE GOVERNMENT REJECTED ALL BIDS 
for treasury bills yesterday as banks sought 
unreasonably high interest rates after the 
market was spooked by the political х 
during the weekend, 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz said the 
government could not be forced to allow ab- 
surd increases in interest rates given its strong 
cash position, adding it could afford to wait 
ший the market jitters dissipated. 

"The market will get a sense that this (polit 
cal uncertainty) is just temporary. 


a BMW. Any finance or purchasing officer knows what that means 
price-wise: That's why theres Premium LEASE, the best 
designed ағапу BMW car. 


BPI LEASING... 


financing option that is as eleganti 
g 8 


will show more stability in the rates 
in a briefing after the auction yesterday. 

Had the Bureau of the Treasury accepted the 
bids for the short-term government securities, 
the 91-day bills could have fetched as much as 
5.431 percent, or 18.1 basis points higher than 
the rate set during lost weeks auction. The 
182-day bill yield could have risen by 6.7 basis 
points to 6.181 percent, and the 364-day paper 


Leasing as a concept has been 
extremely well-accepted worldwide, 

sticularly in America where it is the 
financing option of choice specially anong 
corporations and professionals. Leasing 


is premised on the philosophy that it is 


like flexibility and cash flow are more 
important. 

In like manner, this new product 
can best serve the requirements of your 
company, and serve as an exceptional 


motivational tool for your top corporate 


could have settled at 7.323 percent, or 13.7 ba- 
sis points higher than the previous week's rate. 
Cruz said the Treasury could have accepted 
the increase in the rates had it been reflective of 
secondary market trends. He said, however, that 
there was hardly any trading in the secondary 
market, and that the increase in interest rates 
pushed by the market therefore had no basis. 


more advantageous to use an asset rather executives, Premium Lease is brought to 


jan own it. Other than owning, variables 


The BEST of Both Worlds 
BMW on the other hand 
has long been considered as the 


you by two of the country's best brands. 


In the Philippines, one name 
stands out for its experience, 


asset-based financing arm of BPI 
with 30 years of leasing 


and BMW - which epitomizes 
sheer driving pleasure. With the. 
Premium Lease brought to you by 1 
BPI and BMW, you get the best f 
of both worlds. 


expertise and leadership in the field 
of leasing—BPI Leasing 
Corporation. BPI Leasing is the 


It also enjoys dominant share of best-engincered car in the world 
As such, you have BPI with its long 


tradition of banking leadership, 


Why Premium LEASE is BEST 


the market with more than 35% 
market share. 


‘Aga Finance or Purchasing Officer, we unde In summary lensing has a lower cash outlay bundled 
with BMW service and insurance benefits and flexible 


after lease options. 


Extra Savings 
‘With Premium Lease, you dont have to worry about 
annual chattel mortgage registration cost. 

Reasonable Pre-Termination Charges 
If for some reason, you might need to cancel 

lease, you can 


that you are ala on the lookout for solutions that an 
ont affective and advantageous to your company’s 
flow That's why Premium Leme was introduce to give 
yous load of advantages: 
‘Affordability 
Enjoy convenient financing terms through its low 
initial cash onto and low monthly ent. 
Hassle-Free 
his Gl serie operating leas wherein your 
monthly rental includes the costs of the BMW 
Service und Repair Inclusive Program, insurance and 


ium LEASE, 
you may call our BPI Leasing Account Officer 
‘at 845-5630 and 816-9261 
or any BMW authorized dealer. 


Š so, subject to reasonable 
terminacion charges. 
bility 
ransfer the lease to another party during 
the tera subject to prior approval of BPI 
Flexible After-Lease Options 
At the end of the lease, you can Боты tó return 
your BMW with no other obligation except for 
Теріп and exes mileage if anp. You can also entend 
the lise or better yer buy the car, or trade it in for 
те шен BMW model. 
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Israel-based group seen investing $300M in RP 


Focus on infra, real estate, energy and water 


By Abigail L. Ho 


AFRICA ISRAEL INVESTMENTS LTD, 
ап Israel-based conglomerate, will in- 
‘yest between $250 million and $300 
million in the Philippines, particular- 
ly in real estate, infrastructure, ener- 
gy and water sectors. 

Africa Israel Asia-Pacific vice presi- 
dent for development Jacob Ben- 
Moshe said the amount would only be 
the company's initial investment here 
and that it was keen on infusing more 
cash into various industries in the 
country later. 

“If we find room for potential in- 
vestments beyond that amount, more 
will be invested here,” he told re- 
porters. “We believe in the potentials 
ОР this country. Despite the state of 
emergency we didn't think twice 
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about coming here." 

He said the conglomerate, which 
was 80-percent-owned by diamond 
magnate Lev Leviev and 20-percent- 
owned by the public via the Tel Aviv 
Stock Exchange, was very "comfort- 
able" in the Philippines. 

"We think this is still one of the 
safest counties in the world," he said. 

‘Africa Israel has operations in the 
United States, Russia, the Czech Re- 
public, Canada, Holland, Serbia, Ro- 
mania, and Namibia. 

Its Philippine inves: 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

The conglomerate has forged a part- 
nership with Filinvest Development 
Corp. through the acquisition of 40 per- 
cent of Cyberzone Properties Inc., a Fil- 
invest subsidiary involved in informa- 
tion technology park development. 


Ben-Moshe said Africa Israel also 
had other projects with Filinvest, in- 
cluding the construction of reside: 
tial ui bang. 

The conglomerate also has a venture 
with the Century Properties Group of 
Jose Antonio, which involved residential 
‘developments in Metro Mania, he said. 

He said the group was also looking 
at teaming up with Metro Pacific Corp. 
for a $200-million white oil pipeline 
project for Philippine National Ой Co. 

The pipeline will run from Bataan 
to Pulilan in Bulacan, and will trans- 
port white oil, which is used by the 
textile, chemical and plastics manu- 


Ben-Moche said the group was also 

water projects and some 
of National Power Corp's power gen- 
eration assets. 


Jollibee expanding in US, China 


By Elizabeth L Sanchez 


JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP, THE COUNTRYS 
largest fast food chain is opening at least two 
more stores in the United States this year as it 
Firmly believes it can reverse the weaknesses 
sin that country. 

‘Aso, Jol ing opening an 
оше in China, where it has already gained a 
foothold through is recently acquired Chi- 
nese fas food brand, Yonghe King. 

"Tommy Y King, vice-president for Jollibee's 
105 operations, told reportes in a meeting 
yesterday that Jolibee would open a new 
Store on Beverly Boulevard in Los Angeles, 
California and another at Panorama Ску in 
Southern California. 

"The Los Angeles store will occupy part of a 
4,600-<quare meter propery and wil be 
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launched in early March. The 300-square meter 
store in Panorama City will start construction in 
March or April and will open in June or July. 

King said Jollibee spent between $350,000 
and $660,000 to put up a new store. 

Sales in its US stores grew 14.6 percent as of 
Feb. 24, and 10 percent in January Specific fig- 
tures were not provided but King said that one 
store could post sales of about $3,000 a day. 

King also said Jollibee was studying a plan 
to put up an outlet in Las Vegas and relocate 
its closed store in Vallejo, California to anoth- 
er site within the city Jollibee closed the 
Vallejo store last January. 

“Today, Jollibee runs 9 outlets in the US , 
mostly in Northern and Southern California. 

To help turn around its US operations, Jol- 
libee will send some of its best managers to 
the US. 

In the meantime, Jollibee chief finance offi 
cer Ysmael V Baysa said Jollibee had other plans 
for China on top of the Yonghe King operations. 

“There are other brands under consider 
tion for China. We are conducting studies, 
Baysa told Ingumer. He did not, however, give 
a firm answer when asked whether Jollibee 
‘will put up a new store in China this year. 

From January to September last year, Jol- 
libee reported a 6-percent growth in net in- 
come to P1.18 billion. 

"The Jollibee Group, the largest fast food 
chain in the country, operates а total of 1,429 
stores in the country and in nine countries 
worldwide. 
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Filinvest earmarks PIB 
for IT park expansion 


LISTED FIRM FILINVEST Development Corp. has. 
alloted nearly P1 bilion this year for further de- 
velopment of its Northgate Cyberzone informa- 
tion technology park in Alabang. 

in an interview during the groundbreaking and 
topping off ceremonies for two of the IT park's 
newest buildings yesterday. FDC president. 
Josephine Gotianun-Yap said the contact center 
and business process outsourcing (BPO) sectors 
continued о boost demand for quality office 
space. 

This was why, even while stl awaiting the 
completion of the two new buildings, Plaza A and 
Plaza D, she said the developer was already pian- 
ning on adding yet another building before the 
end ofthe year "I market demand so warrants." 

The six-storey Plaza A and Plaza D buildings 
will boost Filinves's aggregate leasing portfolio 
atthe IT park to 60,000 square meters from the 
current 40,000 square meters. 

Plaza А which already has “a contact center of 
a distinguished service company" leasing three 
ofits six floors, would likely be 100-percent 
leased by next month, Gotlanun-Yap said. Арай 
L.Ho 


UOB gets 2.3% stake, 
board seat in Banco de Oro 


UNITED OVERSEAS BANK of Singapore has ob- 
tained a 2.3 percent stake and one board seat in 
Banco de Oro Universal Bank to pilot-test a po- 
tential strategic partnership with retall tycoon 
Henry Sys bank. 

ВОО issued, through private placement, about 
22.43 milion common shares to UOB Philippines 
or P22.75 per share, BDO told the Philippine 
Stock Exchange yesterday. 

"The shares were given in exchange for UOB'S 
66 branches in the Philippines and thelr deposit 
liabiities that BDO had taken over in line with а 
May 6, 2005 agreement. 

‘Although one board seat in BDO would nor- 
mally require shares equivalent to В percent of 
the bank, BDO president Nestor Tan sad the Sin- 
‘geporean bank would now be given board access 
to testa potential strategic fi 

Не sald UOB, which had phased out Its domes- 
tic branches, was looking for a strategie partner 
in the Philipines. 

This is the first stop for UOB to gauge whether 
BDO wil be that Philippine partner,” Tan said. 

"We're giving them a seat and its up to them 
to gauge whether they'll increase thelr stake later 
on," he stressed. 

'300 took over añ but one of UOBS branches 
and about P11 bilion worth of deposit bites hit 
{id not assume any ot its non-performing assets» 

Should UOB decide to expand its presence in 
BDO. the latter expects the partnership to provide. 
synergies, particularly In the areas of trade fi 
nance, credit cards and private banking. Daris C. 
Фито 


SMC unit posts revenue hike 


SAN MIGUEL BREWERY Hong Kong Ltd. yester- 
day sald its 2005 consolidated gross revenue hit 
'HKS1.27 billion, or slightly up trom HKS1.26 ЫР 
ton in 2004. 

In Hong Kong, gross revenue grew 1.0 percent 
to HKS704 million; In mainiand China, the 
amount remained stable at HK$564 millon. 

Hong Kong operations recorded a 63 5-per- 
cent increase In operating Income to HKS1S 2 
millon. Fagship brand San Miguel rtalnad its 
standing as tha leading brand in Hong Kong. Vari- 
ous strategic programs have been employed to 
reinforce the San Miguel brand value and to 
Strengthen the brand's tos with customers and 
consumer. 

The company is the largest player in the Hong 
Kong beer market with total market share of 
about 29 percent. 

‘Commenting on the company's China strategy, 
the SMC chair Ramon S. Ang sald, "our priority In 
our China operations is to gain momentum and 
improve compatiiviness and bulid on buoyant 
demand for our highly popular local brand." 
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PLDT, Piltel ... 


From page Bt 
stressed the role of new technologies like 
broadband Internet in securing the compa- 
пуз future revenue stream. 

"Piltel the Philippines third biggest cellular 
operator with approximately 5 million sub- 
scribers on Talk N Text, the company's pre- 
paid GSM service, recorded net additions of 
about 372,000 in 2005 despite heightened 
competition. 
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PHIC TABLE kn PREMIUM 

CONTRIBUTION for 2008 
15 now avatlable 


FREEDEMO | 
w/in M.M. || 
734-9860» 726753 + 735-4082 


LG Суола 9. Dela Rosa Condo. Dola Rosa St, Makati CRY 
та. 082 27081 ве 1525 / 802-450 882-4590] 0922808 1 
ape 


Tt ensures FAST, COMPLETE and ACCURATE 
‘computation of payroll and generation of 
‘government reportorial requirements. 
GIHER PRODUCTS: 
MSI PIS (Personnel Information System), MSI DTR (Daly Time Recording) 
PROFIT Retail System (POS/Sales Manager, км. AR. & РО) 
5 n Profit Reta 


Drow Hoong, Dubai Manna. For more getads contact your local чамд agent or Emotes on tol. 193) 611-2278 olan (i) 


Discover frequent yer benais at war skywards.com 


Now that you're thinking about a new home, call us. 


PSBank 


FINE SAVINGS BANK 
RANK SUESTOIARY 


845-8772 
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< 
Message of Thanks 
We, the family of the late 


Rodolfo Arcega Tirona, Jr. 


wish to convey our deepest 
appreciation to all of you, our 
relatives and friends, who spent 
precious time with us, sent flowers, 
mass cards, or in some other way 
expressed your love, concern and 
support in celebrating Boy’s coming 
home to his Creator. 
Ihave fought the good fight, 
Ihave, peo race, ee the faith G 
(2 Timothy 4) 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2006 


"Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 


of my life; and 1 will dwell іп the house of the Lord forever.” 
Psalm 23:6 


Servillano H. Toreja 


“Вапоу” 
of Ibaan, Batangas 


Peacefully joined our Lord on 
February 23, 2006 at the age of 72. 
Hisloving wife 
Crisanta 
Children & Grandchildren 

Precy and Nono Peña Diony and Akiss Toreja 

Michelle, Hanz & Hachelle Amiel, Fatima & Jeni 
Rosie and Tony Villaruel Amel and Eileen Toreja 

LA, Anton, Joseph & Donnie Alec & Miguel 
Vickky and Noli Reyes Didith and Leo Carandang 

‘Matthew & Mark Christopher 
Danny & Pat Toreja Noel and Angel Toreja 

Joana, Paulo, Philippe & Janine Niño 

Criscell and Noel Ubamos 
David 

Brothers, sisters, relatives & friends request the pious readers to 
pray for the eternal repose of his 

His remains lie in state at his residence, #263 Santiago St, 
Poblacion Ibaan, Batangas. 

Interment will be on Thursday, March 2, 2006 after the 2 p.m. 


Fy 


VENANCIO T. ILAO 


Retiree of United Laboratories, Inc 


9 DULCISIMO D. MARTINEZ 


of Bacon, Sorsogon City and Davao City 


peacefully joined the Lord on February 25, 2006 
at the age of 82. 


He will be surely missed by his beloved wife Perla; 
children June (+), Ike, Marichu, Jojo, Tootsie and Love- 
love; brothers Lans and Camilo, in-laws, relatives and 
friends and by all of us who were given the grace to 
know and love him. 

His body lies in state at the Cosmopolitan Funeral Parlor, 
Camus St, Davao City. 

Interment will be on Thursday, March 2, 2006 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Davao Memorial Park, Davao City. 


Peacefilly joined his Creator on 
February 25, 2006 at the age of 66. 


His body lies in state at Sta. Teresita 
Chapel, Sta Teresita Village, Marikina, 


Interment will be tomorrow, March 1, at 
the Aglipay Cemetery after the 2 PM Mass. 
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Let our Funeral Home & Crematory ease your burden 
THERES RECURRENT 


re {| | «Elegant & Spacious Chapels «US-made Caskets +Catered Meals 
ыға «Flowers by Holland Blooms «Imported Registry Books & 
222 Thank You Cards «Personalized Guest Information Cards 
*Horse-drawn Hearse or Cadillac De Ville Hearse «Obituary Ads 


845-2440 * 845-2334 to 38 
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ror Pleas say a prayer for the repose fi sonl 
RAUL R. CEPEDA ad chien Randy and Stela Cepeda: Sandy & Princes 
$ DOMINADOR JR. А LUCIA CEPEDA an Rafael Lucien 
MARTIN & DULCE CEPEDA & Candice 
LUIS & PATRICIA SISON ans che Trisba. Camil. Lgl & Monique 
ROBERTO MA. LEONOR SISON and ern Palo, Robbie. Migs _ 
GRACIA C. LARA а Janine 
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WANTED IMMEDIATELY 
Nurses with M.A.N. 
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8 Mass at St. James the Greater Parish, Ibaan, Batangas. i 
E: 
"ENE 


go. — means. 
i RUDOLFO “Rudy” SIAOTONG 1 
] LUCERO SR. 


| 
| of Catbalogan, Samar 
| (May 21,1925- February 24, 2006) 
His loving wife, Feliza (t); children Rudyboy & 
Emma, Vic & Libay, Georgie & Trudes, Lorelie 
| Danny, Maritess & Dan, Ric & Myrna, Pinky 
| & Mark, Imelda & Boyet, Jean; brothers and 
sisters, nieces and nephews, grandchildren and 
| other relatives request the pious readers to pray 
| for the eternal repose of her soul. 


His remains lie in state at the Holy Trinity 
Memorial Chapel. 


Interment will be on Thursday, March 2, 2006 
at the Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque. 
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(MAYAPA, CALAMBA CITY and VIRAC, CATANDUANES) 
Passed away in the Grace of our Lord 

Inst February 24, 2006, 4:30 PM at the age of 57. 
Her husband FRANCISCO; children NAOMI, 
NANETTE & JOJO, NOEMI FRANCES, NOEMI 
FRANCESCA & NOEMI PAULENE; 
grandchildren JOAN and NINA; brothers, sisters, 
nephews, nieces and in-laws request the pious 
readers to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 
Her remains lie in state at Chapel 1, Loyola 
Memorial Park Chapels (inside Loyola Memorial 
Park), Marikina City. 
Interment will be tomorrow, March 1, 2006 after the 
2:00 PM Mass. 
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In Loving Memory 


of Our Dearly Beloved 


JOVENCIO L. VALENA 


‘on his 12th Death Anniversary 


Hoy Masses were held at the following churches: 
St Peter's Parish EM 
St Claire Monastery. 

Mos Holy Rosary Parish 

Sen Isidro Parish 

‘San Diego De Alcala Parish. 

Carmel of Our Lady 

Shrine of SL Vincent Ferrer. 

Immaculate Concepcion Cathedral Paris? 

| sacred Heart Parish 

|. ane pone pi 
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SEI Timog Ave., QC. 
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(Masteral Degree in Nursing) 
‘who are willing to work in School or 
Hospital setting, in Eastern Visayas, 
‘Anyone interested, please contact 
Fr. Efren L. Ojeda, OFM 
or Mrs. Natalie І. Puazo 
at (02) 3732973 or 3732974 
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UNILAB TURNS OVER ANTI-BIRD FLU MEDICINES 
President Gloria Maca- 

pagal-Arroyo and 

Health Secretary Fran- 

cisco Duque receive the 

Initial batch ofthe US 

$1.25 million worth of 

ant-bird fu medicines 

from United Laborato- 

ies Inc (Unilab) during 

an outreach projectin 

Taguig City ast Feb. 14. 

The initial quality of 

250,000 capsules is 
geodfortreatmentot — Ë 

25.000 persons. The balance of an- 
other 250,000 capsules will be avail- 
able by end of April. Unilab's бота: 
tion, which is consistent with its cor- 
porate rharacter as a socially respon- 
sible company, is a response to gov- 
өттепїз call for assistance in help- 
ing the country prepare against a po- 
tential bird flu pandemic. Last Jan. 


COFFEE PASSION AT UCC 

These business executives know everything about cof- 

fee and have made it their etime commitment to 

“share the best coffee to the biggest number o people. 

Hubert Young (right) and Shigenori Shigeta discuss the 

many blends now being offered by UCC. In this partic- 

ular occasion hey dida taste test on the UCC Rainfor- Í 

est lance Certified Coffee. The cerifcaon attests to SER _ 

the UCC farms adherence to environmental standards special conserving crtica! 
Wie, habitat, reforesting, recycling and reducing waste. UCC coffee beans mest al 
the igi checks and balances and hence deserve the tag high quali coffee. 


11, Unilab also donated P25 million 
worth of Enervon multivitamins to 
the Department of Agriculture to in- 
crease the body resistance of poultry 
workers in the identified 21 hot 
spots. Shown giving the donation are 
{from right) Unilab president and 
(CEO Carlos Ejercito and VP and exec- 
utive officer Mariano Tan Jr- 


SMART’S COMMITMENT TO SPORTS DEVELOPMENT 
xcd | 1 
(from left): Richard N 

eier 


(Leve A runner-up mens doubles). 
“The tournament was sponsored by 
‘Smart Buddy and Tak and Ted. 
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i-tech eyeglasses 


need not be pricey 
CLIC OFFERS EYEGLASSES WITH 
state-of-the-art technology at an af- 
fordabl price. Cic Readers (product 
features). magnet tront connection 
eyewear: never mispiace - lust hang 
around your neck; Neodymium 
magnet holds up to speed of 130 
mpi Swing T-Bar hinge; adustable 
temple опе sis fts di bl and 
95 percent unbreakable, form iting 
headband; can be for prescription, 


reading, sports and leisure. available 
in 9 diferent colours: P! 800 frame 
опу. Cic is exclusively distributed by 
Elecrobus Consolidated Inc (tek no. 
372-3035). Dealers: The Optical 
Shop Inc branches at SM Malls Gio- 
rietta, Robinson's Pace Mania, 
Gateway. Ай Mal, Festival Mall Sta. 
Lucia East Grand Mall, O-Plaza and 
Tutuban Center Mall, ЕС! бой Panay 
Ave, and ECI бой Shangrila. 


арай ol the Philippos 
Beperiment of Finance 
INSURANCE COMMISSION 
1071 Unig Matos Avenue 


INVITATION TO BID 


“The insurance Commission (С) ne eligible bidders to submit bits fr the 
Purchase ol the folowing IT Equipments. Atotied budgets Ps2.500.000 00. 
A. THREE (3) SERVERS 

Б. TEN (10) WORKSTATIONS (BRANDED) 

©. TEN (0) LAPTOPSINOTEBOOKS (BRANDED) 

D. SIX (6) LASER PRINTERS 


А complete set of Bid Documents can be acquired upon submission of a 

riten application and upon payment of non-efundabie fee of TWO 

THOUSAND PESOS (P82,000.00) тот February 21, 2008. A pre-bid 

Conference val be hei on March 9. 2008 st 9:0 АМ. 

ба pope must sm in wo (2) id engen ad bid ss. 
дома: 


A. Elgblity Check Envelope containing: 


& Ориг documents such as valid jit venture agreement, in case of а 
font venture: and letter authoring те BAC or ls duly authorized 
Tepresentatve to very any or all ofthe documents submited for 
Жоону croc 

в. Technical and Financial Proposal Envelope 

Eloy check screening as well asthe premicary examination of Bids shat 
Tat nol dacretonary "passte entera. Post quaficatons of te lowest 
саслана о shal be conductas, 

“Al particulars ізіне tothe Elgibilty Statement and Screening. Ве Securty, 
Pestormancs Securty. Evaluation on Bs, Post quahfcatons and award of 
Contec sel be governed by the provisions of RA 1984 and s implement 
‘os end reguisteza and oiner адаша goverment nues and терлесе. 
Desde of submission of sealed bids shall not be ister ihan 400 РМ on March 
222008 and bida shall be opened at 9:00 AM of те folowing day atthe 
Funeien Room, Insurance Commission, 1071 Unted Nations Avenue. 

For inquies. please contac Ms. Nancy V. CamaligaiAriei S. Sm at Telephone 
Nos, 825-7821 and 404-164, respectively 

IC assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to compensate and indemnity 
Бодо for any expenses curred ine preparato of те bd 

IC reserves he gh lo reject any or ай bids, waive any minor dolects heroin 
and accept the oer most advantageous Io ino government 


(503) PAMELA F. PITAS 
Chairman. Вз and Awards Cortes 
Notas by: 


(боз) EVANGELINE CRISOSTOMO-ESCOBILLO 
Insurance Commissoner 


BUYING ROLEX 
SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
7288687 09178094040 


| wun o sur | 


"PROFESSIONAL сенші 
pr 


SWISS WATCHES 
ао шапа шыш 


‘SWISS WATCH LOANS 


LOW Ps NEREST 


EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


2 TURNERO PASAY 
CALL 8329239 REMY 


Thank You Holy Spir 
Frome JR š Eee Dd келе 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


25th Annual Chest Convention 7 

‘THE PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF CHEST PHYSICIANS — / 

(PCCP) wil hod s 25th Annual Chest Convention BITS 
on Feb. 28 to March 3 at the Edsa Shangri-La Ho- DITS 
tek Mandaluyong Cty. With his years theme, Ф. P 
“PCCP on the Siver Screen: Prequls, Premieres 

and Previews in Pulmonary Medicine.” key develop- 

ment In purmonology and critical cae wi be reviewed 

and highlighted side by side win deeeralons on the state 

Othe art and recent advances in the fil, For inquiries on the 


annual convention or any activity of the PCCP, contact the secretariat at tal. nos. 
‘924-9204, 927-0343, telefax number 924-0144; or -mali porp@zpdee.net. 


Juan Luna CD launch at The Podium 
MALLGOERS WILL HAVE THE RARE OPPORTUNITY TO WATCH SOME OF THE 
countrys top musical lets perform in the aunching of the CD track of the 
Орегайётейо Spolarkum: Juan Luna tonight at 7 p.m. at The Padum Lounge 
Аза The event is a project of the Music Theater Foundation of he Philipines in 
Cooperation with The Podium. Write by the Phoies top coloratura sopra- 
то Pes Coyugar Asencio and music by the foremost and sought after musical 
recor Ryan Cayabyab, the opera Spofarium: Juan Luna was wel acclaimed 
during ts performances at the Cultural Center of the Philippines in 2003. For in- 
quies, getin touch with Julus at tel пов. 421-1898 and 439-0538. 


Baby loves Prokids all year round 

MOMMY MAKES SURE THAT BABY IS DRY AND COMFORTABLE ALL THE TIME 
чап те heip of тоба Premium Diapers. It provide a gente embrace through a 
Soft-foam waistband. Yet tš magic tapes ensure а туу comfortable fL A wet- 
Tess indicator heips mommy know when з tere to change. And з fast absorb- 
Ing core and adequate dst bution layer trat keeps wetness away from babys 
sarike skin. No wonder baby loves Preis агу day ol the year. Prokids Diapers 
K exclusive dtd in te Pipes by JS Unite Merchandise inc and s 
"labe in al kading superaret, roces, ала drug stores nationwide. 


Asia Pacific College marks 12th milestone 
ASIA PACIFIC COLLEGE (APO), CELEBRATES ITS 12TH ANNIVERSARY STAR- 
{ing Feb. 27. The week-long College Week observance which ends on March 4 
wil be held in the APC campus in Makati Cy. ned to grace the celebration 

Ë a long roster of guests including principals and guidance counselors rom 
Various pubic and private high schools in the Greater Metro Manila Area. A Se- 
ез of entertainment offerings are calendare for guests and students ae 
‘The testvites Include a concer, “Rockwell My School, featuring Kamikazee, 
Typecast. Valey of Chrome and bands from APC, and other popular bands, a 
sporstest fasion show, in-house seminars. and fim showings. 


clean with Charmee Feminine Wipes 
IN TODAY S FAST-PACED LIFE, GIRLS ON-THE-GO ALMOST FIND IT IM- 
possible to get bathroom breaks that they don't have time to wash anymore. 
Good thing there's Charmes Feminine Wipes with ts compact packaging, 
the pack easily slips in a woman's purse that makes it easy to сату around 
providing freshness whenever needed and making cleaning possible with 
Gut the actual washing. Every soft and gente tissue wipe is alcahol-re,by- 
poallergenic and has anti-bacterial ingredients. ts mild powder scent is 
Eure lo provide the user a clean and comfortable feeling. Priced at only P 
21.50 for pack with 10 ри (SAP), Charmee Feminine Wipes is available 
in al leading supermarkets, groceries, and drugstores nationwide. 


Love to cook? join MyGreatFood Club 
MYGREATFOOD CLUB PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FOODIES TO LEARN 
ard improve heir ойлау ss by enjoying speciai privleges and access to ac- 
ilis Wa cooling demonstrations, curar workshops and Iveod and nu- 
rion rated trainings and seminars. Ps, enjoy creative recipes as part of the 
{quoter newsletter mal out to all members în the country. To know more 
Shout ine cub and upcoming events, visit heir website at www myyrtal- 

food com or send a sell-adaressed stamped envelope to San Migue! Purefoods 
Culinary Center, Legaspi co Eagle Sts, Ugong Pasig Cy 1604. 


Бі ЕСҚ 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND BID 
me PNOC Energy Dirt Corporation ning м rei реше o ару 
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People, Eventsc? Products 


MERCURY DRUG 
CONDUCTS OBL 
On March 1, Mercury 
Drug celebrates 6151 
anniversary by conduct- 
Ing he “Operation Bigay 
Lunas’ (OBL) in 61 cites 
and municipales na- 
tiorwide. The OBL isan 
annual, simultaneous, 
‘one-day tree consult 
tions and medicines for 
Indigent patients. It aims to serve 
‘more than 120,000 indigents this 
year This undertaking is strongly sup- 
ported by їз business partners, 
provincial governors, city and muni 
pal mayors. This is Mercury Drugs 


E 4 
way of thanking ts customers who 
constantly patronize and support the 
company, The Operation Bigay Lunas’ 
Is part of Mercury Drugs social contri- 
bution to improve the quality of 
healthcare the community. 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Bullding, EDSA, Greenhills 
City of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila 
SEC CIRCULAR NO. 3 
Series of 2006 
To 
SUBJECT 


ALL CONCERNED 

PRINCIPAL OFFICE ADDRESS; 
ADDRESS OF EACH 
INCORPORATOR, DIRECTOR, 
TRUSTEE, OR PARTNER 


Inline with the "full disclosure requirement of existing laws, 
all corporations and partnerships applying for registration 
with the Securities and Exchange Commission should 
state in their Articles of Incorporation or Articles of 
Partnership the (i) specific address of their principal office, 
which shall include, if feasible, the street number, street 
name, barangay, city or municipality; and (1) specific 
residence address of each incorporator, stockholder, 
director, trustee, or partner. 

"Metro Manila" shall no longer be allowed as address of 
the principal office. 

‘Additionally, all corporations are required to state in their 
General Information Sheet the specific residence address 
of each stockholder, officer, director or trustee. 

Filings that do not comply with the foregoing requirements 
shall be considered as non-compliant with existing rules 
and regulations. 

This Circular shall take effect after publication in a 
newspaper of general circulation. 

Mandaluyong City, Philippines, 16 February 2006. 


(Sgd) FE B. BARIN 
Chairperson 


(PD-February 28, 2006) 


PINE DAILY. 


INQUIRER. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader 
in the newspaper industry with their 
balanced news and fearless views 

is committed to helping our trade partners achieve 

its business goals. 


We are in need of 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 
o work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, 
Bataan, Tarlac, Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 
JOB DESCRIPTION: 
V. Wil supervise a sub-distributor partner and help grow the 
business. 
‘QUALIFICATIONS: 
ге College graduates from the localities; 
= Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking: 
f= Must possess excellent oral and written 
‘communication skills both in English and Filipino: 
= Preferably Male, wiling to work on a graveyard shift, 
fast-paced, dynamic and fiexible environment. 
= Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus. 
‘= Applicants must be living within either Pampanga, 
Bataan, Zambales, Nueva Ecija or Тапас. 
Send your Resumeto GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
Сау Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, 
Dolores, San Fernando Pampanga 
ог califex 045-9614048 and look for Mr. Jess Yap. 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized кебегін 
the newspaper industry wah tni 
balanced news and fearless views 
is commited to helping our rade partners achieve 
Is business goals 


We are in need of 


RETAILERS 


Interested in selling Inquirer newspaper in the folowing 
areas in Central Luzon: Pampanga, Bataan, Талас, 
Nueva Edija and Zambales. 

Send your Resumé to: 
сау Distribution Group Inc. 

(exclusive distributor of Inquirer Newspaper) 
Dolores Homesite Extension 
(near Jun-Jun's Bibingka Rest., McArthur Highway) 
City of San Fernando Pampanga 
ог callfax (045) 961-4048 
please look for Mr. Jess Yap 
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The country's most widely read and circulated paper in the 
country is in need cf 
NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTION OFFICERS 
to oversee the sales and distribution operations of distributor. 
partners across the country 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
Graduate of top universities 
Highly motivated; aggressive and hardworking: 
Results oriented 
Possesses excellent oral and written 
communication skils both English and Filipino; 
Wiling to be relocated 
Willing to work in а fast-paced, dynamic and flexible 
environment 
‘Send your application letter and comprehensive resumé to 
HR MANAGEMENT SERVICES HEAD 
Philippine Dally Inquirer, nc. 
Chino Roces Avenue (formerly Pasong Tamo) 
comer Yague and Mascardo Streets, Makati City 
‘e-mail: recrultment@ingulrer.com.ph 
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8. Korea firm to put up $720-M shipyard 


Hanjin Industries’ first overseas facility to be located in Subic 


SOUTH KOREAS HANJIN HEAVY 
Industries Co. on Monday said it would 
invest $720 million for the construction 
of a shipyard in the Philippines, as it 
looks to escape constraints on capacity 
in its home country. 

Like its bigger rivals, Hanjin is uying to 
secure more expensive ship orders as ves- 
sel prices look set to weaken in coming 
quarters amid expectations that global 
trading volumes will soon slow down. 

The Philippines is a familiar overseas 
market for the South Korean shipbuilder. 


Option 2 ЕС ? 


Hanjin has been involved in building bar- 
bors, airports, highways and radwrays in 
the country over the past three decades. 
“The new shipyard in the Philippines 
is based on our strategy to overcome 
growth limits because of the limited site 
in our local shipyard and increase com- 
petitiveness in new shipbuilding or- 
ders; the company said in a statement. 
Hanjin said it had already won an or- 
der from French-based global container 
Shipping company, CMA CGM, to build 
4 container ships of 4,300 TEU (twenty 


+ Choose among a wide selection of 
most European.& Asian countries) 


like Handycam accessories and take advantage ог... 


3 Year LOCAL Warranty 
{1 Year Standard - 2 Years 
Extension from date of purchase 
(Supplied inside the box] 


1 Year TOURIST LIMITED 
WARRANTY (TLW) 

from date of purchase (xchange the 
Supplied 3 ear Local Warranty for TUN) 


foot equivalent units). The orders are 
collectively worth $250 million for the 
new shipyard. 

A Hanjin spokesman said over the tele- 
phone that CMA CGM had expressed its 
intention to help finance construction and 
to participate in other overseas projects. 

Hanjin's rivals, including the world's 
top shipbuilder Hyundai Heavy Indus- 
tries Co., and number two player Dae- 
‘woo Shipbuilding and Marine Engi- 
neering, have been building overseas 
shipyards in China and Vietnam. 


The first overseas shipyard for Han- 
jin will be located in Subic, and will cov- 
er about 2.3 million square meters. 

The investment would span about 10 
gears from March this year, the company 
Sid, Hanjin aims to make the first vessel 
delivery from the shipyard in June, 2008. 

Hanjin will lease the shipyard site for 
50 years, eight of which will be exempt 
from corporate taxes. 

‘The company said recent politcal 
uncertainties in the Philippines were 
unlikely to affect the deal. Reuters 


quality time with people who matter most 


best things they di 


еге, they can: 


promos. 


the Philippines. 


f the latest NTSC models (compared to 


at 
serviced or repaired in 45 countries such 
Hongkong, Taiwan, USA and UAE and 
ffrom the local warranty* even when their 
year -all for a very reasonable price; 


in That's Best For You! 


Та 


Or, Get Both Local 8 Tourist Limited 
Warranty For Only P1,500! 


3 Year LOCAL Warranty & 1 Year 


¿== Tourist Limited Warranty (TLW) 
“б 
Балауса Accessories 
ee: 


Above waranty pts canbe redeemed min one (1) month kom date of purchase of camera n any TUN change Pos (any Sony Sena Carter or Selecta Exh 


visit our website at W W w.SONny.com. 


4; 2006. See posters for details, 


IT firms expect 
severe beating 
over RP unrest 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


TECHNOLOGY FIRMS ARE EXPECTED TO SUF- 
fer a severe beating Losing vital business pro- 
cess outsourcing and shared services con- 
tracts—áas a result of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo's declaration ofa state of national emergen- 
“S according to an international research group. 

An advisory from the local unit of Canada- 
based XMG Ine. said the short-term impact of 
events that occurred in the country over the 
weekend would be “moderately severe.” 

"(Contracs) would be affected in light of the 
negative sentiment often invoked by the un- 
palatable statement of ‘a state of emergency" 
XMG said. “(But this) is more due to insufficient 
undersanding of the real meaning behind 
events of social unrest in Philippine society 

“More far-reaching ...is the effect on the 
precariously limited but highly skilled and 
Very mobile IT work force.” 

“There are about 304,000 people working in 
the industry today. 

XMG said continuing political uncertainty 
could drive more and more of these skilled 
people to look for jobs abroad. 

Stl, the firm said, the erosion of business 
sentiment in the information technology-en- 
abled services sector would recover swiftly in 
less than a year, provided there were no fur- 
ther politcal unrest. 

“Such nuisances often occur in the Philip- 
pines, but have no fundamental negative ef- 
feces on economic growth,” the firm said 
"The overall industry outlook is between neu- 
tral and postive, with cautious optimism.” 


BSP tightens 
rules on bank 
trust accounts 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS HAS 
drawn up tighter rules on trust accounts of- 
fered by banks for long-term estate planning, 
in an effort to curb the use of such instru- 
ments to circumvent the reserve requirement. 

"The circular on “living trusts,” which the 
BSPS supervision and examination sector 
submitted to the Monetary Board, prescribed 
six stringent criteria to ensure that the instru- 
ments would no longer be used to acquire 
short-term profits while avoiding the reserve. 
requirement. 

Living trusts, which are not as tightly regu- 
lated as the common trust funds (СТЕ), are. 
instruments for estate planning being man- 
‘aged by banks trust departments for the heirs 
or beneficiaries of estate owners. 

They are like a will that governs the assets 
of absentee principals for their beneficiaries 
over a long-term period. 

‘Over the last two years, the BSP has ob- 
served an unusual surge in “living trusts" as 
soon as it issued a new circular requiring 
banks to phase out CTFs and shift to a superi- 
or product called unit investment trust 
funds. 

Instead of shifting to UITFs, some banks 
were suspected of putting in more transac- 
ons into living rusts. Doris C. Dumlao 


Atlas firm spends 
P106M to clean 
up Toledo mines 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


ALAKOR CORP, THE MOTHER FIRM OF ATLAS 
Consolidated Mining and Development Corp, 
has spent a total of P106 million for che rehabili- 
{ation ofits copper mines in Toledo, Cebu. 

‘Alakor has been funding Atlas subsidiary 
Carmen Copper Corp. (о clean up the 400- 
hectare Toledo copper mines since June 2005, 
Atlas vice president Rodrigo Cal said. 

Cal said that Carmen Copper is expected to 
complete the rehabilitation in time for the mines 
reopening in the last quarter of this year. 

Alas copper projet in Cebu was started in 
1955 and covered some 5,000 ha. But operations. 
were stopped in 1994 when copper prices 
dropped in the world market. The following 
year a flooding occurred in its tunnels. 

"The Toledo facility is capable of producing 
42,000 merrie tons of copper a day In the 19705 
and 1980s, Alas employed over 14,000 workers 
to work on the mines. The company plans to hire 
2,700 people when it resumes operations, 

as wil conduct local and international pub- 
lic offerings before the year ends and has select 
ed Macquarie Securities as із financial adviser, 

ve undertaking will allow the company to 
part of the $170 million it needs to oper- 
ate its copper mines in Cebu, 
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Stand straight, look slimmer 


IT HAS BEEN SAID THE р Туш e nen Y My pie have poor posture 

fastest way to lose a COU apd your breasts lank higher and кесше nenne we do inis 

ple of pounds is to stand firmer ifyou area woman. us forward—working at a desk, 

straight. This is true. ‘With the chest lifted, your ab- reading, eating, talking to some" 

S dont scualy koe any domen 8 puled in зем of T Sees annu Sr пе shoulder blades become long mely for а number of years or 

weight but good posture can make "hanging out.” Your waist will ap- san Bergholtz, former chief physi- and loose. An imbalance between decades, your poor posture will 

you look like you are slimmer than pear to be at least one or two inch cal therapist at New York Hospital. the muscles in front and behind de- seem "natural" to your body. When 

Jou realy are К male You wil look taler and Sabela iat so perem ofal el ths persan would do et., you Arst kam to and or St cor 

"When you stand properly, your leane pensive your clothes, haireut or back pain and 95 percent of all ercses to stretch the muscles іп recy, it will not seem right. It 

chest is lifted and shoulders are Lets face it, no matter h ¢ makeup, itis very difficult to look pain between the shoulder blades front and exercises to strengthen might even seem a little uncom- 
ишсе ийй rounded soaker, Ë due to baa posture de pued bernd. бшш 

Tei chest and a ORIG py Заале ва: е To corect your posure, you wil 

EXERCISE OF THE WEEK belly Not oniy that, poor posture Emotional problems i need to make standing properly а 

Me lnk tee your la his book “өлімі ren Standing correctly Conscious habt Caron Wa a 

| Sime ean eren make you lok de. Dikewall daims that chronic poor Ном does one stand correctly? physical therapist at the Richard 

Балы Die be ael to би Haw a pareser view you fom the M. Bachrach Center for Spot and 

nsupporte Курше А ate cf a inal. se The cemer of your head, Osteopathic Medicine in New York 

| Lower back vidual. shoulders and hips should fall in City, developed some techniques 


MATTON STEM eR 


er posure doesnt just make " Esampes of these emotional line There should be a slight in 
co bra you look unattractive; it can also repressed anger, depres- ward curve in the neck, a slight 
ok en t уон jolts and sion and low ёнге. He says outward cave in the upper back 
cause problems in your joins 204 дота peopl, poor posure can. and sligh inward curven elow. der Blades into your bck pocket 
= = тш Tbe ine e nde ша Бесим creces pe. erbadc When Pese cies are eT prevent a protruding bely 
if aligned proper ical therapy until these negative at- aggerated or flattened, the spine is and/or swayback: Picture zipping 
е СУРАУ out of align. tudes and emotional problems misaligned. Your мен pir of jane. Draw 
ment ‘by improper posture, pum are taken care of fi. “Then have your partner view Your lower abdomen in and away 
р u ie қ you from the font, There should from he zipper 
back, neck, shoulders, and even Muscular imbalance be an imaginary line from your e To prevent your chin from jut- 
the Fipa and knees. Many ases of poor posture ае nosetoyournavl (aly buton to ting forward. (he “ure look): 
амрана ро mne a pont beween your feet. Your Imagine a шш Ше fom the bot- 
Posture faults farsuengt and flexibility Take the hips and shoulders should be par- tom of your chin to the top of your 
‘Barbara Brehm, exercise physi- example of rounded shoulders. А allel to each other. If one hip or chest 
iuum Beh, лаве Sesh who souches while doing shoulder higher than the other, To prevent your spine fom 
ology profesor at Smith Clee, Tan hours of desk work max over you may have solos ora lateral, resembling a “Ieier C": Visualize a 
Se Ве mom сопол ea tnt develop omnes and tight. arar of te spine. Consultan. suing gently puling the tp of your 
We ed (ein jog for nexintemusiesofüecheand orthopedic door. fend = the celing while you are 
шат nes Ward) а promuding abdomen and front ofthe shoulders. ees Sang and sanding 
e —Á ile (an emegeaed wer Mean, Ве muscles in йе Conscious habit 5 d 
kas — sa beck curve). She says ай four may rear of the shoulders and between If you have been standing incor | Visitwww.inajuanfiness info 


THIS YOGA-INSPIRED press your shoulders away 
exercise strengthens the mus- from your ears as you contract 
cles of the back and stretches the back muscles and lift the 
the muscles of the chest and upper body. 
abdomen. 2. Do not use your arms at 
Equipment: any time during the exercise to 
Exercise or yoga mat help lift or lower your upper 
Exercise technique body That's why it is called the 
1. Lie down on your stomach "unsupported" cobra. 

with yourlegs together and your 3. Do not throw your head 

1 arms bent, your hands directly backwards when you lift the 

under your shoulder joint. ‘upper body The head and neck 
2. Keep your face an inch or should just “come along for the 
two off the floor. ride” when you contract your 
3. Contract the muscles in back muscles. 
your back and lift your upper 4. To relieve pressure on the 
„ body. lower back, spread legs wider 
4. Hold the position for the than the hips. 
desired amount of time with- | Repetitions: 
ош pushing down on your Hold the position for three 
hands. to five breaths. One breath 
5. Slowly lower down to the means inhaling and exhaling. 
starting position Make sure that your inhalation 
Performance tips: and exhalation are consistent 
1. Lengthen your neck and in length and depth. 


Intensive Treatment 


for Distressing Women's Hair Loss 


Stop feeling hopeless and helpless over the distressing 
effects of hair loss. Svenson, the leading name in 

hair recovery, wil help restore health, fulness, shine 
and luster to your hair with its Total Hair Revitalization 
Program. This comprehensive system of treatments 
has been proven effective against women's hair loss. 


> Inhibits the main cause of hairloss 
> Hastens the re-growth process 
У Thickens the strands to prod 
fuller, stronger-growing hair 
> Promotes the optimum environment 
for healthier hair maintenance 


Call Svenson today for a FREE consultation 
Because no woman should suffer from hair loss. 


WOMEN AT 


Long ago after а great bati, the Warriors of Hunan celebrated their viciory by 
Valete dish o Honor hei ету spirit and bravery. They selected the ісін and 
mes oder bes, and led i о perfection, The moist meat was dipped in the secret 

ft a anan spicy sce. This perfect blend of favors was called the Fiery Beef of Hunan. 

Fulfilling een ee on e sens of lx mkea and gon bon 
Por сн, men searched for [his scrumptious meal, ong hidden in the Bowl of 
Endes Delight now known as the Super Bowl of China. 


Super Delivery 737-8888 Š Ç See 
TOMAS момо вмоноо ASANO Super Delivery lorena 4» Festival Mall + SM City North EDSA «Eastwood Libis «Promenade Greenhills Due Wave Mari 
(Z o en Carte 3 ee отепа Mall SM Cuy San Lazaro ° Tomas Morsto ` Di илы Greenbelt 3 Dg Buddha iue Wave Macapagal 
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ROANN Aguilar and Joyce JM CHU and Jam del Rosario 


Dionson 


DJ MILES, Jonathan Potter SULTRY singer Vernie Varga and 


GENT forall seasons Louie Cruz 
Mezze's Bobong Velez 


SULTRY songbirds Geneva Cruz 
and! j and Mc Sandro of Boracay resto 


a 


STAN Anson, Alvin Lacsamana and Dindo 
Munsayac 
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LARA Monterola and Paula 
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Blushing welcome for era of bloom 


THING THEY PROMISED Summing itall up, palanggas its crystal clear 


that Abac recommends future initiatives that 


WITHOUT 


AUSTRALIA'S Ambassador Ruth Pearce, Doug Chester, Dr. Peter 
Shergold, and Michael Jenkins Crouch 


a 1 
« » 


MALAYSIA'S Prime 
Minister Dato" Seri 


US SECRETARY of 
State Condoleezza 


Badawi 


PRESIDENT 
Alejandro Toledo of 
Abdullah Ahmad Rice Peru 


T WAS 

it would be, palanggas. The fun 

vite said, “ls going to be a night of 
to welcome а new era of bloom." Sent by Cir- 
cuitAsia, it was for the hot slambang gig at 


The happening was a showcase for CircuitA- 
sia's “products,” like Gift Foundation, Genera- 
Hon Pink (GP) Magazine, the website Fabu- 
louscom and Creative Resources & Manage- 
ment, a one stop media solutions provi 
CircuitAsias main man in Manile, the articu- 
ate and consummate gay rights advocate Ding 
Pastrana, said, "The affair was staged to show 
‘our enduring commitment to a passion that has 
become a growing life force in the community" 
Ding P and his talented creative rah-rah team 
Jed by hotshot artist Kenji Nuñez transformed 
Mezze into a breathtaking setting decked with 
swatches of muslin in crimson and pink. 
‘International host Kevin Aviance jected in 
from the Big Apple to keep the action bubbling 
and sizzling. Eye-catcher Vernie Varga brought 
e house down with a hot performance worthy 
of her title as The Vamp. R&B diva Ella Mae 
Saison wrapped it all up with her usual soulful 
and passionate perf de 
ith the high energy were beautiful 
jeweler couple Gabby and Maritess Panlilio; 
beauty contest royalty Ramon Monzon and 
Lorraine Schuck of Carousel Productions; bril- 


BATTING 
_AN EYELASH 


Maurice Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


(Apec) summit forum held in Busan, Korea. 

‘During the summit, Myma Y. had a dialogue 
with leaders of the 21 Apec economies. She dis- 
cussed global issues with awesome personali- 
es like Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra of 
Thailand, Prime Minister John Howard of Aus- 
tralia, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Sin- 
gapore, President Vicente Fox Quesada of 
Mexico and President Roh Moo-Hyun of Ko- 
rea. 

“Abac was established as a permanent body 
to асс as an independent voice of business with- 
in the Apec process. It is the sole nongovern- 
mental entity that has an official role in the 
Арес Economic Leaders Summit through a for- 
mal dialogue" 

Myrna Y explained to me why she definitely 

jad to attend this awesome meeting. She said 

е developing economy would need from the 
developed economy assistance in E-commerce 
and technology. With the rapid advance in tech 
nology, the gap between the two economies 
could widen. 


would improve the overall business environ- 
mentin the region. 

Afer the shop-alk, we enjoyed our yummy 
lunch at ber favorite resto, Via Mare in Green- 
belt palanggas. 

FCCP room 

“Those super women of culture and organiz- 
ers of charity will be adding another beautiful 
feather in their cap. Tomorrow, March 1, the 
Friends for Cultural Concerns ofthe Philippines 
Inc. (FCCP) formally inaugurates the much 
needed FCCP Room, which these women do- 
mated to the National Arts Gallery of the Na 
tional Museum on P Burgos Seet, in Manille, 
Palanggos. 

Snipping the ceremonial ribbon during the 
opening will be founding chair hotshot philan- 
thropist Chito Madrigak-Collantes, no less, 
and FCCP super dedicated president and wom- 
ап of substance and style Amelia Romero 
Ablaza. 

During the event, Alay at Pasasalamat, spon- 
sors and donors of FCCP' tons of projects will 
get plaques of appreciation. Performing are the 
Tenowned Mania Symphony Orchestra and 
‘world-class soprano Camille Lopez Molina, 
the only soloist of the fab event, dahlings. 

‘Alay at Pasasalamat is headed by FCCP’ di- 
rector, mulifacered Souther gent Boysie 
Villavicencio. I is co-chaired by civic-oriented 
women Helen Ong, Cristina Galang Caedo 
and Mabel Abaño. 

ies а must o-t affair, which we definitely 
vill not miss, palanggas. 


PRIME Minister Lee Н 
Hsien Loong of Franco Mabanta and DJ Ba. 

Partyphiles Amiel Cabanlig and DJ Mojo Jo- 
jo, who were celebrating their birthdays, were 
toasted by Mezze top gun Bobong Velez. 

This fab Pink Party at Mezze raised more 
than a million pesos from donations by the sup- 
portive and concemed invitees. That made 
Ding Pastrana happy and inspired to work 
harder to make the Pink Community a re- 
spectable and responsible mem global 
‘community, natch! Right on, Ding P! 


RP representative. 

"That fascinating woman of substance, in- 
credibly briliant Myrna T Yao, chair of the 
tional Commission on the Role of Fi 
Women (NCRFW), was designated by Pres 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo, no less, palanggas, to 
fepresent the Philippines as “one of the Арес 
Business Advisory Council (Abac) members” in 
the two-day Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 


Rudolf and Michelle—spiritual partners 


Why not? Because marriage, as those of the husband. The objec- 
he points out, was originally in- tive is physical and economic sur- 
tended to assist physical survival. vival 

The couple needed to bond to The institution of marriage, as 
protect themselves, their proper- we know it today, is no longer 
ty and children against the harsh functional for people whose con- 
realities of the environment. Lat- sciousness transcends the physi- 
ex, of course, the institution of cal realm and whose needs for 
marriage became necessary to spiritual growth cannot be met 
provide legitimacy in political ing 
Succession and smooth transfer replaced, according to Zukav, by 
of property from one generation a new archetype that is desi 
toanother. to assist spiritual growth. 


w “When you commit toa: 
No equality al parmership with another In 

Spiritual parmership cannot man being,” says Zukav, "you 
exist within the context of mar- bring the energy of the archet 
riage, as we know it, because the of spiritual partnership into the 
latter is not based on equality of physical arena. You begin to form 
partners. Marriage presupposes and to live by the values, percep- 
certain dudes and expectations 


tions and actions that reflect 
that may not be conducive tospir- equality with your partner and 
itual growth. 


‘commitment to his or her spiritu- 
А wife is expected to have du- al development and your own. 
ties separate or different from 


hars how spiritual partnership 


CNN'S Lorraine 
Hahn 


CHONG Siak Ching, 
Abac member 


rectors: (seated) Lulu Castañeda, Cex Manalo, Karen Macasaet, Mellie 
‘Ablaza, Myrna Borromeo, Beth Cristobal, Nene Leonor, (standing) Mars Lambino, Chit Gohu, 
Fortune Ledesma, Boysie Villavicencio, Chloe Romulo-Periquet, Mari Lacson, Teresita Liboro 
and Carrie Bautista 


PHILIPPINES’ Myrna T. Yao with Michael Ducker, Hyun Jae-hyun and 
Gary б. Benanav 


атш 


ТО UNDERSTAND AND APPRE- 
ciate the dynamics of the rela- 
tionship between a couple, like 
Rudolf and Michelle, which 1 re- 
lated in the previous column, itis 
important to introduce the con. 
cept of what Gary Zukay, in his 
book “Seat of the Soul,” calls 
“spiritual partnership" as con- 
tasted to marriage. 

“The underlying premise of a 
spiritual partnership,” according 
to Zukay, “is a sacred commit- 
ment between the partners to as- 
sist each other's spiritual growth. 
“Spiritual partners are able to dis- 
tinguish between personality and 
soul and, therefore, they are able 
to discuss the dynamics berween 
them, their Interactions, on less 
emotionally bound ground than 
husbands and wives. That ground 
does not exist within the con- 
sciousness of marriage." 


he was putting their relationship 
[4 at great risk because he knew 


must be nurtured over many 
years of trial and experimenta- 
tion, even to the extent of putting 
the relationship at great risk. But 
itis worth all that! 


INNER 
AWARENESS 


Jaime T = 
Licauco 


works.” 


Complete trust 

те underlying characteristic 
of a spiritual relationship is co 
plete or absolute trust in each 
(cher. Each learns to trust not on- 
ly each other but also one's ability 
to grow together. One more im- 
portant point: "You learn that you 
put your partnership most at risk 
by avoiding that which you are 


what they were about to do, But 
because he was committed to the 
growth of his partner in all as- 
pects, he allowed her to have ji 
What she wanted. Essentially wrong 
‘That did not destroy their part I have long suspected there 
nership, И might even have was something essentially 
Strengthened it. After that ind. wrong with marriage, but] could 
dem, both realized they still not pin it down. Something 
wanted to be together so much so should replace it but 1 did not 
that, two weeks later, Rudolf even know what. 
allowed Michelle to stay with Gary Zukav and other writers 
Rene for several days. A year lat- articulated for me what believe 
ex learned Rudolf formally таг. а true human relationship should 
ried Michelle be. Call it spiritual relationship, 
Human relationships in the soul partnership, even sacred sex 
Philippines are light years away The concept Is exciting and is 
from this level of trust and com- more soubsatifying than our 
mitment of a spiritual partner- present institution of marriage. 
most afraid will destroy it” Ship, achieved only by wo people But how many in this country 
ad wi acl to ler his With the same level of conscious. willbe courageous enough o сп» 
partner, Michelle, go out alone пез bark on such an uncharted jour- 
Pee Reina, it cannot happen overnight It ney of the soul? Very few indeed! 
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Guide for making informed 
choices about lifestyle 


HE SAYING THE BEST 
| defense is a good of- 
fense should apply not 
just to the battlefield but also 
to health and to life. Here are 
bits of information that can 
guide you in making in- 
formed decisions about your 
lifestyle. 


Aging 
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What to do 

+ Don't smoke, 

* Avoid chemically laced foods. 

+ Eat vegetables and fruits. 

* Exercise regularly. 

* Get enough rest/relaxation and 
sleep. 

+ Avoid stress. 

* Limit calories: Include omega-3 
fatty acids in your diet, control con- 


Laundry 
with nature’s 
sweet scents 


INSIDE 
Out 


Cory 
Quirino 


sumption of salt, sugar and caffeine. 

* Detox your body regularly (once 
‘a month is ideal) via vegetable juicing 
(or simply coconut water) 

* Take antioxidant/supplements 
that may help: Alpha-lipoic acid, 600 
mg/day; Со010, 150 mg daily; mag- 
nesium, 350-500 mg daily; selenium, 
200400 mcg daily; glutathione, 
(combined with alpha-lipoic acid and 
vitamin C; Lucida brand has this com- 
bination). 

Herbal supplements like aged gar- 
lic (Kyolic) can enhance health and 
fight aging. 


Cold fighter 

‘There is more to life than Echi- 
sacea, the well-known cold fighter 
"Today, there are mighty elements in 
Chinese and Indian (Ayurvedic) 
medicine that have been rediscov- 

=> Andrographis (available at 
GNO A review study, published by 
Plant Medica on a study of a re 
Searcher from the University of Ру 
mouth and Exeter, concluded that 
cold and Па suffering of 900 people 
were alleviated with this herb. 

< Eleuthero, also called Siberian 
root/ ginseng, can prevent the onset 
of flu or cold by strengthening ones 
ability to fight stress 

+ Beta-glucan, an immune system 
stimulant, has the capacity to ghtin- 
Yading microorganism. Its naturally 


found in oats, barley and Maitake 
mushrooms. 

"When you are down with a cold: 

+ Keep warm. 

* Take a healing tea like green, 
black or herbal, although herbals Же 
ginger seem best. 

Ginger Zest Tea: Grate Ye tsp of 
fresh ginger. Pour boiling water on it. 
Steep for minutes. Strain. Sip slowly 

* Take hot broth or soup. 

+ Laugh your way to healing. 


Goodbye, illness 

Nobody wants to get sick. There 
are ways to prevent it from happen- 

too often: 

" Keep yourself in good health. An 
unbalanced diet will make your body 
acidi 

Breakfast is a good start. Avoid 
sugary cereals, baked goods, coffee and 
ay Have fruits and a veggie juice 
(Carrot appie or cocowater camo. 

+ Drink alkaline water daily 

Ü Avoid yeast and products with 
yeast 

+ Watch your weight. 

+ Avoid red meat. 

Take fsh oils, raw nurs, salads. 

Ü Use sea salt (which is alkaline) 
instead of table salt 

" Eliminate acidic waste via sweat- 
ing through exercise 

+ Take probiotics (friendly bacte- 
па) daily Take your vitamins supple 
ments daily 

editaxe/pray daily 
Laugh Laughter is sill one of the 
best medicine 

Love and light! 


Smart Text Service on Beauty and 
Wellness— CQ to 2966 

Reference: Let's Live Magazine, De- 
cember 2005 issue. 


HERBAL 
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CRABTREE & EVELYN INTRODUCES FINE 
Fabric Wash in Rosewater and Lavender for 
laundry with nature's sweet smells. 

Clean, fresh, sweet-smelling clothes and 
bed linens feel extremely luxurious and give 
immeasurable pleasure, 

Rosewater and lavender are two of nature's 
most beautiful bouquets. 

Crabtree & Evelyn's laundry washes pro- 
vide precious care and perfect protection for 


Be ABSolutely Fit. 


Avoid ‘heartache’ 


‘THE HEART IS THE MOST HARDWORKING 
organ in the body It works round the dock, 
tirelessiy pumping blood to nourish the body 
and keep it alive. 

Despite its strength, the heart has a deli 
cate anatomy and tires with age. 

Cardiovascular disease, the hearts most 
lethal enemy is the leading cause of death in 
the Philippines. I is caused by factors like hy- 
pertension, smoking, and lack of exercise. 

But the disease is largely preventable. 
Even those who have had the disease could 
live rich, fulfilling lives with the right 
lifestyle, attitude and medic 

Dr. James Wee, internal medicine spe- 
cialist and Pfizer's cluster physician for 
metabolism and urology, suggests, among 
other less fat and carbohydrates in the diet, 
no smoking, moderate exercise for 30 min- 
tesa day at least three times a week. 

Except for factors such as age and gen- 
der, Wee says most risk factors for cardio- 


this heart month 


vascular disease stem from а person's 
lifestyle. Healthy living early in life can re- 
duce the risk of getting the disease 

But cardiologist Anthony Leachon, рге: 
dent of the Philippine College of Pharma- 
ceutical Medicine, says the demands of 
modern living have forced many people to 
resort to convenient but unhealthy prac- 
tices. 

Leachon says medication is necessary for 
a person who already suffers from hyper- 
tension, high cholesterol, and other risk 
factors. 

Studies have shown that proper medica- 
tion can significantly lower cholesterol and 
control hypertension. 

Dr. Kiko Tranquilino, Pfizer's cluster 
physician for cardiology, stresses the 
portance of correct dosage and compli- 
ance. He says people with the disease have 
to take medicines for life. Patients cannot 
stop when they start feeling better. 
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If he heart valves are badly damaged, the condition now 
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garments and linens, leaving them delightful- 
dy scented but impeccably laundered. They 
are gentle on fabrics but tough on dirt, ex- 
tremely safe for different kinds of fabric, in- 
cluding delicates, especially sweaters, and 
fine washables like lingerie and wool. 

То maintain laundered freshness for 
clothes and linen, complete the laundry cycle 
with Crabtree & Evelyn's Linen Mist in Laven- 
der and Rosewater. Iron reservoirs filled with 
Linen Mist will steam-scent clothes. Or Linen 
Mist can be sprayed directly onto clothes and. 
sheets before use or wear. 

Meanwhile, visit the Rockwell Vintage 
Bazaar March 18-19 and get a chance to win 
luxurious Crabtree & Evelyn products. The 
event showcases Manila designers and en- 
trepreneurs. 
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Soothing. Nourishing. Cleansing. Slimming. 
A fit and healthy body starts with 
the proper diet, exercise and 
ABS Herbal Tea. Its the tea that 
Keeps you ABSolutely fit 
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Jett Water Heater Co., Inc. 
The Direc! Sling Company 


More Products & Services to Meet Your Needs 
Ita Winer Hestan + Storage Water немеп «Energy Song Water Hosters 
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LOWER PRICE * HASSLE FREE BUYING + DELIVERED THE NEXT DAY 
BETTER AFTER SALES SERVICE “ BETTER PAYMENT TERMS * MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ROSEWATER Fine Fabric Wash and Linen 
Mist products 


"Promo applies only to 24/7 Text Unlimited P150 8 P50 loads. 
“Free Gall Time and Unlimited Service apply to local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts. 


Load 24/7 Text Unlimited and get 
as much as 4 hours of free calls. 


Another first from the network 
that started the Unlimited Service. 


Switch to Sun and express yourself more! 
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The privilege of self-regulation 


THE WORD PRIVILEGE CONNOTES A VARIETY OF 
ideas: a benefit, an advantage and something that is 
bestowed as a special concession. In simple terms, a 
privilege is something that not everyone can enjoy, 
and is usually available only toa distinct few. 

"And it is just as well that the Advertising Board of 
the Philippines (AdBoard) has adopted the theme “In- 
dustry Self Regulation: A Privilege" to underscore the 
organization's direction ав it embarks on a more dy- 
namic and empowered era with the induction of a 
new set of officers and directors today. 

Advertising is a powerful medium that has the po. 
tential to shape perceptions and opinions of the gen- 

al public, with the end in view of influencing their 

ites on what products to buy, or what services to 
avail of. Advertising makes use of a variety of literary 
devices to put a message across. But like everything 
else, the freedom to employ such creative devices 
must be tempered by sensitivity and responsibility 
‘And this is what the AdBoard, as the umbrella organi- 
zation of various advertising groups and associations, 
has been advocating through self-regulation. The con- 
cept of self-regulation underscores truthful 
and responsible advertising, as well as high 
degree of professionalism among practition- 
ers because if fosters the underlying princi- 
ples of responsibility and accountability from 
the practitioner towards his public. 

"While there are a number of government 
regulatory agencies such as the Department 
of Trade and Industry, the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs and others, it is stil the primary re- 
sponsibility of the practitioners themselves to 
see to it that strict standards are drawn up . 
and adhered to in the pursuit of their work. 

Other countries like Ireland and Australia al- 
so have independent self-regulatory bodies 
similar to the Philippines’ AdBoard—that pro- 
mote and ensure the highest standards of ad- 
wertising in the interest of the public. 

‘Under the principle of self-regulation, the 
AdBoard monitors the contents of advertise- 
ments through its Advertising Content Regu- 


Messages 


warmest felicitations to 
all the members of the Adver- 
tising Board of the Philip 
pines, Inc. (AdBoard) as you 
welcome: and induct your 
new set of officers and direc- 
tors. 

‘The Advertising Board of the Philip 
pines has through the years been an active 
partner of government in socio-economic. 
Transformation. Your efforts to become a 
catalyst for national growth manifest your 
dynamic resolve to live up to your social 
responsibilities to the nation. 

“The occasion gives you a great opportu 
nity to focus on excellence and strive hard- 

То elevate your profession to global 

indards. May your cohesiveness as a 

oup strengthen your commitment to 
making advertising a flourishing industry 
that upholds public interest and respon- 
sive to the challenges of our time. 

Teall on all of you to unite behind gov- 
emments efforts to improve moral stan- 
dards in our society through values forma. 
tion to promote good governance and 
fight poverty. With all sectors of society 
working together in the spirit of unity and: 
patriotism, 1 am confident that we can 
Bear the odds and secure a progressive fu- 
ture for all Filipinos. 

Mabuhay kayong lahat! 


GLORIA MACAPAGAL ARROYO 
President 
Republicofthe Philippines 


Our warmest greetings to 

Гаі" Board of the 

Philippines 1) as you 

bold your Induction of 2006 
Officers and Directors. 

Й The Department of Trade 

and, Industry (DTI) recog: 

nizes and values the advertising indus- 

try noteworthy contributions to the de. 

velopment and promotion not only of 

consumer welfare, but also of our econo- 


my 

ТІ has always held the AdBoard in 
high esteem because of its professional» 
ism and dynamism as an organization, 
guided by its unwavering commitment to 
Observe truth in advertising; to irs social, 
economic, and cultural 
and to its role in helping foster pul 
Confidence in advertising as a legitimate 
marketing activity. lis “Paggalang sa 
Mamimili” (Respect for the Consumer) 
campaign is highly commendable and 
тила parallel to DT mandate to protect 
the buying public. 

im confident that the AdBoard shall 
continue to effectively enforce its own 
Code of Ethics and promote the adverts 
ing industry's development through self 
regulation, in harmony with industry 
ж har the AdBoa 
femains the bastion of decency and truth 
and becomes the role model for other or 

ions in implementing projects 
towards consumer welfare and 
protection. 
Together. le 
np towards n: 


Does the cost of your 
Time for a wiser alternative, Pharmacoeconomics. Branded medicines from Unilab 


that are just as safe and effective, but not as expensive. Because life is too short to 
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 MdBoard will continue to be a beacon of self-regulation and professionalism 
іп the industry as it takes on a new and more dynamic era and further 
strengthen Its partnership with member associations 


lation Committee or ACRC and trade conducts and 
practices via the Trade Practices and Conduet Com- 
mittee or TPCC. Specific association codes, Memoran- 
dums of Agreement, the Trade Practices and Conduct 
‘Manual and certain government laws likewise guide 
the TPCC in the promotion, protection arid uplifting 
of advertising practices. 

Why then should “self-regulation” be considered a 
privilege, when the very phrase itself indicates rules, 
Festraints and even control? Because corollary to the. 
principle of self-regulation is the freedom—more ex- 
plicitly the privilege as well as the advantage—to ex- 
reise choices and sound judgment, challenging prac- 
titioners to employ creative methods that would put 
their message across while maintaining responsibility 
and truth in advertising. Self-regulation is likewise an. 


affirmation of respect towards industry players, be 
‘cause there is the implicit recognition that those who 
actice self-regulation have the maturity to temper 
their work with truth, honesty and fairness—traits 
that are still strong and valued in the Filipino culture. 
Practitioners, however, must also be cognizant of 
the fact that a privilege can be taken away, especially 
ifis abused or misused. That is why itis critical that re- 
spect for the set rules and regulations regarding the 
responsible practice of advertising be observed. As the 
newly elected AdBoard chair Ma. Teresa “Matec” Vil- 
id, the AdBoard will continue to be a 
regulation and professionalism in the 
takes on a new and more dynamic era 
strengthen its partnership with member 
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PETRA B. PAVIA 
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We are the voice of the Philippine advertising industry. 
‘The pivotal force of a dynamic, prosperous, 
and responsible industry. 


© We recognize self regulation as the cornerstone of our existence. 
© We uphold the highest standards of fair play and professional ethics 


+ We foster harmony among our members ; E 


+ We safeguard the interest of consumers through truthful & responsible advertising THE EXECUTIVE Committee, from left, vice chair Carlo S. Llave, corporate secretary Vivian Y. Tin, chair 
+ We create the environment where world class advertising flourishes D. Villanueva, PR and information officer Lucien C. Dy Tioco, and treasurer Edgar M. Navalta 


EN 


INDUCTION OF THE 2006 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


February 28, 2006/12:00 Noon/ 
New World Renaissance Hotel 


PROGRAMME 
LInvocation 


KATRIELLE YZELLA A. LLAVE 
IL Philippine National Anthem 


III. Welcome Remarks and 
Acknowledgement of Guests 
VIVIAN Y. TIN 


Corporate Secretary 


V Induction of the Board 
of Directors for Year 2006 


FR. CARMELO A. CALUAG II 


VI. Acceptance Speech of the 
2006 AdBoard Chairman 


MA. TERESA D. VILLANUEVA 


VIL Introduction of Guest Speaker 
MA. TERESA D. VILLANUEVA 


ҮШ. Address of Guest Speaker 
FR. CARMELO A. CALUAG II 


IX. Presentation of Gift/Plaque of 
Appreciation to: 

1.Fr. Carmelo A. Caluag II 
Inducting Officer/Guest Speaker. 

2. Raul S. Alvarez, 2005 Chairman 
MA. TERESA. VILLANUEVA 

and VIVIAN Y. TIN 
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Vice-Chairman 
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2006 AdBoard Officers 
m and Board of Directors 


й 
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Chairman 
МА. TERESA D. VILLANUEVA 
Senior Executive Officer 
Jimenez Basic Advertising 


MITOS E CAMAHORT 
President 
Image Dimensions, Inc. 


¿à 


MA. BELEN M. FERNANDO 
VP-Marketing 


Vice-Chairman 
CARLOS. LLAVE 
President & General Manager 
The Fourth Dimension, Inc. 


ATTY. GAFAR E. LUTIAN 
Senior Legal Counsel 


Corporate Secretary 
VIVIAN Y. TIN 


ҮР Research & Business Analysis 


ABS-CBN Broadcasting Co 


YOLY V ONG 
Group Chairperson, 
Campaigns and Grey 


RAULS. ALVAREZ 


VP-Advertising 
poration Philippine Star 


FELIPE R. OLARTE 
VP-Advertising 
Philippine Daily Inquirer 


JONES T CAMPOS 
Head-Public Relations 


PR & Information Officer 
LUCIEN C. DY TIOCO 


AVP-Marketing Services 
‘Alaska Milk Corporation PLOT Globe Telecom 


re 


TESSIE CELESTINO-HOWARD 
President m. ы i 
Film-Ads Philippines. irime Marketing 


KHALIL О. KHODR, JR. JOSEY.SY 
Managing Director 
Sell Co (Son Et Lumierre) 


SEI 


Member Associations 


OSCAR T. VALENZUELA 
Executive Director 
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Raffle Entr) 
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Kaya, tawag lang ng tawag. Beci 
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DAILY INQUIRER 
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2006 


REEL 375 


END 


PLEASE REWIND 


START 


ATENEO DE MANILA 
UNIVERSITY 
RIZAL LIBRARY 


P.O. BOX 154, MANILA, PHILIPPINES 
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FORBIDDEN 
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